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PREFACE

Men’s hearts are feeling a tremendous surge of God's activity
today. It is as if God has announced: “The world has had my peo-
ple long enough! I am calling them back to me. I will mold them
and shape them for my purposesin my world” Menare respond-
ing to this call, and God is transforming men across our nation,

Many men understand this quickening of their souls and
know precisely what Godis asking of them. They are responding
with aresounding, “Yes, Lord” Othersknow God is speaking but
are unclear as to how they should respond. Yet others recognize
adeep stirring in their lives but do not recognize it is God.

This book is put together with much prayer and heart-search-
ing, that strong, clear help and encouragement may come to
those lives God is touching. There is no question in our minds
thatifthousands of men “return to God” and God in turn returns
to them (Zech. 1:3), great revival will come through them and
have worldwide impact.

Be assured of our sincere prayer and intercession as you study
this material either personally or in an interactive, accountability
group. May God receive the highest glory and honor to his name
as we offer this book for his use to draw his people back to him-
self.
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[ want to acknowledge my deepest indebtedness to my son,
"Tom. This study is a combination of our life ministries and expe-
riences with God'’s people. Tom encouraged me with his incredi-
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truths of God’s “good news” for men. [ am grateful to Tom’s wife,
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Henry T Blackaby



INTRODUCTION

Welcome to The Man God Uses. As you turn these pages, we
want you to do more than read a2 book. We want you to be
involved, to work with the Scriptures, and to consider what it
means to be a godly man. As you begin this book, consider the
following.

L.

Pay careful attention to the Scripture shared in these
pages. Spend time meditating on and discussing with oth-
ers what God is revealing to you through each Scripture.
Trust the Holy Spirit to be your teacher and guide. Release
your mind and heartin ready obedience to all he will teach
you.

Pray sincerely, basing your prayers on what the Holy Spirit
has revealed to you through the Scriptures you read.
Keep a spiritual journal of God’s activity in your life as well
as your response to him. When God speaks, record it.
Your memory will not always recall these special
moments, but your journal will!

Live out your growing relationship and knowledge of God
in your daily life. Share this freely with others. Expect God
to honor your faithful obedience to him.

To gain even more from this book, read each chapter, then
meet with a group of men who are also reading the book to
process what you are learning.







Chaprer 1

THE CHARACTER
OF THE MAN GOD USES

God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise;
God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong
He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things.

—1 Corinthians 1.27—28

extraordinary. Throughout Scripture God used ordi-
nary men to affect his kingdom in extraordinary ways.
One thing, however, set them apart. If we look carefully, we can
see something they had in common. Each man God used had a
responsive heart ready to hear God and a life that was available to
obey God. Each also possessed the integrity to honor God.
Talent and ability are not prerequisites to being used by God.
Accomplishments, awards, and recognition will not ensure

G od is known for taking the ordinary and making it

o
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kingdom usefulness; a “broken and contrite heart” does (Ps.
51:17). The Lord looks at the condition of a man’s heart.

“Ithe LorD search the heart
and examine the mind.”

(Jer. 17:10)

"Two things are involved in taking the ordinary and making it
extraordinary: a man and Almighty God in a covenant relation-
ship. We are the ordinary. The extraordinary comes from God’s
nature, Whatever God touches becomes special because the
Creator has interacted with the creation.

Each party has a role to fulfill in a relationship. But, unlike a
human contract which becomes void if one party defaults, God
never fails. God is faithful regardless of our faithfulness. However,
some conditions must be met before God will use us.

Because God is everywhere, any situation has the potential for
becoming extraordinary. His presence dramatically changes the
circumstances. There is no limit to what will happen. From man’s
perspective this process is unexplainable. From a kingdom per-
spective it is the normal way God accomplishes his will through us.

“/No eye has seen,
no ear has heard,
no mind has conceived
what God has prepared for those who love him."”
' (1 Cor.2.9)
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When 1go to adoctor for a physical examination, he checks my
blood pressure and heart rate, takes blood samples, and asks about
any aches and pains. He checks for warning signs of heart disease,
stroke, or any hidden ailments. Although physical checkups are
common to men my age, spiritual checkups are less common.

If we fail to heed the warning signs, spiritual sickness will grow
just like a physical disease. Qur spiritual hearts will weaken and
fail us. A weakening heart, whether physical or spiritual, puts us
in crisis and makes us a possible candidate for surgery.

The Holy Spirit may point to symptoms that indicate a larger
problem. God's Spirit may ask you to stop and deal with a partic-
ularissue in your character or behavior.

The Bibleis full of spiritual checkups to help us stay on track and in
good spiritual health. Psalm 15 is a great example of one of these spiri-
tual checkups. Tike a moment to read it now, slowly and thoughtfully:

This whole chapter deals with the heart. Consider it a heart
“checkup” with the Great Physician, our Heavenly Father. If you
sense the Holy Spirit dealing with you, stop immediately and listen
carefully to him. Our prayeris that this book, with the leading of the
Holy Spirit, will guide you into a healthy relationship with God.

A SPIRITUAL CHECKUP

David wrote,

“Search me, O God, and know my heart;
test me and know my anxious thoughts.
See if there is any offensive way in me,

and lead me in the way everlasting”
(Ps.139:23—24)
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Just as a doctor points out signs of your health and sickness
during a physical checkup, the Holy Spirit will show you the
condition of your heart. He can use Scripture and circymstances,
among other things, to do it. And when he does, as when we
receive our report from the doctor, along with signs of health, we

" may receive some bad news.

The good news is that God changes the hearts of men.

Atage nineteen, miserable, tired of the gang culture he lived in,
Fernando Hernandez gave his life to Christ. Since then, he has
shared Christ through a gang-prevention ministry to youth.

“I tell them that it is easy to do the wrong thing,” said
Hernandez. “Anyone can pick up a rock and chuck it through a
window. But only a man could go to the lady, and say, ' broke
your window,” and offer to pay for it and make it right” Fifteen
years earlier, Fernando was a gang member. Today, Jesus lives
through him, and his life is a testimony to the power of God to
change lives.!

God is interested most of all in the condition of your heart. In
Acts 13:22, God testifies that in David he found a man after his
own heart, one whom he could count on to “do everything I
want him to do.” Would God find you to be such a man?

The development of a strong Christian character is the devel-
opment of a man after God’s own heart. Your character is who
youare when no one is looking and what you are willing to stand
for when someone is looking. Character is who you are striving
to be and what you can be trusted with.

Integrity of character occurs when there is consistency
between actions and inner convictions over time. Strong
Christian character results from both human effort and divine
intervention. It is the work of God as you relate to him in love.



Strong Christian character is the result of your heart’s desires to
obey God.

A PARADOX

First Corinthians 15:10 contains a great paradox. “By the grace
of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect.
No, 1 worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of
God that was with me.” Qur character is developed fully by the
power and grace of God which works within us. Yet, it is also a
conscious decision we make to bring our mind, heart, and actions
into line with God’s will.

For instance, Al noticed a fellow employee taking home some
items belonging to the company. When confronted, the fellow
said that everyone did it; it was no big deal. Al replied that every-
one did not do it. It was out of integrity that he did not do it.
Noticing that the company items were fairly insignificant, Al
asked, “Is your integrity only worth $2.50?" The employee said
he had never thought of it that way and put the items back. Our
character is a priceless possession that ought to be protected at
all costs. It should never be for sale.

Hebrews 4:13 says, “Nothing in all creation is hidden from
God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the
eyes of him to whom we must give account.” God knows you
inside and out. He knows your secret thoughts and feelings, your
dreams and aspirations. God knows where your loyalties are and
where your weaknesses cause you to stumble. He watches you
interact with his people and react to circumstances. God looks to
see if you are trustworthy and faithful. He can do much through
you if your character is right.



Ifyou are a man oflittle integrity or questionable character, do
not expect God to reveal much of himself to you or to use you
significantly for his kingdom. If you are a man of great character
and integrity, you no doubt already have experienced God'’s
activity in your life and serve him.

God is a mighty God who hears and saves us. But our sins sep-
arate us from God, and as a result, our relationship with him is
not what it should be. All sins equally separate us from God—
sins of doing wrong and sins of not doing right. [naction and
words can be as destructive as action and physical violence.

Consider the sins described in Isaiah 59:4.

“No one calls for justice;
no one pleads his case with integrity.

They rely on empty arguments and speak lies;
they conceive trouble and give birth to evil”

When truth becomes victim to preserving our ownsafety and
comfort, or when rationales take the place of facts, we will find
ourselves involved in sin.

QUALITIES OF GOOD CHARACTER

There are many different qualities of character. I want to intro-
duce you to eight qualities of good character found in the man
God uses.

HOLINESS

The prophet Isaiah saw God seated on a throne, high and
exalted with angels flying about, calling to one another
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““Holy, holy, holy is the LOrRD Almighty;
the whole earth is full of his glory’”
(Isa. 6:3)

Immediately Isaiah cried outin despair because he recognized
his sinfulness in the presence of a holy God. In the presence of
God’s holiness comes an awareness of our lack of holiness.

Holiness means “to be set apart and separate.” We are to be
separate from all that stains our world and dirties our lives—free
of all sinful thoughts, destructive emotions, unclean images,
impure motives, and questionable activities.

We cannot make ourselves holy. We can become holy only
through the power of Christ and the working of the Holy Spirit
in our lives. Through a pure and clean life, we reveal to our world
the reality ofholy God in our lives.

Isaiah 35:8 states that God is building a highway of holiness
that the wicked cannot travel.
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“And a highway will be there
it will be called the Way of Holiness.

The unclean will notjourney oniit;
it will be for those who walk in that Way;
wicked fools will not go about oniit.”

God desires that your life and mine be that highway, the road
over which others may be drawn to Christ, the road over which
God may bring revival to our land. All the prayers, sacrifices, and
pleadings with God will not bring revival until we take seriously
our holiness.

An impure heart and mind that fail to acknowledge sin are
barriers to effectively praying and seeking the Lord. If we choose
to fill our minds with pornography, violence, immorality, hatred,
promiscuity, and self-centeredness and call it entertainment,
God will not hear our prayers.

No one can have a heart in one condition and produce fruit of
an opposite condition. The condition of your heart will affect
your actions, and your actions will reflect your heart.

A PURE HEART

Tom knew he wanted to propose to his girlfriend, but there
was one problem. He didn't have a ring, and he didn’t know any-
thing about diamonds. Tom soon learned that a large diamond
could cost the same as some small ones. The difference was qual-
ity. Some of the larger diamonds looked perfect, but to a trained
eye, flaws appeared. Tom had to decide whether to impress oth-
ers or pay as much for a smaller, unflawed stone. He chose the
purer stone that reflected his feelings for his bride-to-be.
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Pure means “to be singular in substance, without any imper-
fections or impurities.” A pure heart is one solely committed to
Christ first and foremost (Matt. 10:37—-39).

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God” (Matt. 5.8).
The word sincereis closely associated with purity. It comes from
the Latin phrase sine cere meaning “without wax” Wax was often
used to cover or fill in cracksin pottery so that it could then be sold
as undamaged. Under the test of fire, the wax would melt and
reveal the otherwise hidden cracks and impurities. Ifwe want God
to reveal himself'to us so we can see him clearly, we must approach
him with “clean hands and a pure heart” (Ps. 24.:4).

“Do not consider his appearance or his height, for  have reject-
ed him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man
looks at the outward appearance, but the LoRD looks at the
heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). The pure in heart are precious gems of great
value to God.

A CONTRITE HEART

Contrite means to be “humble and repentant before God,”2
crushed by a sense of guilt and sin. In one way we are responsible
for how we come before God. In another way, God will bring us
to the edge of brokenness through our circumstances. Part of a
covenant love relationship involves God'’s helping us to repent
when we need to, butit still remains an act of our will. The prodi-
gal son was not prevented from leaving the security of his father’s
house (Luke15:11—32). His father allowed him the freedom to
choose. But after the son came to the humiliating realization of
where his decisions had led him, he repented and humbly
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returned to his father to ask forgiveness. His father ran to meet
him, rejoicing in his return.
Psalm 34:18 says,

“The LORD1is near to those who have a broken heart,

And saves such as have a contrite spirit.”
(NKJV}

God can take a heart once hardened and rebellious and use cir-
cumstances to make it moldable and submissive. Without bro-
kenness we become indifferent to God and to the needs of oth-
ers. A proud heart exalts self and promotes independence from
God. Thisis sin.

The result of a heart broken over sin is clear in Psalm
51:16—-17:

“For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it;
You do not delight in burnt offering.
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit,
abroken and a contrite heart.
These, O God, You will not despise.”
(Ps.51:16—17 NKJV)

The remedy for sin is clearly repentence. David’s heart cry,
found in Psalm 51, still describes what men today feel when they
repent of their sin and ask God to revive and refresh their rela-
tionship with him.

“Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your unfailing love;

according to your great compassion
blot out my transgressions.



Wash away all my iniquity

and cleanse me frommy sin....
Create in me a pure heart, O God,

and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me from your presence

or take your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation

and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.”
(Ps.51:1-2,10-12)

FEAR OF GOD

Fear brings a sense of awe and reverence toward God.
Sometimes biblical fear can also refer to terror or dread when fac-
ing God’s judgment. A lack offear of God demonstrates a lack of
understanding of who God is and what he is able to do.

Christians display a lack of fear when they

continually use God’s name in vain;
deliberately sin, expecting God to forgive them;

» view worship, prayer, tithing, studying God's Word, and
commitment to the church as options for the Christian;

» approach God in worship with a flippant attitude.

The apostle Paul knew God. The same man who wrote of the
unfathomable depths of God’s love in Ephesians 3 spoke of “the
terror of the Lord” in 2 Corinthians 5:11 (NKJV). His certainty
of God's judgment motivated him to persuade others of the
truth. Fearing God is part of walking in his ways, loving him and
serving him with all our hearts as we observe his commands.
“And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but
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to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to
serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your
soul, and to observe the LORD's commands and decrees that lam
giving you today for your own good?” (Deut. 10:12—13).

Too often we are more afraid of men than we are of God. Most
men dread being ridiculed by others. Jesus warned, “‘Do not be
afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather,
be afraid of the One who can destroy both souland body in hell”
(Matt. 10:28).

Similarly, binding Satan, casting him out, and rebuking him are
common in the prayers of some Christians. Christ was never pre-
occupied with the satanic. Jesus knew that Satan had no power
over him. Jesus declared, “'I saw Satan fall like lightening from
heaven. [ have given you authority to trample on snakes and scor-
pions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will
harm you. However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you,
but rejoice that your names are written in heaven” (Luke
10:18—20). Satan was rendered powerless as the disciples
stepped forthin obedience to the task Christ had given them. We
must be wise to Satan’s methods, but fearis to be reserved for the
one who has the rights to our lives.

FAITHFULNESS

The word faithful is linked to a promise: “Be faithful, even to
the point of death, and I will give you the crown oflife” (Rev. 2:1 0).
Faithfulness is a lifelong goal. It is persevering to the end.
Faithfulness is remaining true to the Lord and his Word through
discouragement and difficulty as well as joy and success.
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Anything short of finishing the race is to be disqualified, and
everyone who crosses the finish line is a winner.

Steve Eason was a Christian working in a country closed to
Christianity. Yet, during his time there, he and his wife accepted
opportunities to start Bible studies, share their testimonies, and
bring the gospel to waiting hearts. -

When government officials became suspicious of Steve, they
searched his house for any sign that he was actively seeking to
influence others with his faith. Miraculously, they overlooked all
of his Christian materials—even those in plain sight. Eventually,
Steve was deported—on the grounds that people around him
were being changed!

God is searching for faithful men. He is searching for men he
can trust to intercede on behalf of our nation. God is looking for
men he can trust with God-sized tasks (Ezek. 22:30). Will you be
that man? Will his eyes rest on you or pass over you?

You may have been unfaithful. You may have stumbled in the
race and are limping along the sidelines. Forgiveness and restora-
tion are available for those who recognize their failures and
repent of them.

The eyes of Christ fell on his disciple Peter at a time of Peter’s
unfaithfulness. Peter ran out weeping bitterly because he recog-
nized his own disloyalty (Luke 22:60—62). But Christ knew
Peter's heart, and his eyes rested once again on Peter after the res-
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urrection. Repentant Peter was forgiven, restored, and commis-
sioned by his Lord (John 21:15—19).

Alife of faithfulness begins with the first step ofobedience and
continues one step ata time. “Whoever can be trusted with very
little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest
with very little will also be dishonest with much” (Luke 16:10).
Measure your faithfulness by applying this principle to your
faithfulness to your family, friends, self, and emplover. You will
find it harder to be faithful to God if faithfulness is not a part of
what you are in your other relationships.

“Be faithful, even to the point of death, and 1

will give you the crown of life.”
(Rev. 2:10)

OBEDIENCE

The apostle John wrote, “This is love for God: to obey his com-
mands. And his commands are not burdensome” (1 John 5:3).
Many have rightly said that it is impossible for a man who loves
God to say, “No, Lord,” because if Christ is truly our Lord, we can-
not refuse him.

Obedience is submission to the instructions of an authority,
Our obedience to Christ’s commands is proof to God and to
everyone watching us that Christindeed is Lord of our lives. The
act of baptism for a new Christian is the first act of obedience in
response to the commands of Jesus Christ.

“To obey is better than sacrifice” {1 Sam. 15:22). God doesn't
want you just to give more money to the church. Godisn't look-
ing to see how many hours you spent witnessing, It doesn’t really
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matter how much you feel you had to give up to follow Christ.
God wants to see if you have truly heard him. He wants to see
you obey.

Luke 6:46 contains Jesus’ question, “Why do you call me
‘Lord, Lord, and do not do what I say?” Before we decide he was
talking to someone else, we must think carefully over the past
few weeks. Has God told us to do some things that we have not
done? Is the obedience response a normal part of our lives? God
loves obedience.

SEEKS AND Loves GobD

God’s Word says, “Do not worship any other god, for the
LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God” (Exod. 34:14).
God not only demands our complete loyalty, but he also
deserves it. God desires to be found by those who are seeking
him. Godlongs to reveal himselfto his people and share the bless-
ings he has waiting for us. Even more, God wants to commune
with usin a reciprocating love relationship.

Another paradox in the Christian life is that we must seek
God with our whole heart in order to find him, yet itis God who
causes us to want to seek him in the first place. Jeremiah
29:11—12 describes the special relationship and promise God
has provided for us.“’For I know the plans [ have for you,’ declares
the LORD, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon me and come
and pray to me, and [ will listen to you.” :

God sets in motion his plans and his purposes for you, then
you will find in your heart a desire to seek after him.“'No one can
come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him’” (John
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6:44). It sounds so simple because it is, and yet all the complexity
of God surrounds and enfolds that relationship. Love is the key.
“We love [God] because he first loved us. If anyone says, ‘Tlove
God,’ yet hates his brother, he is a liar. . .. Whoever loves God
must also love his brother” (1 John 4:19-21). God’s love leaves
no room for hatred of anyone. God loves them, too, and we can-
not love God and hate the very ones he loves.

Itis easier for us to love those whom God lovesifwe allow God
to love through us. However, if we are disobedient, if we are
choosing to serve ourselves and our biases against others, then
we are divided. “No servant can serve two masters, Either he will
hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one
and despise the other” (Luke 16:13). Not only is it difficult, but
resentment is bound to set in as the servant fails to serve either
one adequately. Where does your devotion lie?

SERVANT OF THE LORD

We must remember that our commander-in-chief is Christ
Jesus our Lord. God has placed us in situations according to his
will and his purposes. In other words, we don’t wait to see how
our employer treats us before deciding how hard to work.
Rather, we work asif Christ were our overseer, and in reality heis.
God places us where he wants us to make a difference as his ser-
vants. “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as work-
ing for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will
receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord
Christ you are serving” (Col. 3:23—24).

Bob seemed ordinary enough. Thatis, until he began to speak.
He shared how he had made his life available to God and the
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miraculous events with which God had involved him and the
Christian men’s organization he heads. Airlifts of blankets to
refugees, semitrailers of supplies to tornado-ravaged locations,
soup kitchens mobilized to flood disasters—on and on Bob
shared how he had watched God match his people’s resources
with needs around the world.

Bob is a conduit through whom God's love flows to many
nations. Bob's activities seer far removed from most people, but
God found him faithful in small things and was able to trust him
with more important tasks like the witness of lifesaving measures.

Whether we recognize it, Godisinvolved in every aspect of our
lives. He will take the ordinary circumstances we face and use them
to develop our character. But our hearts have to be right first. Ifour
hearts are sick or divided, we will view circumstances differently.

People commonly blame God for difficult situations or criti-
cize him for his apparent lack of concern and involvement in our
lives. However, God will use our circumstances for our benefit to
promote greater dependence on him. God wants us to see how
he works through challenging situations to overpower the evil
one and to bring victory to those who love him.

Romans 8:28 is a promise of God. “We know that in all things
God works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose.” God works for the good of those
who love him. Our role is to be obedient to God and faithful as
each task or circumstance is placed before us.

A HEART FOR GOD's USE

The Bible offers guidelines to take us through life, like a plumb
line builders use to see ifa wallis perfectly straight (Amos 7.7—8),



Look at the following examples from God’s Word and line your
life up against them to see if you have moved away from “plumb”
or being perfectly straight. If a wallis no longer straight, the foun-
dation, rather than the wall, may have shifted. The foundation of
a Christian life is a love relationship with God.

SET YOUR HEART TO FoLLOwW GOD

“Set your heart’ (2 Chron. 11:16) means to make following
God your number-one priority. Nothing else can be more
important to you than following God in every area of your life.
Nothing else can take first place in your life. That position must
be reserved for the one who can put everything in perspective.
“ Any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be
my disciple” (Luke 14:33).

Joseph had the responsibility of his young bride Mary and a
newborn baby. It was crucial for him to have a heart that leaned
toward God. God spoke to Joseph in a dream about the danger
Herod had planned. At that point, Joseph’s obedience deter-
mined whether his son would have a future. Itisjust as true today.
Fathers, your obedience to God influences the future of your

children.

Y1ELD YOUR HEART TO GOD

“Now then,’ said Joshua, ‘throw away the foreign gods that are
among you and yield your heartsto the LORD, the God of Israel””
(Josh. 24:23). Yieldis translated in other versions as incline or be
always leaning in God'’s direction. A friend who served as a cam-
pus student ministries director told his student council that
there would be no excuse good enough for missing council



meetings. Evenin the case of death they had to be found pointing
in the direction of the student building. In a humorous manner
he made his expectations of loyalty and commitment clear. Our

first and immediate inclination in any situation must be toward
God and his standards.

CLEANSE YOUR HEART FOR GOD

The prophet Samuel instructed his people who were in great
peril. “If you are returning to the LORD with all your hearts, then
rid yourselves of the foreign gods ... and commit yourselves to
the LORD and serve him only, and he will deliver you”
(1 Sam. 7:3—4).

To commit our hearts to God we must give up those thingsin
our lives that have given us “heart trouble” Even a hint of these
things remaining in our lives can lead to major heart trouble.
When we see words like anything and everything and all in
Philippians 4.6—7 we can begin to see how thorough God
intends to be in cleansing us for his use. “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanks-
giving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God,
which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4.6—7).

From what do you think the peace of God should guard your
heart? How much better off would you be spiritually? The list
could include greed, impure thoughts, hatred, and sexual
immorality. Do you see the contrast between those things and
the peace of God? God will help us be cleansed when we turn
loose of dissension, discord, rage, and envy, and instead make
those things that are really getting us into requests we give to
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God. His peace will take the place of those anxieties while he
responds to our prayers.

God calls these the “deeds of the flesh” or the “acts of the sinful
nature.” “Those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of
God.... Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sin-
ful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit,
let us keep in step with the Spirit” (Gal. 5:21,24—25).

GUARD YOUR HEART

When Jesus was asked which of the commandments was the
greatest or most important to keep, he said, ““Love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with ali
your mind”” (Matt. 22:37). Your heart is the key to your rela-
tionship to God.

“Above all else, guard your heart,
for it is the wellspring of life.”
(Prov. 4:2 3)

You can determine to guard your heart against those things
that would diminish your devotion to God. You can decide not
to be put into compromising situations that would callinto ques-
tion your determination to serve God or cause your character to
be suspect. You can place around you things to remind you of
your love and commitment to God and ask fellow Christians to
hold you accountable in your relationship to God (Job 1:10). You
can refuse to give in to the temptations which follow closely
behind you.
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Guarding your heart means to put a hedge of protection
around it because it is “the wellspring of life,” the source of life-
giving water.

Do NoT HARDEN YOUR HEART

““Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts™
(Heb. 3:8). Hardhearted people are often associated in the Bible
with being “stiffnecked” (2 Chron. 36:1 3). These terms describe
a people who will not bow their heads to God and who live in
willful rebellion against him.

Hardening of the arteries results from a buildup of fatty mate-
rial on the artery walls. It restricts blood flow from the heart,
often leading to heart attack, stroke, or damaged organs. Just as
hardened tissues can cause great peril to your body physically, so
a hardened heart can bring great harm to your spiritual life.
Rebellion, pride, independence, anger, resentment, and bitter-
ness can cause your heart to harden.

There is a cure. God alone has the cure to soften a hardened
heart: repentance and release of our lives into God’s hands. God
says, “‘l will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in
them; I will remove from them their heart of stone and give them
a heart of flesh. Then they will follow my decrees and be careful
to keep my laws. They will be my people, and I will be their
God”” (Ezek. 11:19—-20).

TIME QUT!

Let's stop at this point and take a breath. You may be asking,
“Who possibly could meet up to this God-sized challenge? |
mean, if you ever met a man who met the entire criterion, you
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might not feel worthy to walk in his footsteps! That’s the point.
We really are not worthy, because the only one who truly
matches this criterion is Jesus Christ. But Christ in us can make
the impossible possible. The Bible commands us to put on
Christ. “All of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ” (Gal. 3:27). We are to clothe ourselves
with Christ. “Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus
Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the
sinful nature” (Rom. 13:14). God has also provided for us to
become like Christ. “For those God foreknew he also predes-
tined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be
the firstborn among many brothers” (Rom. 8:29). These are
hefty commands!

These commands are God’s strategy, his method to help us
experience the full and abundant life Christ has to offer. “Itis God
who works in you to will and to act according to his good pur-
pose” (Phil. 2:13). God knows we are flawed creatures because of
sin. In reality, most of the great men God used had major charac-
ter flaws. From Adam to Abraham, from Moses to David, each
one demonstrated how frail humanity is. With the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit, our will comes into line with Christ’s will; our
purposes begin to parallel his.

Our hands, feet, and mouths become God’s tools to touch
people we meet day after day. We begin to see God working in
the lives of those we thought were hopelessly doomed. We begin
to see people as Christ sees them, their needs, their spiritual
hunger, their emptiness filled with worldly imitations of God’s
truth.

“Now to him whois able to doimmeasurably more than all we
ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,
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to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations” (Eph. 3:20—-21).

Each ofus must begin where he is. We can’tjustjumpinto per-
fection or completion in Christ. God looks at our hearts and at
the direction we are headed. If we set our heatts on God, he will
set his heart on us. His role is to bring us to completion; our role
is to let him and to cooperate with him.

Philippians 2:12—13 states this paradox: “Continue to work
out your salvation with fear and trembling [your part], for it is
God who works in you [his part] to will and to act according to
his good purpose.”

THINK ABOUT—PRAY ABOUT

God is in the process of making the ordinary extraordinary. If
you are willing to let him take your life as a potter takes clay, you

are already underway in an exciting journey with Almighty
God!

» Think of two people in your life who show consistency
between their actions and inner convictions. Now think
about your own character. Do you show consistency
between your actions and your convictions at home? at
work?in private?

» Acts 13:22 says, “’I have found David son of Jesse a man
after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to
do.” Are you willing to do everything God wants you to
do? Pray about your willingness to become a man after
God’s own heart.
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» Not calling for justice is equal to giving birth to evil. We
know God has said in his Word that the result of sin is
always the same, even ifit is explained or justified by men.

» As leaders in our homes, churches, and workplaces, we
must fear God. We should root out anything that dishon-
ors God or would lead others astray. We may face perma-
nent consequences if we continue to sin. The fear of God
produces holinessin our lives.

» The Holy Spirit is seeking to empower you to want to do
his will. Cooperate with him to change you, mold you, and
prepare you for his will for your life. Those who resist,
quench, grieve, or put off the Spirit will do so at the cost of
their relationship with God. To resist the prompting of the
Spirit in your life is to say you have lost your love for God.
Meditate on this verse, “If you love me, you will obey
what [command” Uohn 14:15).

Take a moment to thank God right now for his love and his
care for your life.

1. Fernando Hernandez, “It'sa Challenge,” Experiencing God Report (July 1996}, 6.
2. Holman Bible Dictionary (Nashvitle: Holman Bible Publishers, 1991), 293.
3. Tbid, 470.



Chapter 2

How GoD SHAPES A MAN

“I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.”

—Jeremiah 2911

shape, grow, and discipline his people. Today, most of us

would readily admit we are shaped by our experiences,

God has provided us that characteristic so he can shape us. Each

life experience, enjoyable or not, can remind us of our depend-

ence on God. He is the source of every good thing, as well as the
one who strengthens, guides, and helps us in times of trouble.

Godiscertainly able toshape aman through blessings. The life

of Job was one of many blessings that nevertheless grew a char-

acter in him that continued to trust God, even when tragedy left

him with nothing else. More often, however, men learn only

T rouble! Throughout the Bible, God often used trouble to
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when they are in trouble that God alone is able to handle all they
face. In times of serious crisis men realize their dependence on
God's love. Even so, God can use every day and every circum-
stance to teach and deliver us. As God does, he shapesus to make
us more useful to himself '

GoD's PLAN

The biblical story of Moses is one that has captured my imagi-
nation throughout the years. I remember some years ago watch-
ing the movie The Ten Commandments [ was awestruck by the
actors and special effects portraying the drama and miracles of
the events of Exodus. The four-hour epic passed quickly as I
watched the Bible come alive.

For the reallife Moses, living through those events was
another story. From his birth to his death 120 years later, Moses
was molded and shaped by God through scores of circum-
stances. God searched for aman to fashion into aninstrument to
lead his people out of the bondage of slavery into freedom and
into a new relationship with himself. God found Moses, a shep-
herd, a murderer on the run. Yet Moses was a man with a heart
that sought God.

For us to understand how God shapes a man like Moses, we
need to go back to his beginning, back to the Nile Valley. God
placed Moses in unusual circumstances. Moses was trained by
the best minds in Egypt. The adopted grandson of Pharaoh, he
knew the workings of Pharaoh’s court and the strategies of ruling
anation. God allowed Moses to grow upin a training ground and
to gain insights that God would use for his glory forty years later.
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GOD Uses OUR PASTTO
BrING GLORY TO HIMSELF

We all have unique personal histories. You may have had a rel-
atively uneventful life, while others have endured many hard-
ships. Some of you have emotional and physical scars from your
past. Understandably, many men blame the past for their present
troubles. However, God wants to use your past for his glory, both
your successes and your failures. Romans 8:28 promises that
God is working for the good of those who serve him, though this
may not always be apparent to us at the time.

For instance, you may have grown up with circumstances
you'd rather forget. How has God used the tragedies of your past
to deepen your dependency on him? Do you understand that
God walked with you through those trials to prepare you for a
ministry to others? :

The tragedies oflife often force us to cry out to God. We watch
as he takes our situation to bring glory to himselfand blessings to
us. It would be sad for you to hold bitterness against God and
blame him for what you endured early in life. God loves you dear-
ly and brought you through those trials so you can experience
his deeper presence in your life. God spared you to have a life
filled with joy in your salvation and to give you the purpose and
meaning for which you may be searching. Are you consciously
aware of the Father’s loving you? He does love you. “God works
for the good of those who love him, who have been called accord-
ing to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28).

Don'’t think that your background is too rebellious, too diffi-
cult, or too sinful for God to use you. If you have been guilty of
deceit, robbery, hatred, racism, adultery, murder, or rebellion,
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you are in the same company as Moses, David, Paul, Abraham,
Jacob, and others.

God doesn'’t take you just the way you are. He takes you in
spite of the way you are. He takes your willing heart, regardless of
its past, and creates a new heart, one that seeks after God. When
that happens, you will know it is God who is doing the work and
not you.

God can use each life experience to shape a man. He can use
experiences to equip us for ministry to others, God will bring cir-
cumstances to mind that will allow us to encourage others as we
share how God was faithful through our struggles and victories.
Fach situation we face in life further develops our character.

Character is not only shaped by crisis; it is revealed in crisis.
When crises occur, you can discover more about yourselfas you
listen to the words that come out of your mouth, as you see what
actions you take, and as you monitor your attitude and evaluate
how Christlike itis.

Life’s circumstances teach us most about our character and
God's faithfulness. God can use both our failures and our suc-
cesses for his glory. He can take what we have done to ourselves
and what others have done to us for his glory. Remember,
“Where sin abounded, grace abounded much more” (Rom. 5:20
NKIV).

Nothing life brings your way is beyond God's ability to use for
his purposes. Ephesians 2:10 declares that we are God’s handi-
work, born again through Jesus to do all the good things that

God has planned for his kingdom. It probably is not hard to
think of how God has taken something from someone else’s
past and used it to do a good work. It might be harder toimagine
how our own past can be redeemed by God and used in the



)

L. 2

future. Moses makes a good case study for God's ability to shape
men for his use.

MOSES’ PREPARATION

The first eighty years of Moses' life was a training ground for
his future. He was a prince with a royal education and knew all
the benefits of palace life. Then he became a fugitive on the run
for murdering an Egyptian. Moses was exiled to the Sinai wilder-
ness far from his family and home, tending goats and sheep.
Regardless of how bleak his future may have seemed, he was
where God wanted him—humble, moldable, and teachable.

God said, “ Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are youin my
hand’” (Jer. 18:6). Moses’ circumstances prepared him for a criti-
cal time in the history of God's people. Eighty years passed
before Moses was ready to listen and obey God, eighty years
before God used the lowly shepherd to bring the mighty
Pharaoh to hisknees.

GOD's PATTERN FOR USING A MAN

Scripture shows a pattern in the lives of the men God used.
David, Moses, Abraham, Christ’s disciples, Paul, and Gideon each
experienced God'’s method for accomplishing his will through

men.

» God chooses a man and makes plans for his life. “ “You did
not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go
and bear fruit—fruit that will last”” ( John 15:16).

» God issues a call to the man, an invitation to join him in
touching a people in need.
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» God prepares or fashions the man into the vessel that can
best accomplish his will.

» God uses the man. In doing so, God actually prepares the
man to be used again. Through the man’s faithfulness God
entrusts greater responsibilities.

God's pattern—choose, call, prepare, use—is demonstrated in
the lives of Christ’s disciples. At first glance, it appears that a mot-
ley crew of thrown-together, woebegone followers trailed after
Jesus from town to town. But God had chosen each one from
before the foundations of the world to be great for him.

Christ issued a call, “Come follow me.” Some had been fisher-
men. Now they would be fishers of men. They would be shaped
and molded through a three-year discipleship program with
Jesus Christ as the distinguished professor.,

Jesus taught his disciples to see the activity of the Fatherin the
ordinary circumstances of life. Every situation revealed the
Father’s nature and his will to reach lost humanity: alame beggar
crying out for mercy on the side of the road, a widow mourning
the loss of her only son, two blind men requesting healing for
their eyes, a father protectively clinging to a possessed child, a
prostitute anticipating her execution, four desperate men plead-
ing for their friend to be healed. Christ used each one to teach the
disciples how the love of God could change lives forever.

We are not called to a task, a mission, a job, or a ministry. We are
called to a relationship with our heavenly Father. We become obe-
dient to him in our activities, but we are called to a relationship.

Throughout life your call never changes, but your task or min-
istry focus may change many times. Jesus’ call was to a relation-
ship with the Father; Christ is our modelin living this call.
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CHRIST ISOUR PRIMARY EXAMPLE

Christ is our primary example of how God uses a man in rela-
tionship to himself. The theme of the Bible can be summed up
under two major points.

1. The Bible is the record of God’s activity among men to bring
them into a right relationship with himself

2.The Bible is a demonstration of how we as Christians ought
to live in relationship with the Father. This is shown in the two
greatest commandments: to love God with all your heart and
soul and mind; and to love your neighbor as yourself (Matt.
22:37—39). Theimportance of Christ in your life cannot be exag-
gerated.

Christ in your life means Christ is directing you, empowering
vou, and living through you. Nothing is impossible for you and
Christ to do together. The key is the condition of your heart. If
you truly love God with all your heart, you will be in right rela-
tionship with him.

The Christian life is Christ living out his life in you just as God
lived through Christ. God’s Word says that Christ is the key to
living a godly life. In fact, Christ is the only way to live a godly life.
The Bible tells us to dress ourselves in Christ (Rom. 13:14); to
have Christ’s attitude (Phil. 2:5); and to say and do everything we
say and do in the name ofthe Lord Jesus Christ (Col. 3:17).

These are commands, so there is a difference between repeat-
ing them and doing them. Obedience can only be accomplished
by doing what God has said. Christ must be visible in your life to
those around you, in your attitudes, actions, and words. Ask
yourself how the Father sees the situation, how his purpose
could be served. Ask God to allow you tosee those around youaas
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the treasures he sacrificed his Son to save. Be like Jesus and allow
the Father to speak through you.

RESULTS OF A SPIRITFILLED LIFE

Take a moment to meditate on this verse: “I have been crudi-
fied with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The
life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave himselffor me” (Gal. 2:20).

What an amazing thought: Christ actually lives inside you and
me! The Spirit of Christ takes up residence in our being as we
commit our lives to him.

When anyone becomes a Christian, he dies to himself so that
Christ can live through him (Col. 3:3). We are raised up to new
life with Christ (Col. 3:1). We no longer live for ourselves but for
Christ. We “continue to work out [our] salvation with fear and
trembling, for it is God who works in [us] to will and to act
according to his good purpose” (Phil. 2:12—13). When we are
saved, we take into our lives all that God is—Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. The Spirit is given to teach and lead us into all truth
(John 14:26; 16:13—15).

Christ’s transforming presence changes our lives so that we
can serve God. The Spirit helps us build godly character from the
inside out. Godly character results in doing what is right even if
we suffer forit (1 Pet. 2:20—23). Jesus gave his life for us. It is pos-
sible that we could be required to give our lives for him, or at least
to patiently endure suffering for his sake. Whatkind of character
doesit take to do that? The character of Christ, the spiritual fruit
that the Holy Spirit can produce in us when we follow God’s
commands (Gal. 5:22—23).



TESTING YOUR FAITH

God will test you to see what is in your heart. God's message
to the Israelites as they came to the end of years of journeying
toward the promised land was, “Remember how the LORD your
Godled you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble
you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart,
whether or not you would keep his commands” (Deut. 8:2).

In another time and place David, the shepherd king of Israel,
actually asked God to put him to the test.

“Search me, O God, and know my heart;
test me and know my anxious thoughts.
Seeifthere is any offensive way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting”

(Ps. 139:23-24)

Salvation is more than going to heaven when you die. Fternal
life is an intimate, personal, progressive relationship with the
Almighty God and his Son. When salvation comes to your life,
God radically and immediately reorients you for the rest of your
life to Christ’s right to be Lord.

On several occasions, God allowed my wife and me to get to
the point where we feared we would sink financially. We had a
crisis of belief. God waited to see if we were going to remain faith-
tul to his promises to us or strike out on our own without him.
We chose to cling to God’s promises. We believed God was in
control of our lives and our future.

Today our relationship with God is deeper and our marriage is
stronger because of our obedience to him. We discovered how
practical our relationship with God can be. We have watched
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God affirm his love for us over and over in how he has taken care
of us. We didn’t sink. Instead, Christ helped us “walk on water”
safely to the shore. An unexpected check would arrive in the
mail, or one of God’s people would leave an anonymous enve-
lope with just the right amount of money to pay our bills. The
unexpected money wasn't always a miracle, but the timing was!
Just the right amount and just the right time. That's God!

God tests whom he chooses. Perhaps the ultimate test was
given to Abraham when God asked him to give his only son as a
sacrificial offering. Abraham revealed what wasin his heart by his
obedience, and God prevented hissacrificing his son.“’Do not lay
a hand on the boy, {God] said. ‘Do not do anything to him. Now
know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from
me your son, your only son’ (Gen. 22:12).

As I toured the Apollo Space Program in California some
years ago, | was struck by the meticulous way in which the space-
craft was assembled. I was told that each piece was put under a
stress tolerance test before it could become a part of the struc-
ture. Scientists deliberately stressed the parts beyond the levels
they anticipated in case they had miscalculated their figures.
Only after a part had endured testing would it be approved for
assembly.

God places us in situations to test our level of faith. We will
only be placed in the areas of ministry that we are able to handle.
God tests us to see if our commitments are sincere. We often
make commitments on a spiritual “mountaintop.” But in living
them out in the valley of everyday life, God will see if the com-
mitment was real.

We need to be reminded of two important truths:
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» We are in an ongoing love relationship with God.
»  We were created for eternity.

When God encounters us, he does so out of love and for our
best interests. He wants to fellowship with us and to partner
with us to impact his world. In reality, this relationship is undeni-
ably lopsided. God knows in advance what situations we will face,
God knows just where and when he needs us to be a godly influ-
ence. He chooses and prepares us, equips and empowers us.
Then God works in the outcomes to bring glory to himself.
When we enter into a relationship with God and act in obedi-
ence to him, we impact eternity. God’s primary activity today is
to reconcile man to himself'so man will not have to spend eterni-
ty separated from him,

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of
many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith
develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that
you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. . . .
Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he
has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has
promised to those who love him” (James 1:2—4, 12).

THE ROLE OF SCRIPTURE

Perhaps the easiest way to see how God works is through his
inspired Word. When you sit down with the Bible and begin to
read God’s truth, the Holy Spirit may cause you to linger over a
verse or two, or perhaps a certain phrase will catch your atten-
tion. Maybe something you read will stay with you throughout
the day and you wonder what God wants to say to you.



o ——

The Bible says God will use Scripture to permeate our minds
and speech (Heb. 4:1 2—13).Only when I spend time reading the
Bible am [ able to bring God’s truth into conversation with oth-
ers at their time of need. God also uses his Word as a reminder

~ when [am tempted to do wrong,

AsIteach the Bible to others, often l encounter someone with
a differing viewpoint or a perspective that may not be biblical.
God reminds me of 2 Timothy 2:24—25: “The Lord’s servant
must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to
teach, not resentful. Those who oppose him he must gently
instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance lead-
ing them to a knowledge of the truth.” Knowing this, Imust tem-
per my response with care and concern instead of trying to
defend myselfor my position.

BIBLICAL EXPECTATIONS

A particular verse or principle Christ taught in the Bible may
guide us. Let's look at two examples. Matthew 25:21 tells us that
God will give us a “few things” to see how we handle themn. Then,
if we are faithful, he will trust us with “many things.” This is true
in all areas oflife.

Consider this principle applied to family life. When God gives
a Christian man a spouse, he is commanded to love her as Christ
loved the church and gave his life for the church. That is some
kind oflove! That kind of love will bring a loving response from a
wife. If we are faithful in acting Christlike to our wives, God will
bless our marriages with a deepened respect and love for each
other. God may bless us with children. If we faithfully love, care
for, discipline, train, and model for them what a Christlike father
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should be, God will build a bond between us and our children
that he can bless. Faithfulness to God is always rewarded, regard-
less of whether it is in God-honoring relationships or in the way
we use our time and possessions.

God has said that the devil will test our faithfulness, even to
the point of death (Rev. 2:10). But even as God told early believ-
ers in part of what is now Turkey, the reward of faithfulness is
the crown of life. Enduring suffering for Christ’s sake is a wit-
ness to the truth of God. Ask yourself, “Would I trust God who
gave me faith and eternal life to guide me through attacks by
those who use fear and have no power over eternal life?”
Consider the following:

In the seventeenth century, the government of Bern,
Switzerland, enacted a law making it illegal for people to gather
to pray or worship in groups larger than two, unless it was for a
state-approved worship service. Melchior Brenneman was one of
the Anabaptists who continued to gather and pray. Members of
Brethren groups, the Anabaptists, believed Jesus when he said
that he is present where two or three are gathered togetherin his
name (Matt. 18:20). To obey such a law and not gather would be
to forbid Christ’s presence among them.

Melchior was imprisoned for not obeying the law. Then he
and other Anabaptists had their property confiscated and were
exiled with their families to work the lands of rich men.

Melchior, his wife, and their five children remained faithful to
God, despite persecution and years of forced labor. Decades
passed, and Melchior died. Yet at least two of his children and
their families were eventually able to flee persecution for the
American colony of Pennsylvania. The faithfulness to God ofone
ordinary man set a spiritual course for his family and provided a
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godly heritage that still inspires descendants more than three
hundred years later.!

BIBLICAL REQUIREMENTS

God not only has expectations for us, but he also has require-
ments in order for us rightly to be called Christians. God is
searching for men ofintegrity to “stand...in the gap on behalf of
the land so [He] would not have to destroy it” (Ezek. 22:30).

Will you be that man? Will you take your relationship with
God seriously enough to purify your heart and renew your com-
mitment to serve him without reservation? God is looking for
men he can use to affect a world! Will his eyes rest upon you, or
pass over you {2 Chron. 16:9)? Could future generations be
affected by the story of your faithfulness to God?

BIBLICAL EXAMPLES

Let’slook atafew ofthe menin the Bible whom God used and
see how he took them from the ordinary, developed their charac-
ter, and made them the extraordinary vessels he would use.

Abraham was called from his homeland to follow God to an
undesignated place. Abraham was obedient to God and left his
homeland, but he still had some character flaws that needed
work. For one, Abraham was quick to deceive those in authority.
God tested Abraham for years to determine where his loyalty
was, By the time Abraham was told to offer his son Isaac as a sacri-
fice, he had experienced enough of God not to question him but
simply to obey. Abraham was faithful and was rewarded. Not
only did God bless him with possessions, but God also kept his
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promise and made Abraham the father of a nation through his
descendants.

Joseph began life as a spoiled child in a blended family. He was
hated by his older half brothers, who were often incensed by his
pride and cockiness. He was sold into slavery, accused of raping
his employer’s wife, and thrown into prison far from his home
and family. Joseph was alone with no hope. Even though he had
been rejected by everyone he knew, he remained faithful to God.
God was molding Joseph into a vessel he would use to affect a
host of nations. Joseph’s integrity and godly character showed
clearly through the false accusations, even in the jail cell. God
took him from the pit of captivity to the throne room of the
palace. Joseph went from being rejected by all to being a ruler of
all. God never forgot Joseph, nor was God punishing him. God
had to test Joseph and teach him to depend on God for his very
life so that he could be trusted to rule a nation.

David, the man after God’s own heart, began life as a shepherd
boy. He fought many battles to protect his flock against wild
beasts. Even as a youth he gave God the credit for his victories.
David had a passion for God and an unwavering trust in God’s
strength. He demonstrated his trust in God in slaying Goliath,
and he showed his fear of God by not killing his sworn adversary,
King Saul, when he had opportunity to do so. No other man in
the Bible has written so extensively in praise of God as David did
in the Book of Psalms. David displayed his relationship with God
before us with tremendous transparency, honesty, and integrity.
Even when caught in sin, David truly repented, faced the conse-
quences, and sought to restore his relationship with his heavenly
Father. Despite David’s life being extremely diverse, God used
him to encourage countless generations.
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Daniel is introduced in the Bible as a young man being taken
captive from his home by ruthless invaders and being led off to
Babylon. He could have blamed God for his hard times but instead
honored God with his decisions. Daniel determined not to defile
himself with unhealthy food and wine but honored God with his
body and his mind. He found favor with his captors, who placed
him in positions of great responsibility and leadership. Daniel's
devotion to God and hisgood character were so exemplary that his
enemies used it against him. He refused to bow down to other gods
even at the threat of death and was rewarded by God.

Simon Peter was called to discipleship right out of his work-
place. He quickly became a leader in Jesus’ band of followers and
was privileged to be one of the inner circle that Jesus trained
more intensely. He went places with Jesus others were not per-
mitted to go. He boldly stepped out of the boat and walked on
water with his Lord. Simon Peter was a promising leader, but he
still had character that needed molding and strengthening.

Christ knew that Peter’s exuberance was shallow, but Jesus had
great plans for Simon Peter. “ ‘Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift
you as wheat, But [ have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may
not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your broth-
ers” (Luke 22:31—32). The faith Peter exhibited in Christ was the
foundation upon which Christ built his church (Matt. 16:18).

How 1o KNow WHEN GoD
[S SPEAKING TO YOU

We are a people of the Book. The purpose of the Book, the
Bible, is to reveal God and his ways. So, if you desire to know how
God wants to relate to you, look into the Word of God.
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Most Christians seem to be disoriented to God’s Word. Fither
they are unfamiliar with what it says, or they don’t know what to
do with it. I have found during my ministry that Christians have
gone from having the Bible as the only book to having it as a ref:
erence book to other Christian literature. Men read all about
God and all about the Bible but rarely look in the Bible itself.

We don't know how to take the God who reveals himself
through his Word and relate his Word to our daily lives. The
essence of the Christian life is a personal relationship with a living
Christ. If we do not know when God is trying to relate to us or
when he is speaking through his Word, we are in serious trouble
at the very heart of our Christian lives.

Allit takes to appreciate light s trying to go somewhere in the
dark. Walking even a short distance into the unknown carries the
risk that the smallest bump, unexpected, can make us fall.
Likewise, even the smoothest, widest path can’t help us if we
can’tfind it.

Psalm 119:105 says that God’s Word is the remedy for the
darkness. The alternative to viewing God's Word as “a light for
my path” is to move toward a religion where we follow concepts
and principles rather than a person. True Christianity is a love
relationship with a living Person.

When [ was courting my wife-to-be from four hundred miles
away, she sent her picture and regularly wrote to me. I would sit
at my desk in front of her picture and thoroughly read her letter.
Tingles would come all over me. As wonderful as it was to have
her letters, [ would have far rather had her sitting beside me.

We have a picture and a letter from God. His letter is designed
to lead us to him. Knowing about God is different from knowing
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God. The letter is lifeless and powerless without the living pres-
ence of God to go withit.

Allofthe Old Testament says God spoke. Sometimes he spoke
through a vision or through angels. Other times he used a burn-
ing bush, handwriting on a wall, or an audible voice. How God
spoke is not so important as the fact that he spoke. Every person
in the Bible who encountered God knew when God was speak-
ing and knew exactly what God said.

God is not predisposed to playing guessing games. We cannot
say, “God bless me if my decision is right and stop me if it is
wrong.” I challenge you to find a place in the Bible where God
says, “I'll hide my will from you, and you guess what it is! I'll bless
you (or open doors) if your guess is right and stop you (or close
doors) if you are wrong.” God communicates through his rela-
tionship with us. If our relationship is not what it should be, we
will not hear God.

Only Moses encountered God at a burning bush. Paul didn't
have a “burning bush” experience; neither did Abraham, Peter, or
David. The method of communication is not important, but the
relationship is. Joshua conquered many cities, but only once did
he bring down the walls by marching and blowing trumpets. If
the method were important, every city would have come down
the same way. It wasn't the method; it was God.

If you want to know what God's will is for you or for your
church, build a relationship with the one who knows. God will
uniquely show you what he wants to do through you, and you
will know it is not the method, but God. Too often we do all we
can through programs or a method yet never experience what
God could have done,
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God doesn’t bless programs—God blesses people. Men today
are in danger of following a God they read about and hear about
but never actually know personally. When God encounters a
man, he reveals something that is God-like and God-sized. Too
often we reduce our lives and futures down to what we can han-
dle. When you start to listen to God, you will hear him tell you
that he is about to do the impossible. And when you obey him,
you will experience what he said to you.

You may be able to understand this practically if you look at
your budget. Your budget will usually reflect what you believe
about God. Do you obey God’s Word and give at least 10 percent
of your income to God? Many people have told me they can’t
afford to give money to God. That tells me more about what they
believe about God than the state of their finances.

God does not need your money; he needs your obedience. If
you can be trusted with a little, God can trust you with much.

Isaw a church take this seriously as they planned their annual
budget. They decided to scrap their usual method of preparing a
budget and instead sat down and wrote out everything they
sensed God telling them he wanted to do through their little
church. Their budget went from $74,000 to $184,000 by the
time they were through. They knew they could only manage the
$74,000 and determined to watch, pray, and see how God would
provide the rest. Then they went ahead by faith in the God who
asked for their obedience. By the end of the year, they had
$189,000 come through their budget! God was faithful as the
church was obedient.

1 worked with an association of churches whose income was
$9,000 the previous year. When the World’s Fair was held in our
city, we set out to determine how God wanted us to impact the
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World’s Fair with his gospel. We set a budget of $210,000. We
felt that we as churches would be able to manage $26,000 of that
amount. We added what others told us they would help us do
and then left the remainder to God. By the end of the first six
months, we had received and spent close to $200,000!

I am bothered when [ hear the people of God say, “I don't
believe God would have us do something we couldn’t do our-
selves. It just doesn’t seem practical” Do you realize that God
never told men to do something they could do on their own?
The way you know God isin something is that it will be impossi-
ble for you to do it on your own. God wants to reveal himselfto
you through it all and increase your faith in him. When the Red
Sea parted, was that practical? When manna fell from heaven,
was that practical? When Lazarus was raised to life, the storm
ceased, the blind were healed, and Christ was crucified, were
those practical?

Don't relegate God to the spiritual and believers to the practi-
cal. The most practical thing in the life of a Christian is the pres-
ence of a living God. He is our life! How sad it is when the people
of God don’t believe God makes a practical difference in their
lives. Don't reduce God to what you can do and then ask him to
bless you.

The Spirit of God can do three things that no one else can do:
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Reveal truth to you.
Teach you through Scripture. God will reveal himselfand
his ways to you through the Bible so you can adjust your
life to what he has told you.

» Convict you of sinin your life.

When you open the Word of God and you know that only the
Holy Spirit can give you understanding and reveal truth to you,
don't say, “I had a wonderful truth revealed to me today when I
was reading, and I sure hope this leads me to an experience with
God!” That was the experience with God.

When yourealize that you can’t understand the Word of God
apart from the Spirit’s revealing it to you, then you will realize
that God has just encountered you. God will reveal himself to
you from his Word so that you can immediately experience him
just as he revealed it to you. Anything in your character that pre-
vents you from fulfilling the role God has for you will be brought
to your attention by the Holy Spirit.

"THE ROLE OF PRAYER

Have you ever been at a place in your walk with God where
you prayed, felt nothing was happening, and sensed dead silence
from God? I have.

[ couldn’t get any word from the Lord or any impression that
God was speaking to me. I came from a church background that
said if God refuses to speak to you there must be sinin your life. |
went through my checklist and found nothing in my life that
God pointed out as sin. So 1 approached God through his Word
again. ] came across John 11. Jesus deliberately delayed going to



8 . PU— X | .Y, PTGl n 0 8 (e

Mary and Martha until after his friend Lazarus had died. Mary
and Martha told Jesus that if he had been there their brother
would not have died. Jesus told them that they knew he could
heal their brother from sickness, but he delayed coming because
he felt they were ready for a greater revelation of him. They knew
he was the healer; now they would see him as the resurrection
and the life.

[ went from depression to elation! [ discovered that heaven
wasn'’t closed because God was punishing me. Rather, God was
preparing me for a greater blessing. I began to look around for
what God was about to do in my life. I still go through the check-
list to see if sin is the reason for God's silence. Ifit’s not, then my
concern turns to anticipation for what God is about to reveal to
me about himself.

Martha was afraid of what they might find when her brother’s
tomb was opened. She may have also feared that her hopes for
what Jesus could do would end in disappointment. But Jesus
told her that, if she believed, she would see the glory of God
(John 11:40).

Ifyou believe in the Son of God for your salvation, search your
life for something (worry, doubt, fears) that may be keeping you
from seeing God’s glory about to be revealed.

If you are prepared to anticipate God’s activity, ask him to
remove those worries, doubts, or fears.

LOVE EQUALS OBEDIENCE

Often when I am bringing my concerns before the Lord
through prayer, he will impress a passage of Scripture on my
mind. I may not know the reference, but I seek it out with a con-
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cordance until I find it. Men, prayeris interactive when you are in
relationship with God. Some men feel they can’t concentrate
when they are praying because their minds begin to be filled
with Scripture. This is God speaking to you. His Word is living
and active. If you are always looking for God to answer your
prayer, allow him to speak in any way he chooses.

The greatest proof of God's activity in the Bible is not just in
the miracles butin the timing of the miraculous. You may scien-
tifically explain how the Jordan River was backed up miles upriv-
er by some quirk of nature. But you will have quite a time
explaining how it happened at the precise moment the foot of
the priest touched the water.

God intervened in the lives of his people over and over again as
they prayed to him and waited for his response. When God says
he is going to do something, what happens next is God. If you
expect God to answer your prayers, then look around and see if
your life is not in agreement with what God has revealed to you.
After all that God has revealed to you through his Word,
through your circumstances, and through your relationship
with him, the bottom line is always your obedience. John 14:15
says, paraphrased, “If you love me, anytime I speak, you will auto-
matically obey me.”

Jesus said we are to obey—not wrestle, not fight, not argue.
Are you fussing with God about any aspect of your relationship
with him? Is something in your relationship causing a struggle? If
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you have to fight with God every time he reveals his will to you,
you might want to check what sort of love relationship you have
with him. If you require that God prove four different ways that
he is speaking to you, it may mean you don’t understand what a
love relationship with God means.

I've been married several decades. If my wife even hints that
she would like me to do something special for her,Igo out of my
way to do it because [ love her. That is the same type of relation-
ship God wants us to have with him. Do you realize what hap-
pens when you obey God? Your obedience to the slightest
word from God sets in motion the activity of God. He comes
alongside you and opens to you, your family, and your church
his mighty acts.

THINK ABOUT—PRAY ABOUT

Are you relating what God has done in your life to a ministry
for which you feel he has prepared you? Pray for a better under-
standing of what that ministry is and what you need to do to
respond to God’s leadership.

» James 1:2—4, 12 is a passage about stress tolerance.
“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face tri-
als of many kinds, because you know that the testing of
your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must fin-
ish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not
lacking anything. . .. Blessed is the man who perseveres
under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will
receive the crown of life that God has promised to those
who love him.”
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»  Pray and thank God for his Word of instruction and expla-
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nation regarding trials and perseverance.

Do you believe God can use you? Will you trust his Word
to guide you? Thank God for Scripture, and pray for
understanding and wisdom as you read and study his
Word.

You may have tried courses, radio programs, Christian
clubs and organizations, or even church without experi-
encing a loving relationship with God. Don't go any fur-
ther until you talk to your Father who has been waiting for
you all this time,

Don't bring the truth of God down to the level of your
experience. Lift your experience to the level of the
description of Christ in the Bible. Your experience, or lack
of it, does not validate the character and nature of God.
You may not be experiencing the truth of God's Word,
but that does not cancel God’s truth. Pray and ask God to
bring you into the excitement of a2 meaningful relation-
ship with him.

L. Albert H, Gerberich, The Brenneman History (Scottsdale, Penn: Mennonite Publishing
House, 1938), 1-3.






Chapter 3

GoD’s
REFINING PROCESS

“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go
and bear fruit—fruit thar will last.”

—]Ohﬂ 1516

accomplishment to someone in particular. That person

might be a spouse, a parent, or a mentor. However, in the
broader picture, we owe our entire lives, both now and forever, to
the one who redeemed us from sin and death.

Being born again is a personal encounter with the truth that
Christ has chosen us. We have not chosen and pursued him. As
the Scripture tells us, Christ first chose us, appointed us, and
instructs us to bear fruit that will last. The fruit we bear will be
everlasting because we are branches that gain our life source
from the vine, Jesus Christ.

Sometirnes people receiving awards say they owe their

r
Gy
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CHARACTER DETERMINES USEFULNESS

Believers are not where they are by accident. They gain more
of God’s perspective when they grasp a sense of divine appoint-
ment. But when believers grasp that they have been created fora
particular time and place, they must also realize that they will be
faced with opportunities to trust and serve God. Not the least of
these opportunities is the realization that believers are also
created for unity with one another. Depending on Christ to
guide and develop unity between believers may be one of life’s
greatest challenges.

My father wasa businessman in a small community. If God put
him in a place with no evangelical church, he believed he should
start one.

My first recollection of church was of being in a dance hall
with my father preaching and my mother playing the piano. My
older brother served as usher, and my younger brother and I
were the congregation. For eight months it was just the five of s,
until we started a Sunday school. It was eight years before anyone
would come as our pastor. .

That church is now the largest, strongest evangelical church
in that town. My father took seriously the Book of Acts, which
tells how God scattered the church and those who had been
scattered preached the Word wherever they went (Acts 8:4).
Chirist did not choose preachers to follow him. He called small
businessmen and others. My father was a deacon, a layman, and a
businessman, but he didn’t use the excuse that he wasn't a
“preacher” He was a servant of God, committed to sharing the
good news of Christ wherever God placed him.
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In ancient times, kinship brought specific obligations to care
for and protect related parties. When people were not of the
same clan, a covenant would be used to define 3 relationship,
binding the parties to the promises they made to one another.
Twodescriptions of God's covenant with his people can be found
in Deuteronomy 7:9 and 29:12—13. In these verses, God prom-
ised that the Israelites were his people and that he was their God.
He called this his covenant of love.

When you give Christ rule over your life, when you are “born
again,” you enter into a covenant love relationship with God. All
there is of God, including his Son and his Spirit, comes to live in
you to begin shaping your character and cleansing your life of all
that hinders you from being used in his kingdom. This covenant
relationship is not only between you and God, but it is also
between God and all of his people.

If you belong to God, you are part of a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, and a holy nation of people belonging to God (1 Pet.
2:9—10). Being in a covenant love relationship with God means
that you will love and serve him, praising him for calling you out
ofthe darkness of sin and into the light of his transforming love.

The presence of God in his people put fear in the nations sur-
rounding them. The nations were not afraid of the Israelites,
They were afraid of the God of the Israelites. How many people
tremble before the God that churches serve in their communi-
ties? The fear of God will not come upon the people outside the
church before it comes upon the people inside the church.

Every time anyone in the Bible of any significance met God,
great fear, awe, and trembling came upon them. We talk about
standing in the presence ofa Holy God, yet our response to him
is unlike anyone who stood before him in the Scriptures
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(Jer. 5:22). We must ask ourselves if we are confronting God in
such a way that a holy sense of trembling comes over us. How can
Christians proclaim a message of urgency while living a lifestyle
of complacency? Peaple will believe the message whenitis deliv-
ered by a messenger whose life demonstrates that heknows God
and takes God seriously.

[f we are Christians, we have living in us all of God's provision
for a broken world. Christ, living in us, will make a difference
through us. f people around us are not being affected by Christ,
we must consider whether there is sin in our lives hindering
Christ. Ifso, thisindicates a heart problem. Christ is not truly our
Lord if he is not having his way in our lives. If we are Christians
and no one’s life is being changed because of our presence, we
have animmediate need for repentance.

Are there people who are now a part of God's kingdom
because you shared God's good news with them? Can you iden-
tify people God placed in your life to encourage you to persevere
in your walk with God? Allow God to make you that person in
someone else’s life.

CHARACTER STUDIES

]et's look at several examples from the Bible of men whose
usefulness was determined by their character.

Barnabas was known for his ability to encourage others. He
was the sort of friend everyone likes to have around. He had been
a priest from Cyprus who sold all he had and gave it to the newly
formed church in Jerusalem. Barnabas took Paul, the new con-
vert, to Antioch to disciple him and train himin the way of Christ
(Acts 11). He and Paul, under the leadership of the Holy Spirit,



made a radical decision to take the gospel to the non-Jews amid
much criticism. His faithfulness and obedience brought the
gospel to those who could take it to the ends of the earth. Later,
Paul took Silas, and Barnabas took young John Mark as their part-
ners in mission work. Mark became the first to write an account
of the life of Christ and became a great encouragement to the
apostle Paul during Paul's time in prison. Barnabas was a man God
could use.

Nehemiah had a cushy government job, a good life, and
respect in the community, but his heart was broken. His people
lived in exile while Jerusalem and its temple lay in ruins back in
his homeland. God offered him the job of rebuilding the temple
and its city walls (Neh. 1—2). Not only was God pleased to help
Nehemiah, but the king supplied unlimited building materials,
written protection, and authority to build. Despite the constant
threats of war and the grumbling of the broken people he was
leading, Nehemiah believed God and persevered until he com-
pleted the project. His people had a temple in which to worship
God and a safe city in which to live. God used Nehemiah to
restore his people to a covenant love relationship with him.
Nehemiah was a man God could use.

Joseph, husband to Mary the mother of Jesus, was chosen by
God to raise and nurture his Son (Matt. 1.18-25). Joseph
demonstrated incredible faith and trust in God as well as obedi-
ence in times of dire circumstances (Matt. 2:1 3). He was a trades-
man, a carpenter. Joseph was a man of simple means whom God
found trustworthy and faithful. What greater privilege could a
man have than to be the earthly father to the Son of God! Joseph
was a man God could use.
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Timothy was a son from a mixed marriage. His mother was
Jewish, and his father was Greek. In his world, Timothy would
have faced the ridicule of insensitive people from both sides. His
godly mother and grandmother raised him to have faith in God.
Timothy heard about Jesus Christ and all he had done. As a
young believer, Timothy went with the apostle Paul on mission-
ary journeys where he could see the power of God demonstrat-
ed. It soon became apparent to the Christian community that
Timothy was well qualified to lead them as pastor. Paul contin-
ued his mentoring relationship by writing two letters to
Timothy {1 and 2 Tim.) and was a great encouragement and
model for him. Timothy was a man God used.

Paul’s instructions to Timothy (I Tim. 4:12—13) gave five
ways to set an example for believers. These instructions remind
us that when we consider spiritual disciplines we must go
beyond times of Bible study. Our disciplined walk with Christ is
to be continuous in our speech, our lives, in the love we show,
and in our faith and purity—as well as in reading Scripture,
preaching, and teaching,
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Paul was a man with misdirected zeal until Christ intersected
his life on the road to Damascus. He had to be molded and
shaped before God could use him significantly. This preparation
encompassed at least twelve years before Paul became an inten-
tional missionary. God used Paul, perhaps more than any other
man, to spread the gospel through the known world. Paul need-
ed much preparation in his faith because he eventually endured
much pain and torture at the hands of evil men. He was happy to
suffer for Christ because of all Christ had suffered for him. Paul

was a man God used in a great way.

SoME MEN Gob CouLp NoT USE

God will not use some men. Let's explore several types of men
God chooses not to use.

MEN WHO KNOw BEST

Some simply decide they know best and strike out on their
own apart from God. They decide that if it is going to be done
they will have to do it themselves. Their motto is: Don't just sit
there—do something!

God does not follow us. God leads us. For a man to refuse to
wait on God is sheer arrogance and pride. That man will
encounter the same fate as King Saul, who defied God’s com-
mands and offered sacrifices himselfinstead of waiting for God's
prophet, Samuel. As a result, the Spirit of God no longer guided
or empowered Saul, nor did God protect him from the
onslaught of the forces of evil.

King Saul met his end on a battlefield fighting a war apart
from God's strength and guidance. The prophet Samuel spoke
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judgment to the king: “You acted foolishly.’ . .. “You have not
kept the command the LORD your God gave you; if you had, he
would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time”
(1 Sam. 13:13).

Saul apparently thought he was justified in disobeying God.
Saul saw his men scattering, the prophet was late, the enemy was
regrouping, and he needed a blessing before it was too late. So the
king, believing that now everything was up to him, disobeyed
God's order to wait for the prophet Samuel to come and offer the
sacrifice required to gain God's favor.

God had already promised to deliver Israel (1 Sam. 12:22)
because they were his people. He had delivered them many
times before. Yet Saul’s beliefthat he had to do something, even
in direct diobedience of God’s command, carried a heavy price.
God would have continued Saul’s dynasty forever. Now God
rejected him and his house in favor of one with a heart for God
(1 Sam. 13:14). By doing what seemed humanly expedient,
Saul cut himselfofffrom God’s best. There is no justification for
disobeying God. God seeks men after his own heart who will
obey him.

MEN WHo Put LiMITS ON GOD

Other men try to put conditions on how God can use them.
I've heard some say, “I know God wouldn't send me to a cold
country. | just can’t stand the cold” Or, “I couldn’t leave my
family to follow God in missions. It would break their hearts.” Or,
“My businessis going so well right now. I couldn’t give it up yet to
follow God.”



Whatever the reason, it boils down to the fact that Jesus
Christ is not truly Lord of their lives. God does not have free
access to use anyone with those attitudes. If you put limits on
how God will use you, you will be used little, if at all. The man
God uses abandons his life into the hands of God. This is the only
way you will truly find fulfillment and meaning in life.

Jesus explained it this way. “'I tell you the truth, ... no one who
has left home or wife or brothers or parents or children for the
sake of the kingdom of God will fail to receive many times as
much in this age and, in the age to come, eternal life’”
(Luke 18:29-30).

Why would someone choose anything in this life over a heav-
enly reward? How could someone move from a self-centered
perspective to God's perspective?

MEN WITH DIVIDED HEARTS

Luke 18:18—29 is the account of Jesus’ confronting a young,
rich man. At first glance, it seems that Jesus rebuffed this follow-
er. A wealthy young man who had kept the law all his life was ask-
ing Jesus how toinherit eternal life. Looking more closely, we see
that this man was not ready to give up all and follow Christ. Jesus
looked into his heart and saw what was hindering him from fol-
lowing wholeheartedly. His heart was divided. He could not fol-
low Christ with all ofhis heart, soul, mind, and strength while he
still held allegiances to others. The young man seemed to want to
follow Jesus but on his terms, not God’s. Sadly, he could not be
used by God.
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MEN WHO WiLL NOT LISTEN TO GOD

Some refuse to believe God when he speaks to them. They
will not trust that God knows what is best. Often they will char-
acterize themselves as the pragmatic, realistic, or practical ones
of the group. One man described himself as the “doubting
Thomas” of his church. I challenged him at that point and asked
him if he was talking about Thomas before or after he met the
risen Lord. God says, “If anyone would come after me, he must
deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For who-
ever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for
me will save it” (Luke 9:23—24).

MEN WHO SHRINK GOD

We are all guilty of being God-shrinkers. J. B. Phillips wrote a
book entitled Your God Is Too Small. We bring God downto our
level in our minds and then tell him what to do! Too often
Christians live in a world void of faith, a world limited by their
own understanding and power. Their view of Godis narrow, con-
fined, and powerless. There is no victory, no life, no joy, and no
power flowing through them. Somehow they are content with
that sort of life. How sad to have so much available to them
through the Holy Spirit and not access any ofit. These men have
become of no use to God.

Paul wrote of a man named Demas who was a follower of
Christ {Col. 4:14). But because he loved the world, Demas desert-
ed Paul in his hour of need. “Do your best to come to me quickly,
for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me and has
gone to Thessalonica” (2 Tim. 4:9—-10).



Apparently the cares of the world, the deceitfulness of wealth,
or the worries oflife choked out Demas’s commitment to Christ,
and he fell away. Christ has harsh words for those who seem to
grow up among Christians but do not persevere to the end. He
continues to say, ““The Son of Man will send out his angels, and
they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and
all who do evil They will throw them into the fiery furnace,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
He who has ears, let him hear” (Matt. 13:41—43).

I am concerned that teenagers today may be unable to look
across their churches and find godly models to follow. They
observe how men treat one another in business meetings. They
know about their fathers’ business practices. They see how men
react tocrisis timesin the church, either in faith in God according
to God’s Word or according to their own fears and abilities.
When teenage boys see their models functioning just as the
world does, they will also act as the world acts. Teenagers need to
see men model a covenant relationship with God. They need to
see men God uses and watch how God blesses them for their
faithful service to him,

Unfortunately, too often we see men who demonstrate other-
wise. God calls us to be people among whom he can keep com-
ing in his mighty presence.

WhHOM HE LovEs HE CHASTENS

Take a moment to read John 15:1—8, 16. This passage trou-
bles some people because they believe that if they are not wit-
nessing or leading people to Christ they will be taken away from
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Christ and thrown into the fires of hell. That is not what this pas-
sage is saying. Jesus says he chose us to bear fruit, fruit that will
last.

We see four things in this passage:

» Some branches he takes away;

» Some branches he prunes;

» There are conditions for bearing fruit;

» Thereis accountability to the vinedresser.

Other Scripture passages can shed light on this truth. For
example, the parable of the sower and the seed (Luke 8:1-15)
provides another picture of the same truth. Some seeds grew up
quickly but fell away or withered. These are the branches that
are gathered and burned in the fire. Only one of the four sowings
of seed bore any sort of fruit. These are the seeds that parallel
what Christ says about abiding in the vine, “’If a man remains in
me and ] in him, he will bear much fruit”” (John 15:5).

Further help in understanding this truth may be found in
1 Corinthians 3:12—15: “If any man builds on this foundation
using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will
be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It
will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each
man’s work. If what he has built survives, he will receive his
reward. If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be
saved, but only as one escaping through the flames”

[ once moved into a home that had beautiful, lush rose bushes.
In fact, my new neighbors let me know in short order that they
expected me to look after those roses they so admired. I knew
nothing about caring for roses. After reading and studying all my
mind could take about roses, [ became distressed. ] learned that [
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had to show “tough love” to these beautiful plants. My inherited
rose bushes had to be chopped upin the fall in order for them to
produce a healthy crop of roses the next year. I apologetically
snipped here and there, begging the bush to forgive me with
each careful cut. When I was through, it looked pathetic and
helpless. But the secret was in the healthy roots, not the branch-
es. Sure enough, the next spring, life once again reappeared.
Almost effortlessly, dozens of buds began appearing at the end of
the lush, leafy green branches. The bush had grown even bigger
than it was the year befare!

Christ must cut out the things in our lives that hinder growth
and prevent us from bearing fruit. Useless branches can sap nutri-
ents from the healthy branches. They can slow or hinder growth.
Although painful at the time, it will be well worth the operation
in the long run.

THE DISCIPLINE OF GOD

Shaping comes first, then discipline comes during our being
used of God. The discipline of God is not spiritual warfare. Its pur-
pose is to bring greater dependency on God. If our hearts depart,
we are no longer being obedient to God. God'’s discipline is
meant to benefit us because He loves us. How would your life be
different now if no one ever disciplined or trained you? Perhaps
you have already experienced some consequences from an
earlier lack of discipline.

Take a moment to read and reflect on Hebrews 12:5—6 and
Revelation 3:19. Itis crucial that you distinguish between spiritu-
al warfare and the discipline of God. Not everything negative that
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happens to you is necessarily a satanic attack. Some may be God
trying to bring you back on track spiritually.

“My Son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline,
and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,
because the Lord disciplines those he loves,
and he punishes everyone he accepts asa son.”

(Heb. 12:5-6)

“Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be

earnest, and repent.”
(Rev. 3:19)

The prevailing attitude in many churches today says that
blessings come from God and crises come from Satan. In the Old
Testament, God alone destroyed his people. Nothing was
allowed to harm the children of God without his permission.
Only when God lifted his hand of protection from his people did
enemy forces gain the victory. It was a clear indictment against
the religious leaders of Jesus’ day when they undeniably saw the
activity of God and attributed it to Satan. Jesus called it blasphe-
my against the Holy Spirit (Matt. 12:22—32).

SPIRITUAL WARFARE

You can distinguish spiritual warfare from the discipline of
God. Goddisciplines his children because he loves them. The dis-
cipline of God brings life. The activity of Satan brings death. Your
life is either being renewed by God or depleted by Satan.



Satan desires to drive a wedge between you and God, to draw
you away from God’s presence. God's aim is always to restore his
people into a right relationship with him. God will discipline you
in such a way as to drive you back to dependency on him. Satan
will try to interrupt your usefulness to God. Is God currently
using you in an eflective way to bring people to him? Satan’s
desire is to thwart the effectiveness of those God is using and to
undermine their relationships with God. fyou are not currently
involved in effective kingdom ministries, God may be trying to
get your attention. Satan won't bother with those who are inef-
fective and useless to God. If you find that your situation is driv-
ing a wedge between you and God and that your relationship
with him is increasingly ineffective and distant, then you may be
facing spiritual warfare.

The Bible contains many examples of both spiritual warfare
and the discipline of God. Elijah fought spiritual warfare on
Mount Carmel. Despite his fear and perceived aloneness, he
stood unwavering in his commitment to God and gained the vic-
tory. Jonah faced the judgment of God because of disobedience.
Butfor the grace of God, he would have perished at sea. King Saul
faced the discipline of God and lost his kingdom because of dis-
obedience and pride. King David faced the discipline of God, lost
the life of his infant son because of adultery and murder, and
watched as his family unraveled before his eyes. Christ faced spir-
itual warfare often with possessed individuals and with the temp-
tations of Satan, who tried to separate the Son from the Father.
The apostle Paul faced spiritual warfare when he was in prison
and abused by those opposed to his gospel message.

A pastor once confided to me that he had committed
adultery and lost his family and his church. He asked me to pray
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that God would restore his ministry and his family. [ have seen
the damage pastors have caused to multitudes of Christians
because of their sin and disobedience to God. I told him I would
pray, rather, that God would discipline him and use him as a
model to other pastors who were contemplating the same kind
ofsin. ] told him [ would pray his life would be a testimony to the
seriousness of sin and the devastation it brings upon other
people. I firmly believe that to whom much responsibility is
given, much is accountable. Accepting a position of leadership
among God’s people is serious business.

Several men [ know have used King David as an excuse for
their own flagrant sin of adultery. They argue that David was a
man after God’s own heart, and God forgave David after he com-
mitted adultery. The truth is David experienced dire conse-
quences for hisimmoral lifestyle. When he committed adultery
and murder, David showed absolute disdain for the God who
gave him his kingdom. Even after he fully repented, he faced a
bleak future. The infant son born through adultery died.
David's son committed incest with his half sister; another son
ordered the death of his half brother; the sword of death never
left his family; his own wives and children turned against him; he
was not allowed to build the temple for God; and he had to face
constant reminders that he had murdered the husband of a
woman he wanted for himself. David’s sin affected many genera-
tions of his descendants. Although forgiveness comes after
repentance, the pain and responsibility for sin may remain for a
lifetime.

God will allow Satan to test your resolve as a Christian. God is
searching for those whom he can trust and whom he can use.



GOoD REFINES FOR HOLINESS

God's discipline is like the “refiner’s fire” spoken of in Malachi
3:2. Fire can be used to refine, or purify, as when silver or gold are
heated in a furnace untilimpurities float to the top of the melted
metal and are skimmed away. When God’s discipline begins to
purify you, holiness will become evident in several ways.

“Who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand
when he appears? For he will be like arefiner’sfireora
launderer’s soap.”

(Mal. 3:2)

YOUR LIFE

As the Spirit does his work in your life, your character will
begin to relinquish all the impurities that have hindered you
from God's use. Like a pure diamond, you will brilliantly reflect
Christ’s light to all those around you. Even in times of failure,
your life will demonstrate a dependency on God's grace and a
willingness to face any consequences as long as your relationship
to the Master is restored. Your view of sin and the hurt it causes
God willincrease with your love for God and your willingness to
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obey him. All those around you will begin to see God more and
you less as your life gives testimony to his presence within you.

YOUR MARRIAGE

The Spirit’s refining process will affect your marriage as well.
Your union with your wife will be centered around Christ as
your common Lord. You will understand what it is to love your
wife as Christ loved the church and gave his life for it
(Eph. 5:25). Your home will be a place where both the lost and
believers are welcome. Your home will be like a refuge and a
sanctuary for souls that are weary and thirsty. Your marriage
and your home will reflect God's wisdom and grace to those
around you. Your wife will develop a deeper trust and love for
you as she sees your desire to honor her. Your commitment and
love for your wife will deepen as your commitment and love for
your Lord increase.

You may not realize how much God has invested in your
marriage. Your marriage may be the result of hundreds of
hours of prayers offered by friends and family, asking God to
help you choose a spouse wisely so God could bless your mar-
riage. God has put two lives together that he has been molding
since birth to be a powerhouse of his activity. Are you and
your wife allowing God to use you to impact those to whom
you relate? God has a good reason for investing so much into
your marriage. He wants his investment reinvested in your off-
spring, and that could well include the godly influence of your
household upon others. Malachi 2:15 states that you, as a hus-
band, are to guard your spirit and not break faith with the wife
of your youth.
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Ifthe man God usesis married, he has a marriage that reflects
the same kind of selfless love and faithful commitment God
shows his people. God will honor and bless this relationship and
use it to bring glory to him.

YOUR FaMILY

As God brings his refining process into your life, your rela-
tionship with your children will change. Some things only God
candoin a family. God can transform relationships and link your
heart with your children’s hearts (Mal. 4:6) in a way that honors
him. He can also do that between your heart and those of your
parents. If they are no longer living, he can repair past griefs and
bring the peace that comes from repentance and forgiveness.
Trust God to heal any wounds you carry. Thank God for provid-
ing your parents to bring you into this world.

You may have tried your best as a father but never seemed to
get where you wanted to be with your children. Children have
such different personalities, and some of the things they do are
just plain annoying. As God works in your life, he will place in
you alove for your childrenand an ability to teach them and train
them that you never had before. As you begin to decrease and
God begins toincrease in your life, your children will begin to see
Christ in you and no longer see your old nature. God will begin
to turn the hearts of your children toward you. That s significant.
Many temptations can turn hearts toward the world. What bet-
ter choice is there than to have children’s hearts turned toward a
godly father.

The Holy Spirit is not just a guide to those seeking to further
the kingdom, but he is also the guide to the parent who needs
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wisdom and patience (James 1.5). God looks for godly seed
which he can use to impact generations to come (Mal. 2:15). He
is interested in your family’s being healthy and whole.
Throughout the Old Testament, God made covenants with men
and their descendants who were yet to be born {Gen. 177
Ps.37:23).

You may pass on your flaws to your children, but are you con-
sciously passing on your faith as well? The instructions to fathers
in the Bible largely center around passing on stories of God’s
faithfulness to the father and to his forefathers. Father, you have a
chance to bring great blessings to your children, grandchildren,
and their grandchildren.

You were not created for time, but for eternity! Your decisions
will have eternal consequences. Place your recent family deci-
sions alongside John 12:35—36. How do your decisions reflect
your trust in the light that Christ brings to you and your family?
Is Christ transforming relationships in and through your family?

YOUR WORKPLACE

Holiness can be both a blessing and a curse. It can be a blessing
because God will honor your commitment to him, and he will
use you in a mighty way on a daily basis. It can be a curse because
your mere presence can bring out the worst in others. This was
realized in the life of Christ. He lived in the constant care and pro-
tection of his Father because of his obedience and love. Yet those
all around him were either attracted to him or repulsed by him,
depending on the condition of their hearts. The religious leaders
of the day eventually had him crucified, partly because he con-
stantly made them aware of their emptiness, corruption, and self-
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seeking religious practices. The religious leaders, the most
respected men of the day, were reduced to reviling, spiteful, plot-
ting assassins simply because Jesus healed a man who was blind
(John 9:13—34). Asafollower of the Master, you will also experi-
ence both blessing and curse.

Your holiness will bring out the best and the worst in others
(John 15:18-25). Your commitment to God will reveal their
lack of commitment. Your love for God will reveal their indiffer-
ence or opposition to God. Your desire to please God will show
their desire to please themselves more clearly. Whatever you do
and wherever you go, you will be alight that will reveal the deeds
ofdarkness. You will also be like a lighthouse that shines through
the night, leading ships to safe harbors. Rest assured that your life,
once given wholly to God, will impact your workplace with the
powerful truth of Jesus Christ. You will be surprised by the peo-
ple who will notice your life and come to youinquiring of the dif
ference between your life and that of others. They will see Christ
shining through you.

YoUR CHURCH

The life God refines will also impact his church. Charles
Sheldon’s book In His Stepsshows what God can doin a church
when he has access to one life ready to be used. Charles Sheldon
began to take seriously his commitment to Christ. He asked one
simple question each time he had a decision to make, “What
would Jesusdo?” His life radically changed, and he began to affect
others. A small group in his church began to follow his example,
and his whole church was quickly transformed. Their
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commitment to follow the leadership of Christ impacted their
entire community and city.

Once transformed by the refining power of the Holy Spirit,
your life can’t help butimpact your church. God will lead you to
ask the tough questions in business meetings and in committee
meetings—questions like:

» Whatwould Jesusdo?
» Have we seriously sought the Lord’s will in this matter?
» How can God use this to bring glory to himself?

You will begin to notice God's leading the church in particular
directions of outreach and ministry. You will sense areas God is
leading your church. And, just as in your workplace, you will
begin to make others around you feel uncomfortable.

Your church may start to realize just how little they actually
depend on God. In fact, your church may realize thatif God were
to remove his Spirit entirely from your church, there might be
little change from the regular activities. A man who is being
refined can help a church see its true state of holiness and sepa-
rateness from the world (1 Pet. 2:9). God can use you asaninstru-
ment to bring revival and spiritual awakening to a people who are
spiritually dry and thirsty and of little use to the Master.

God wants to use you in your present area of ministry such as
a Bible study class or a children’s program. Wherever the Master
has placed you, you can act like leaven in bread (Matt. 13:33) or
like a small mustard seed that grows into a large shrub (Matt.
13:31-2). God may also have such access to your heart that he
can lead you to the ministry he has prepared for you.
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ToE ACTIVITY OF GOD IN QUR LIVES

The activity of God in our lives helps us to continue to be of
use to God. Let’s look at the implications of that statement
through John 17:15-23.

JESUS INTERCEDES FOR Us

Jesus could have remained on earth after his resurrection and
continued his ministry in Galilee, but his plan was to work
through those who believed in him to reach the world (John
17:9, 11). He sent the Holy Spirit as our comforter and guide
(John 14:26). He continuesto intercede on our behalf before the
Father (Ieb. 7:25) along with the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:26—27).
Christ knows the help we need from day to day: “We do not have
a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we
are—yet was without sin” (Heb. 4:15),

Gob Keeps Us FROM THE EviL ONE

God does not take us out of the world; rather, he keeps usfrom
the evil one (John 17:15). We are Christ’s hands, his feet, and his
mouth while we are on earth (John 14:12). We are created in
Christ Jesus to walk as he walked, to do the things he did while he
was on earth.

None of us was an accident. Rather, we were each created by
God to have fellowship with him and to be accessible vessels that
God can use. The one challenge we face is given by the one who
hates God most, Satan. He is the one who tempts usto do wrong.
He is the one who schemes todestroy our relationship with God
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and render us useless to God. God alone has the power to rebuff
Satan and render him powerless. Christ goes to God on our
behalf to bind Satan’s attempts to destroy us. He intercedes for
us continually!

THE FATHER SANCTIFIES US

The Father sanctifies by truth (John 17:17 19). Christ asked
the Father to sanctify us by the truth and then said, “Your word s
truth” (v. 17). Paultalks of Christ giving himself up for the church
“to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water
through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant
church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy
and blameless” (Eph. 5:26—27). Sanctification is the process by
which we are made holy. This begins at conversion when we are
justified through Christ and lasts throughout our lives as the
Holy Spirit continues his work. Sanctification is accomplished
primarily through God's Word. As we encounter God in his
Word, he reveals to us things about ourselves, about himself, and
about others, We then are obligated to act on those revelations,
or we live in disobedience. As we obey the revelations of God, we
continue in the process of our sanctification.

Christ shows the importance of our sanctification in his prayer
for usin John 15. We too ought to see it as a part of the refining
processin being used by God.



Jesus SENDS Us

Jesus sends us into the world (John 17:18). Second
Corinthians 5:20says, “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as
though God were making his appeal through us” Christ has
given us “the ministry of reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5:18), a ministry
he began when he was on earth. When Christ said, “As you sent
me into the world, so I have sent them into the world” (John
17:18), he meant that we were to have the same relationship
with him as he had with his Father—the same trust, love, and
dependency. “I am in my Father, and you are in me, and ] am in
you” (John 14:20). What a comfort to know we are not out on
our own trying to make a difference in the world, but we have
been chosen, appointed, and sent by the King of kings and the
Lord oflords to be his ambassadors of light! We go on his author-
ity, his power, his strength, on his terms, and with his protection.
We are sent bearing a message of hope in a hopeless world.

CHrIST UNITES Us

Christ intercedes for union with God (John 17:20-21).
Unity is perhaps the single most important factor in the success
of Christians. “’Every kingdom divided against itself will be
ruined, and every city or household divided against itself will not
stand”” (Matt. 12:25). Unity happens when “‘two of you on earth
agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my
Father in heaven. For where two or three come together in my
name, there am [ with them’” (Matt. 18:19—20). Christ is found
in the midst of unity and agreement.

The spirit of division came into mankind in the garden of Eden
with a deceitful serpent. Paul warned about those in our midst
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who cause divisions and put obstacles in our way (Rom.
16:17—18).

Division has caused the downfall of families, churches, denom-
inations, and countries. No wonder Christ felt it important to
pray to the Father for our oneness with him. Christ demonstrat-
ed perfect unity and oneness with his Father while he lived on
earth. Through his unity with the Father, Christ was able to with-
stand temptations, false accusations, unending harassment,
betrayal, and death.

We have the same Spirit as Christ. This Spirit brings us into
perfect union with the Father as we are obedient, faithful, and
yielding to God. Christ says that the purpose for our oneness
with him and his Father is “to let the world know that you sent
me and have loved them even as you have loved me” (John
17:23). God'’s single-minded purpose is to redeem a lost world.
We have been redeemed, and now we are joining God in his mis-
sion to reclaim souls. Everything we become, through the power
of Christ working in us, is for the purpose of reaching the lost
around us. We are not being refined just to be holy but to be used
by God to reach lost souls. We are not to reach unity simply to
enjoy one another’s presence in fellowship and worship but so
the world may believe Christ was sent by the love of God to
redeem them for eternity.

Jrsus Gives Us His GLORY

Christ gives us his glory (honor, praise, separateness) so we
may be one—united together in heart and mind (John 17:22).
This, indeed, is a great honor and one that should not be taken
lightly. We have been prayed for by the Creator (John 1:3) to his
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Father who gave us his glory, the glory that the Father had given
him, so that we may be one as he and his Father are one. Since this
is true, we would have to work hard to bring division among our
fellow Christians. We would have to work against the prayersand
the glory of Jesus Christ himself to bring strife or disunity into
our relationships with others.

Christ’s prayer found in John 17 is one of the most relevant
prayers for Christians. It is a transparent, intimate look at Christ’s
relationship with his loving Father. When you pray, do you have
asense that you are speaking to your Father in heaven who loves
you, who lives in you, and who guides you daily through all the
enemy has sent your way? This prayer was said just minutes
before Christ was unjustly arrested, tried, and then crucified for
your sins. Does that add further meaning for you? Take time to
read and reread John 17 keeping in mind it was the last recorded
prayer of Christ for you before he suffered a torturous deathona
Roman cross for your sins.

THINK AROUT—PRAY ABOUT

After reading in the Bible about these men God used, do you
understand that you are not different from them? God did not
use men because of their skills; God used them because of their
willingness.

» Think about your response to God. Are you trying to
serve him based on your skills, or have you offered God
yourselfto use in any way he chooses?

» Have you ever had to ask God to forgive you? When you
did, did you do so biblically? Did you pray, “Oh heavenly
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Father, I come in desperation before you today pleading
for forgiveness and a restored relationship with you,
against whom I have sinned. And Father, please forgive me
in exactly the same way [ have forgiven those who have
sinned against me”? Most men have said the Lord’s Prayer
athousand times, but few take it seriously. We expect alot
from God, but we do not take seriously what he expects of
usina covenant relationship.

Think about a time in your life when you encountered the
discipline of God. Read Hebrews 12:10—11. Pray a prayer
of commitment to obey God and receive his discipline asa
sign of hislove for you.

We have tremendous potential to glorify God if we will
obey him and accept his discipline in our lives. Pray for
God's refining fire in your life as it affects your marriage,
family, workplace, and church. Thank God for his love and
discipline.

Think about God’s activity in your life as you reflect on
the following passage. “God ‘will give to each person
according to what he has done’ To those who by persist-
ence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he
will give eternal life. But for those who are selfseeking and
who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath
and anger. There will be trouble and distress for every
human being who does evil ... but glory, honor and peace
for everyone who does good” (Rom. 26—10).
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THE GODLY MAN'S RESPONSE TO GOD

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.
We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

—John 114

hat makes a man godly? It isn’t his good deeds or
W pleasing attitude. It isn't the sacrifices he might make
for others or even the stands he takes. What makes a
man godly is the presence and guidance of God in his life. All of us
have been affected in some way by people we have met or experi-
ences we have had. Consider the impact of having encountered a
holy God through Christ. The result of God's presence in a
man'’s life is a growing relationship with God that results in love
for, and obedience to, God.
A man’s relationship with God affects all ofhis relationships—
with family, neighbors, coworkers, and even with his concern for

W
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people he does not know. A godly man'’s relationship with God
will impact not only the present but, as the Bible often shows,
the future.

Asagodly man encounters God, he must seek to hear and rec-
ognize what God is saying to him. His hearing and obeying could
have consequences for generations to come and be the key to
others’ sharing eternity with Christ.

IN DoiNG His WILL, WE EXPERIENCE GOD

My father was a machine gunner in the first World War. He
fought at Vimy Ridge, where he was wounded and many thou-
sands of lives were lost. He told me of one day when his com-
manding officer ordered him to take his men out of the trenches
and across a field that had been mined by the enemy. He was to
wait for the mine expert to lead him and his men safely through.
When the expert arrived, he said, “I will take you across on one
condition: whenever I tell you to do something, do it without
question. [t will mean your life and mine ifyoudon't” The expert
took my father and his men safely through the field. My father’s
future, as well as his children’s and grandchildren’s futures,
depended on his obedience that day.

Qur world is full of land mines planted by the enemy. Our lov-
ing heavenly Father knows just where they are planted and asks
us to walk with him safely through them. Our future and the
futures of our children depend entirely on our obedience to the
expert. Jesus said in John 16:7“Itis for your good that I am going
away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if
Igo, Iwillsend him to you” The Holy Spirit is our teacher, and he
will apply God'’s Word to our hearts.
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Reading Scripture is a personal encounter with God. God
reveals himself to us through his Word by the Holy Spirit.
Because this is an encounter with God, whatever you do next
reveals what you believe about God, and it will determine
whether you will truly experience God. You cannot experience
God outside of doing his will. By following God, you will know
and experience God's using your life,

When the disciples began to do what Jesus said, they saw how
the multitudes were fed. When Moses obeyed God, the waters
parted, and God’s people were delivered from captivity.
Throughout Scripture, men heard instructions from God and
began to follow them; and in doing so, they experienced what
God had said. Don't confuse understanding with doing. Some of
us feel if we've read the Scripture and understand it that God’s
revelation is automatically going to happen. It won't automati-
cally happen until we adjust our lives and begin to be obedient to
what God has said.

Scripture is not a concept; Scripture is a person (John 1:1, 14).
When you stand before the Word of Geod, you are not merely
encountering a concept; you are standing face-to-face with God.
Your response to him will be radically different from standing
before a book. The moment you choose to read his Word, you
choose to come into his presence, face-to-face. When you stand
before God, whatever you do next reveals the nature of your
relationship to him. You cannot go away from his presence and
say, “I'm going to discuss this with my wife to see if we're going to
obey or not” without offending him. The truth of God is not set-
tled in a discussion.

The Word is a person. The Word is God speaking to you and
me. The Word became flesh in Jesus Christ and lived among us.
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The Bible is our opportunity to know Jesus betterandfor himto
speak to us. The Holy Spirit will instruct and guide us in doing
the will of God as we study the Word of God.

We've been coming to the Bible looking for points to discuss
and issues to debate far too long. We must get back to what
Christ said: ““The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they
are life. Yet there are some of you who do not believe”
(John 6:63—64).

As Christ lived in the Father, so too must we live in him. “Man
does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from
the mouth of the LORD” (Deut. 8:3). The Spirit uses the
Scriptures to bring us face-to-face with God. The Scripture is his
instrument through which the personal encounter can happen.
When the Spirit of God reveals himselfthrough the Scriptures, it
is not a concept he is revealing to us but God himself

John 3:16 is a familiar verse to many. But it is also a remarkable
revelation about God. It reveals that God loved the whole world,
not just some certain groups of people. It reveals that he loved
those who knew him and those who did not. It reveals that his
love extends to giving his own Son to die for us so that whoever
believes in God's love will escape death and have everlasting life.
From this familiar verse, we learn much about the love God has
for us and the relationship of love he desires from us.

The person who loves Christ will do what God says. However,
he will struggle with his obedience to Christ if he doesn’t love
God. Ifanyone tries to obey Christ without loving him, it will be
a burden and a duty. He will never experience the joy and bless-
ings that Christ intends for him to have. If a person has lost his
first love, he will be a Christian who serves out of duty, loyalty to
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achurch, obligation to others, or out of guilt from sin, but not out
oflove.

Jesus said, “Ifanyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My
Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our
home with him"” (John 14:23). You can participate in religious
activity without a relationship with God. Many do. Butifyou are
serving from these motives, you will miss experiencing God the
way he created you to experience him. Everything in your life
will be meaningless and fruitless. Your love for him determines
your obedience, and your obedience determines your experi-
encing God. We love him because he first loved us {1 John 4:19).
Don'tlose heartin obeying God.

Love for God causes you to want to do what he says. It keeps
your “doing” from becoming burdensome and causes you to find
joy in your obedience (John 15:9—11).

The Bible says of Jesus, “Although he was a son, he learned
obedience from what he suffered and, once made perfect, he
became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him”
(Heb. 5:8—9). Jesus learned obedience through suffering. Men
today are not willing to suffer and often avoid pain at all costs. If
our marriages are in decline, we divorce. If our teenagers rebel,
we throw them out of our homes. If we have pain, we search for
a drug to end it. Pain is our body’s alarm system. Pain tells us
something needs immediate attention. Pain in the Christian life
leads to a focused alertness to the activity of God, whose pur-
pose is to lead us to obedience. If we felt no pain when we were
disobeying God and, therefore, had nothing to restrain us, we
could self-destruct.

Jesus Christ also learned obedience in his relationship with
God. Jesus’ daily communion with the Father was his source of
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strength and direction. ““My Father is always at his work to this
very day, and [, too, am working.’ . .. ‘I tell you the truth, the Son
can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father
doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. For
the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does’” (John 5:17
19-20).

GOD SETS THE AGENDA

Christians love to plan. Short-range goals, long-range plans,
objectives, and targets are all a part of this obsession with plan-
ning. This was how Saul functioned before Christ intersected his
life and renamed him Paul the apostle. He was zealous for reach-
ing his goal of ridding the regions of followers of the Way. But
once Paul had an encounter with Christ, his agenda changed. His
fervor and zeal focused on growing the kingdom rather than
planning its destruction.

I know men who go the distance to reach a goal and feel they
have done God a great service. They are doing lots of “good
things,” but they are not being obedient to Christ. Goal setting is
man-centered, We celebrate reaching goals rather than obeying
God. Too often we have accomplished much in our own eyes but
pathetically little in the eyes of God. We cannot grow God'sking-
dom; only he can do that.

Paul wrote that he considered everything a foss compared to
the greatness ofknowing Christ Jesus (Phil. 3:8—10). Thisisfrom
a man who accomplished a great deal just by surviving to write
his letter to the Philippians, not to mention the many churches
he planted in the many cities where he took the gospel. Paul’s
missionary journeys were remarkable. But what Paul found great
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in his life was the miracle of being able to know and love Christ.
His greatest desire was to know Christ and share in his sufferings,
and like him, be resurrected from the dead.

Have you known of congregations setting goals like these?

Everyone will know Christ and follow him.

Everyone will experience and demonstrate the power of
Christ’s resurrection.

Everyone will fellowship by sharing in Jesus’ sufferings.
Everyone will become like Christ and so attain the resur-
rection from the dead when he returns.

Do you think a church will grow if its members seek to
achieve these goals? The church would burst through its walls!
People who earnestly seek to be found in Christ, who demon-
strate the power of Christ in their lives, and who aren’t afraid to
suffer as Christ did to be raised again to eternal joy will draw
other people to Christ in droves. Goals are not bad as long as we
let God set them. How do we do that?

God will reveal to us only what is important for the moment.
He may share with us a vision for where we are headed, like
Moses’ going to the promised land. But the immediate future can
radically shift without notice. God revealed to Moses that he was
taking his people to adestination, but for every circumstance and
surprise in between, Moses had to rely on God for the details,

GoD Is OuUR RESOURCE

God s not predictable, but he is consistent. Man’s wéys are dif-
ferent from God's ways (Isa. 55:8—9). As Christians, we will not
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automatically make every decision correctly. We must seek the
Lord at every turn.

Ionce heard akey denominational leader say, “Men, we have all
the resources we need to win America to Christ. Our resources
are people and finances.” He went on to describe a program he
was launching later that year.

That mind-set has two major flaws, First, we cannot win any-
body; that's God's task. Second, our resources are not “us and
our money.” Our resource in kingdom work is God. If we cele-
brate that we can bring in the kingdom of God with our people
and our finances, God will not stand for it. God will bring our
efforts to an end in quick order. We are a covenant people who
carry his name.

Iknow if I spoke to this denominational leader and confront-
ed him with his mind-set he would say, “Of course, we all under-
stand that God grows the kingdom. That is just understood!”
But if we have to add God as a footnote when we speak of
winning the world, then the center of our lives is out of focus.
God is not a footnote we add to legitimize our plans and pro-
grams. The man God uses knows that God is the essence of
redeeming a people to himself.

Several years ago [ talked with a group of church leaders in a
major metroplex and asked them how their churches were
doing. They all indicated they were seeing some growth. I then
asked them how their cities were doing. They all agreed that vio-
lent crime had risen, that murders were rapidly increasing, and
that corruption between state leaders and financial institutions
seemed out of control. I wondered how this was possible. This
was an area with a high density of churches and one of the high-
est ratios of church attendees. How could these Christians make
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so little difference in the world around them?They were reach-
ing their building project goals and their high attendance goals.
They had met alot of good goals. But had they been obedient to
the Master? The man God uses would grieve over the condition
of his nation because, although all the goals were reached, the
gates of hell stood firm.

When revival broke out in Wales in 1904—1905, bars closed,
jails were empty, and prostitution ceased. Cities were radically
affected. When the people of God are touched by the power of
God and are obedient to the Word of God, they can turn a world
upside down! We're to be salt and light. Ifin the presence oflight
the city increases in darkness, what is to be said about the light?
Either something is wrong with it, or it is hidden.

GOD INTERACTS THROUGH
PRAYER AND His WORD

I recall a time in my life when I prayed to God requesting
something of him but kept seeing something different happen. 1
became frustrated. I had always been told that if God didn’t
answer my prayer [ needed to be persistent in my prayer and
keep asking God until it was answered—or that I had sin in my
life which was preventing his answering. But somehow this time
seerned different.

I decided that the only way I could find out what God was
doing was to let him tell me what he was doing through his
Word. So I continued reading the Scriptures at a time when I was
praying in one direction, receiving something else, and wonder-

ing why.
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[ was reading Mark 2:1—12 when God seemed to say to me,
“Henry, [ want you to notice something here” Some men were
asking Christ to heal their friend. They even carried him to the
roof and lowered him down on ropes to get him close to Jesus.
Instead of immediately healing the sick man, Christ said, “ Your
sins are forgiven.” They wanted healing, and Jesus offered for-
giveness.

[ began meditating on this passage, especially on Mark 2:9—11.
God said to me, “Henry, these men were asking for one thing, but
I had so much more to give them. They wanted a gift from me,
and I wanted to make them my children so they could inherit
everything, including healing” If God had healed the man with-
out forgiving his sins, he would have lost out on so much more
God had to offer. When ! realized this, [ immediately prayed,
“Oh, Lord, if I ever make a request and you have something bet-
ter in mind for me, please cancel my request!”

Thisis the crux of how often we ask for something good when
asking for whatever God has to give us would bring us the best.
Jesus not only provided for a physical problem, but he also pro-
vided for the spiritual one as well. We must direct our prayers so
that they do not limit God by our limited understanding. T have
found over and over that God usually wants far more for us than
we ask. Just read Ephesians 3:20 and 1 Corinthians 2:.9. We gen-
erally “underask” God in our prayers.

When my son Richard was just a boy, I bought him his first
bicycle (a blue two-wheeler with many accessories), and L hid it
in the garage. Then I had the task of convincing Richard that
what he really wanted for Christmas was a blue bicycle. [ had in
mind a wonderful surprise for my son. All he had to do was ask.
The bike was there waiting for him. This is how I understand
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God'’s working in relationship with us. You know what my son
asked for that Christmas? A blue two-wheeler.

In 1 Thessalonians 5:16—17 we are told, “Be joyful always; pray
continually” Ephesians 6:18 carries this command, “Pray in the
Spirit onall occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With
thisin mind, be alert and alwayskeep on praying forall the saints.”
God wants us to pray without ceasing. Then we will be in full
communion with him at all times, and we will be able to walk in
the Spirit.

Our ultimate goal as Christians is to be one with Christ as heis
one with his Father. This means to be of the same attitude, mind-
set, and desires as Christ.

Prayer is one of the means whereby God interacts with us. [
recall coming before God in a particularly difficult crisis time in
my ministry. As I poured out my heart to God, seeking his wis-
dom and guidance, a particular Scripture reference popped into
my head. This verse was not one [ had previously memorized or
recently read. In fact, I had no earthly idea what it could say.
When I flipped open my Bible to the passage, it was exactly the
answer, almost word for word, that [ was seeking. God used his
Word to speak clearly to me during my prayer time with him.

Too often, when we come before God in prayer, we start
rattling off our requests. But, if we stopped first and humbly
asked him what he wanted to give us, and then prayed for those
things, what might God do? Matthew 7:11 tells us that God's
approach to giving is to give good gifts to those who ask him.
The gifts are good because he knows what we need. Most
parents are attentive and committed to their children. This
Scripture says that, even though we are evil, we know how to
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give good gifts to our children. How much more will our Father
in heaven give good gifts!

Remember the process of how God uses a man. God chooses
a man, calls him, prepares, and uses him. This will be important
to keep in mind as you pray. It helps explain God'’s response to
our prayers. For example, ifa single man were to pray to God fora
wonderful, godly wife of noble character, yet his character
demonstrated that he was nowhere near ready to be responsible
for a godly wife, God would refuse him the request. God will
match his blessings to our character. How tragic it would be fora
man of small character and unstable faith to be given the respon-
sibility of a committed Christian woman whom God has been
fashioning for his purposes. Her effectiveness in service to her
Lord could be forever compromised by her husband’s lack of
godliness.

Should you seek a position of importance and influence to
serve the Lord and not receive it, God may be saying to you that
your character is not yet ready to handle the blessing of fame or
fortune. God may deliberately withhold certain blessings
because it would feed your character flaws and give opportunity
for Satan to tempt you to sin. As our character becomes more
godly and as we become more trustworthy and faithful, God is
able to answer more of our prayers. God can then give us our
heart’s desires (Ps. 21:2) because they will not lead us to sin, and
our character will be able to handle the blessings. The man God
uses trusts that God knows best and will not withhold anything
good from his servant unless, {1)it is for his protection, (2)itisin
his best interest, and (3) God has something better in mind.

The man God uses is first encountered by God. If God
chooses to make his presence known, you must first recognize it
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is God and recognize what he is trying to say to you. Also, you
must recognize that God has the unconditional right to your life.
God doesn't say, “Please.” He is Lord of your life if you are a
Christian. God has the right to help himselfto your life anytime
he wants. The essence of becoming a Christian is releasing your
life into the lordship of Jesus Christ unconditionally, Without
that release, there is no possibility of being born again by the
Spirit of God. The essence of sin is rebellion, or refusing to
acknowledge that Christ has the right to be Lord.

Before you were born, God knew you. Before you were saved,
God was shaping your life. He was molding everything about
you. From the day he saved you, God has had greater access to
do that work. The Christian life is a relationship with a person
who has taken upon himself the responsibility of shaping and
molding you until you are the person he wants you to be. As
you walk in your relationship with God, he will begin to unfold
everything he has accomplished in you and make it real,
personal, and complete.

Abraham was encountered by God, who made a covenant
with him. God wanted (1) to make Abraham into a great nation,
(2) to make his name great, and (3) to bless those who blessed
him if Abraham would obey him. Abraham simply had to
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respond in obedience, and God would then set in Abraham’s
character everything needed to accomplish what God wanted to
happen through hislife. And Abraham did!

Isaiah was not driven to please God until he had a personal
encounter with God during a crisis time (Isa. 6). He was
broughtinto the presence of God in his vision and given a divine
invitation of service. He responded “Here am 1. Send me!” This
simple response changed his life forever. From that day forward
Isaiah became a mouthpiece that God used to influence kings
and to encourage his people. Isaiah was faithful, trustworthy,
and obedient.

Jeremiah was chosen from before conception to serve God
(Jer. 1:5). God had elected Jeremiah to be his prophet. Jeremiah’s
prophecies of doom made him extremely unpopular with the
leaders, both political and religious, and he found himself carried
into exile in Egypt. He remained faithful to God despite enor-
mous opposition and ridicule. His faithfulness was a testimony to
both the faithfulness and the judgment of God. Sometimes God
will give you an unpopular message to share with others, but the
goal of the message is to bring people back into a loving relation-
ship with him.

The call of the disciples seems fairly straightforward. Jesus said,
“Follow me,” and they did. Jesus had been living and performing
miracles in the Galilee region for some time before he called his
disciples (Luke 4). They had, no doubt, heard of him, and they
may have sat near him as he spoke ofthe kingdom of God.

Jesus will not call us to any task without first establishing a
relationship with us to develop trust and faith. At the same time,
the disciples did not have full understanding of who Christ was,
and their obedience was based on the little knowledge they did
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have. Christ will encounter each of us on a level we can under-
stand and obey.

FPaul had a dramatic encounter unlike anyone else in the
Bible. He also was given an assignment unlike anyone else’s,
Christ was well aware of Paul's education and background as
well as his dogged persistence to eradicate believers. Christ
encountered Paul in a way Paul needed. The encounter had
maximum impact and broughtimmediate repentance and redi-
rectionin Paul’s life. In Paul's mind, he had been vigorously serv-
ing God all along. But his encounter with Christ brought the
blinding truth of his misdirected zeal to light. Although he was
physically blinded, Paul could truly see for the first time in his
life. Paul now could boast in Christ instead of himself He could
devote his life to the Lord he had been persecuting. More than
fourteen years later he was given the mission of taking the
gospel to the Gentiles. God had a lot of preparation to do in
Paul’s life before he was ready to be used.

GoD TAKES THE INITIATIVE

A group of fifteen Fortune 500 CEOs met with me not long
ago. As we talked together, they were touched by God and real-
ized he had placed them in strategic positions to have a major
impact on lives and communities. We looked at Isaiah 11.2—5
together. These verses from the Book of Isaiah list the resources
of God available to any man for decision making. These men real-
ized they have access to God as their resource in making moral
and ethical decisions.
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“The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him —
the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and of power,
the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the
LorD —
and he will delight in the fear of the LORD.
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,
or decide by what he hears with his ears;
but with righteousness he will judge the needy,
with justice he will give decisions for the
poor of the earth.
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;
with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.
Righteousness will be his belt
and faithfulnes the sash around his waist.”
(Isa. 11:2—5)

These Fortune 500 executives realized that, as Christians,
they cannot make decisions according to what they see with
their eyes or hear with their ears. Rather, they have to depend
on righteousness, justice, and faithfulness when they make
decisions.

When the Spirit of God rests on a man in the midst of the
impossible, God doesa mighty work. The conditionis that God’s
Spirit of power will rest on the one whois humble and contrite. If
you bow before Christ as Lord, he will raise you up in his
strength, wisdom, and power. God's Spirit willissue an invitation
to you to participate with God in his activity. It may be through
his Word, through your prayer time, through involvement with
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other Christians, or through the circumstances in which you
find yourself. -

God's encounter always brings a specific response. The chal-
lenge of having an experience with God s that it has to be trans-
lated into action. Christ did not come to earth simply so his dis-
ciples could have a deeper understanding of who God is. Christ
came to give sight to the blind, to free captives, to restore
people to wholeness, and to bring them eternal life. In eternity
we can focus on knowing God more intimately, for we will need
all of eternity.

What does God intend for believers to be on earth?“You are a
chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belong-
ing to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called
you out of darkness into his wonderful light” (1 Pet. 2:9),

This verse says that God intends us to be a chosen people, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation, and a people belonging to God.
For what purpose? That God's people may declare his praises as
the one who called them out of darknessinto his wonderful light.

How A Gobry MAN RESPONDS TO GOD

A godly man responds to God in several ways. We can know if
we are making a godly response by laying our responses along-
side Scripture.

FEAR OF GOD

The godly man will respond to an encounter with Almighty
God with awe, reverence, respect, and fear, Perfect love (God)
drives out all fear (1 John 4:18). Initially this seems contradictory.
But to respond to God properly, we need a balance like that of a



healthy relationship between a father and his children. A father
who s all love is permissive. A father who is all discipline is cold
and harsh. God is neither permissive nor cold and harsh. If we pre-
sume upon God's love, we are in danger of responding flippantly
or with too much familiarity. Thus we compromise our obedi-
ence to him. Ifwe hold to too much fear, we obey out of obliga-
tion and out of the fear of punishment. The balance is in baving a
healthy respect and awe for a God who would stoop to fellow-
ship with his creation while at the same time understanding that
he cared enough to have his Son diein our place.

God's love transforms us. God's love casts out fears and devel-
ops our faith. God's children must accept his love on his terms. If
not, they may filter it through their earthly experiences and con-
sequently fear and mistrustit.

SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD

“He is Lord” is a popular phrase, but do we understand it? A
godly man understands God’s love, but he also understands
God'’s sovereignty. A godly man would never assume that men
could frustrate or prevent God’s will in his life. Other people can
have absolutely no effect on whether God can carry out his will
Only we can determine that outcome through our obedience.

Christis Lord! Heis Lord of all or not Lord at all. No person has
more authority (Matt. 28:18), more power, or more control than
Christ. No one. Jesus has complete control over the physical
world, including the weather (Matt. 8:26). Can you imagine the
physical power, even if we could produce it, required to stop a
wave? And yet, our Lord stopped the motion of millions of tons
of water with his words. Christ also has lordship over our physi-



cal bodies, healing all kinds of sickness with his touch (Luke
4:40). Christ’s lordship extends to power over death, restoring
life in an instant (Luke 7:15). When we say Christ is Lord, we
must remember that Christ is Lord over all. His power is infinite,
far exceeding anything we could even imagine.

TOTAL OBEDIENCE IN FAITH

A godly man makes no demands on God, nor does he argue
with God. Arguing indicates either a lack of understanding of
what God has said to us or our unwillingness to allow him control
of our lives. We do not know the mind of God, nor do we compre-
hend the generational effects our obedience or lack ofit will have.
Only Godknows. Forus to try to place conditions on how we will
allow God to use usis arrogant, proud, and rebellious. It indicates
aheart problem. Only total obedience will accomplish in our lives
what God has intended. Remember the result of King Saul’s par-
tial obedience (1 Sam. 15:22—23). His kingdom was taken from
him, and David was anointed in his place.

ACCOUNTABILITY

The man God uses is well aware that the kingdom of God has a
system of checks and balances. God holds us to the commitments
we have made to him. God gave his Spirit as a deposit guaranteeing
what was to come, namely our eternal salvation (Eph. 11 3—14),

God has also guaranteed that we will be judged, and for that
reason, we determine to please him (2 Cor. 5:9—10). [ have often
thought that a terrible judgment God could impose would be to
reveal what could have been. Too often we may choose something
“good” instead of waiting for God to reveal his “best” The Bible
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tells us that we will reap what we sow (Gal. 6:7—8). Many consid-
er this verse to remind us that we are accountable for our sins. But
it is also a reminder that when we sow to “please the Spirit,” God
wants to guide us to the best harvest for his kingdom.

Whatever you do, work atit with all your heart, as working for
the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an
inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you
are serving (Col. 3:23—24).

Joy

“If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just
as [ have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love. I
have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy
may be complete’”” (John 15:10—11). Our natural reaction to an
encounter with God will be joy. What a privilege, what an honor,
what a miracle, that God would want to commune with me and
count me worthy to act on his behalfin a world of need!

The man God uses will display a true picture of what the Holy
Spirit’s nature is in his response to God. Isaiah and J eremiah pro-
vide two great descriptions of this:

“Mly servants will sing
out of the joy of their hearts”
(Isa. 65:14)

“When your words came, I ate them;
they were my joy and my heart’s delight,
for [ bear your name,
O LorD God Almighty”
(Jer. 15:16)
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HumiLrry

The man God uses will respond with deep humility, recogniz-
ing who he is in relation to God. We are the created; God is the
Creator. For us to accept a divine interaction with pride or self-
ishness will cancel God's request of us. We ought never to con-
sider that God has decided to use us because of our abilities or
intellect. Pride will immediately compromise our effectiveness
(Prov. 16:5).

ENCOURAGEMENT TO OTHERS

The man God usesis not critical but patient, forgiving, and gra-
cious to others. He encourages those who need a word from the
Lord. His faith will be a model for others.

I had the privilege of beginning a small Bible school in one of
the congregations | pastored. I soon needed fellow pastors to
come and teach with me as the number of students rapidly
increased. [ recall asking a pastor four hundred miles away to
teach with me on a weekly basis and to trust the Lord to provide
the finances to allow this to happen. I remember his words,
“Henry, I don’t see how in the world it’s going to happen, but
according to your faith, I believe it will be done” He was faithful,
and his life was forever changed because he was. The response of
the man God uses can profoundly impact others, His faith and
obedience can bless those around him.

The Scriptures have many examples of how one man encour-
aged another. Jonathan was David’s soul mate and saved his life
several times (1 Sam. 20). Elijah the prophet was a mentor to
Elisha, who learned from him, and God did twice the miracles
through Elisha as his predecessor (2 Kings 2:9—25). Paul was a
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spiritual father to young Timothy and guided him into effective
ministry (1 Tim. 1:2). Barnabas not only helped the new convert
Paul to get grounded in the faith (Acts 11:25—26), but he also
took on the timid John Mark, who would be the first to write a
book on the life of Christ.

Investing in others’ fives is no small thing. A Sunday school
teacher asked a young boy named Billy to pray with him to
accept Christ. Billy became Dr. Billy Graham, the noted evangel-
ist used mightily of God around the world.

THE RESPONSE OF THE M AN GOD USES
INvoLVvES GOD'S PEOPLE

God’s redemptive plan involves the whole community of
believers. When we enter into his kingdom, we become a part of
his chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God (1 Pet. 2:9). We function within a body of
believers, a church. The churchis the body of Christ, with Christ
as the head of the body. Each time he encounters us and reveals
to us his will and intentions to us, it will have an impact on the
entire body as we obey him. God’s revelations to individuals are
given in the context of the church, his body, a body that is
equipped to carry out his will. As we share what God is saying to
us, church members will pray for us, join with us, and hold us
accountable to the calling God is giving us. '

Part of our role as his servants is to use our God-given revela-
tions to equip others for ministry (Eph. 4:12). Never think that
you are a lone Christian. “Now to each one the manifestation of
the Spirit is given for the common good” (1 Cor. 12:7). God will
use fellow believers to confirm what he is telling you in his Word.
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“In all things God works for the good of those who love him, who
have been called according to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28). The
church is the primary example of how God can put so many
diverse and otherwise unrelated people together as equals to
accomplish amazing feats.

(GREATER USEFULNESS TO GOD AND MAN

A godly man’s response makes him usable to God and effec-
tive in ministry to others. Each time the man God uses is obedi-
ent to his encounter with God, it prepares him for the next task.
God often builds on previous tasks, increasing responsibility and
importance.

As a teenager, my son, Tom, accepted God's invitation to lead
a weekly youth Bible study in a small town fifty miles away. He
planned the activities and study time and built relationships
with the youth. Tom then served on a Christian student council
while at the university, first as a committee member, and eventu-
ally as president. Meanwhile, he accepted the task of leading a
choir at his church and served on the missions committee. He
was faithful to all of the assignments God gave him. Soon God
took Tom to Norway on a two-year mission program as a youth
pastor where Tom used the skills he had learned serving on the
student council and leading the youth Bible study. Eventually;
Tom completed seminary and was able to serve a number of
churches in combination positions as youth, music and educa-
tion minister. He even has been able to serve his national conven-
tion as a consultant in both worship and discipleship. In each
place of ministry, Tom sought to do the best job he could, never
knowing where the next place of service would be. God found



Tom to be faithful in small things and began to give him more
challenging tasks with greater responsibilities. The skills he
developed in each place of service enabled him to serve in the
next place of ministry God led him to.

God is able to see your life as a whole picture. God knows
where he is taking you and what skills and abilities he will have to
develop in your life for you to be effective down the road. View
every task God gives you as critical. Try looking at your life from
God's viewpoint. Consider how you currently serve God. How
has God prepared you over time and used places of service to
prepare you for other tasks? God will use your life.

EFFECT ON THE WORLD

If you take responsibility for your relationship with God, it
will impact your marriage, children, neighbors, and others.
When God makes a covenant with a man, it traditionally
includes his descendants as well. Our faith is one of the most
important aspects of our lives that we pass on to our children.
Our relationship with God ought to permeate every relation-
ship we have, especially with our children.

God sees it this way: “’As for me, this is my covenant with
them,” says the LORD. "My Spirit, who is on you, and my words
that [ have put in your mouth will not depart from your mouth,
or from the mouths of your children, or from the mouths of their
descendants from this time on and forever, says the LORD” (Isa.
59:21). The presence of God in your life will impact the future.

When my children began to have their own children, I deter-
mined to take my responsibility as a grandfather seriously. At the
birth of each of my grandchildren, I wrote them a letter. In the
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letter I mentioned a few things about the state of the world they
came into and about the faithfulness of God to them as they
were, indeed, answers to prayer. [ also wrote that I would always
be available to them if they ever needed me. When one of my
grandsons turned six, | wrote another letter reafirming my com-
mitment to him and reminding him of my prayers for him. I
received a note in the mail from him not long after that. In the let-
ter was a cutout footprint with his name carefully printed in
large letters on the front. As [ turned it over, his mother had writ-
ten for him on the back, “Grandma and Grandpa, I want you to
know that I asked Jesus into my heart! [ was overjoyed. I regu-
larly pray for my grandchildren, and one by one they are coming
to know the God of their grandparents and their parents.

Even though your children may be out on their own, you still
have a spiritual responsibility to them and their children.
Grandparents can have tremendous influence on their families
even if only through their prayer lives. For some reason, grand-
children see their grandparents as wiser than their own parents.
This is a prime opportunity to tell them of God'’s faithfulness to
you and his faithfulness to them.

If you haven't already, [ hope you have made a deliberate plan
toimpact your children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren
with your faith. You may need God to bring healing to some rela-
tionships before your faith willinfluence them.

Start by reading Psalm 78:2—7 Then take a moment to review
your family relationships, especially your relationship with your
children. If they are more knowledgeable about your faults than
your faith, you may need to ask their forgiveness before you can
share your faith with them. Pray for the right things to say and do
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so “they would put their trust in God and would not forget his
deeds but would keep his commands.”

Our response to God will also affect our public life, where we
work, and how we interact with people. Ernest Manning was
born in 1908 and grew up on his father's homestead farm in
Canada. He learned of God through his parents and came to
know Christ as a teenager. He sought religious training at a Bible
institute run by William Aberhart, a wellknown radio evangel-
ist. After graduation, Manning’s passion turned to politics, and
his compassion for the misery of people during the depression
inspired his platform of social responsibility with political
accountability. Manning replaced Aberhart after Aberhart’s
deathin 1943.

Manning was first elected to public office in 1935 and elected
premier of Alberta, Canada, in 194 3. He governed his province
for the next twenty-five years, winning seven consecutive elec-
tions, and retired in 1968 at the height of his power. His adminis-
tration was free of corruption. “His moral standing, juxtaposed
with his popularity, made him politically invincible, due in part,
to his inheritance of Aberhart’s religious torch” Manning had a
rare combination of intelligence and honesty that deeply affect-
ed his son, Preston, who grew up to lead a national political party
that reflected the passions of his father.!

Manning’s two great passions were Christian ministry and
serving the people of Alberta and Canada. He found that he
could combine Christianity and social action and that his rela-
tionship with God gave him the direction and wisdom to do so
effectively. Manning not only led his people to social, fiscal, and
political responsibility, but through his weekly radio messages,
he also led multitudes into the presence of God.



THINK ABOUT—PRAY ABOUT

We have considered the godly man's response to God. Review
what we have covered and highlight an area you need to focuson
in your relationship to God. Pray about it and commit to
strengthening that part of your relationship.

» God will reveal through our relationship with him his
plans and purposes for us. God didn’t call us to be success-
ful. God called us to be obedient. The success is his doing,
not ours. Qur role is to be his servants and let him accom-
plish what he will through us.

» 'lake a moment to evaluate your community, your neigh-
borhood, or your marketplace. Is the darkness getting
darker because churches and Christians are busy, or is the
light getting brighter because churches and Christians are
obedient?

» The essence of salvation is the release of our control to
God’s control. Does God have absolute, immediate access
to your life today? Or would something dramatic have to
happen to cause you to turn your attention to God? Pray
and release control of your life to God.

» How do you respond to God? Just like the CEOs I met
with, you are in a strategic position to impact lives around
you. Pray to God and allow him to be your resource in
influencing those around you.

1. Information about Ernest Manning is taken from Sheldon Alberts, Rick Mafina, and Bob
Bergen, “Front Page,” Calgary Herald, 21 Feb. 1996.






Chapter 5

MADE FOR TIMES OF CRISIS

“Now this is eternal life. that they may know you, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”

—John 173

truer understanding is that crisis means “a turning

point.” For the believer, a crisis of belief is a point at
which that person either trusts and obeys God or places his own
wisdom or interests above God’s. A crisis of belief equals a
moment of decision.

In that respect, a crisis becomes an opportunity to serve God
and see God work. Opportunities aside, crises are not without
stress. At such times, the strength and value of belonging to a
local church comes to bear. A local congregation is a family
created to act in times of crises. Their support can make all the
difference for the man God usesin times of crisis.

C risis is often mistaken to mean “tragedy” or “threat” A

A

TUS
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THE CRISIS OF BELIEF

Just before midnight the new pastor received a call to meet
with two families in crisis. An adulterous affir had been discov-
ered. Both parties, with their spouses, had come together to
“resolve” the matter.

This was the pastor’s first crisis in his new church. Infact, it was
his first Sunday. He met and prayed with the people for several
hours. Over the next few months, the new pastor sought to bring
reconciliation and forgiveness into the situation but to no avail.
The affair continued.

The churchimmediately began to minister to the two broken
families. But despite valiant efforts to stop the ongoing affair, it
continued. The church was eventually forced to remove from
the membership the adulterous couple, who both held leader-
ship positions in the congregation. The pastor would not com-
promise his convictions as a servant of God, and he was faithful to
uphold before the congregation God's standards for marriage.

The new pastor had set the standard for his ministry with his
new church by acting faithfully during their time of crisis. The
church could see that they were getting a man after God’s own
heart to minister among them. Through his actions he had hon-
ored God and stayed true to his knowledge of Jesus Christ . The
pastor’s faithfulness and the actions taken by the church were an
encouragement to many other churches who were facing simi-
lar situations.

Perhaps you are dealing with a crisis in your life now, or maybe
one has just passed. It may well be that God is using you as his
instrument to bring hope, peace, or truth into the situation. Be
careful not to be so focused on the crisis that you are unable to
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see God in the midst of it. God may want to reveal something
about himselfto you in the midst of the crisis, so be watchful

Some men wrongly assume that God saved them simply so
they could go to heaven when they die. Salvation is knowing and
experiencing God. The by-product of salvation is spending eter-
nity with him. Some like to focus on the by-product instead of
the purpose. God intersects our lives for us to come into an eter-
nal relationship with him.

When God is about to do a great work, he looks for a man and
sets out to intersect his life. You may recall that when Moses
encountered God at Mount Horeb, God said, “’I have indeed
seen the misery of my people. . . . | have come down to rescue
them from the hand of the Egyptians.... So now, go. |lam sending
you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt™”
(Exod. 3:7-8, 10).

God had in mind to free his people from slavery. He had pre-
pared Moses for this time. In fact, God had chosen Moses from
birth tosave him from the infanticide Pharaoh had decreed. Now
there was a crisis in the lives of God's people, and God revealed
his plans to Moses and commissioned him to be a vessel through
which God could work. God knew he could trust Moses to be
faithful and obedient. Despite Moses’ initial reluctance, God
used Moses to set his people free. God has used many others dur-
ing crisis times, All have had lasting influence throughout many
generations because of their faithfulness and obedience to God.

A great man of faith, Hudson Taylor, once said, “All God'’s
giants have been weak men, who did great things for God
because they reckoned on His being with them.”! The man God
uses does not see a crisis as a distraction. A crisis is an opportunity
for God to create a highway over which he can impact a people.
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God can also use a crisis to develop our character to make us
more usable to him. Crises can be an opportunity for God to
serve those in need through us. The crisis may appear negative,
but crises are a normal part of life.

In the Bible, God always sent his prophets during times of cri-
sis. They were often God's last line of defense to avert judgment.
Jonah, Elijah, Isaiah, and John the Baptist are examples of God's
prophets who came in times of crisis. In the midst of a crisis
comes a moment of decision. I refer to it as a “crisis of belief” We
must determine what to do and whose advice to follow. Will we
go with our instincts, or will we seek the Lord?

Joshua was a man of integrity whom God could trust. He had
come from Egyptian slavery through the exodus event, and then
had to wander for forty years in the wilderness due to the sins of
his people. He had seen numerous battles, felt the elation of
victory and the devastation of defeat. After a lifetime of seeing
God at work, he made a profound statement that men still have to
grapple with. “Ifit seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for
yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which
your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, orthe
gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and
my house, we will serve the LORD” (Josh. 24:15 NKIV).

GoDb UseD His PEOPLE DURING CRISES

The Bible was written for several purposes. One purpose was
to provide examples of faithful men as well as unfaithful men. We
are to follow the examples of those like Christ, Paul, the disciples,
and the prophets. Even men who were ultimately faithful to God
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failed at times and received God'’s discipline in order to bring
them back into a healthy relationship with him.

God has continued to use those he has raised up to serve his
purposes. The following are some examples of men God used
during crisis times in history.

GoD UseD MARTIN LUTHER

Luther (1483—1546) began serving God asa Roman Catholic
monk. He diligently sought God’s favor through penitence and
selfinflicted pain. Luther experienced deep depression because
he was not ready for God to reveal himselfand his purposes. But
when Luther became immersed in the study of God’s Word,
God revealed himselfand his ways.

God’s people were not free to read the Bible in their language.
At that time men and woman had to purchase forgiveness from
religious leaders. These church leaders prevented God's people
from having personal, meaningful interaction with God.

Through his Word, God revealed to Luther that “the just shall
live by faith” (Rom. 1:1 7 KJV). This was a revolutionary concept.
Luther realized he could be justified by faith alone rather than by
his works.

Luther faced a crisis of belief. Could he trust this revelation
from God’s Word in the face of all he had been taught over the
years? In his heart he knew he must be obedient to God.

On October 31, 1517 Martin Luther posted his ninety-five
theses on the cathedral door in Wittenberg, Like a shaft of light,

they pierced the darkness of ignorance and lifeless religion, -
~ revealing the freeing truth of God's Word. The Protestant
Reformation was under way.
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People no longer had to pay another human being for forgive-
ness or grace; they could go directly to God! They could experi-
ence the personal relationship God intended.

Gop UseD JOHN WESLEY

The most prominent leader of the Evangelical movement was
the son of a priest in the Church of England and later became a
priest himself.

God had other plans for John Wesley (1703—91). God’s peo-
ple were gaining salvation through faith, but they were not being
taught and discipled from God's Word. While on a trip to
Georgia to propagate the gospel, God intersected John's life
with Augustus Spangenberg, a Moravian Christian, who chal-
lenged John to know Jesus Christ personally. Three years later,
Wesley experienced the salvation he had been seeking, and his
relationship with Jesus Christ became preeminent.

Wesley later realized that it was not enough to see people
saved; they had to be discipled. God led him to develop a
“method” by which new converts could be taught to live a
Christian life. He grouped believers for intimate fellowship and
moral and spiritual growth under a mature Christian leader.

At Wesley’s death in 1791, there were an estimated 71,668
Methodistsin Great Britain. After his death, a denomination was
formally established called the Wesleyan Methodist Church.
Men were evangelizing the lost, but God used Wesley to fulfill
the rest of the Great Commission, “‘teaching them to obey
everything [ have commanded you™” (Matt. 28:20).
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Gop UseD HUDSON TAYLOR

In 1865, J. Hudson Taylor (1832—1905) came to understand
that no one was reaching the unsaved in China. God led him to
organize the China Inland Mission to reach the regions in China
left untouched by other Christian organizations. By 1914, there
were more than one thousand missionaries on its rolls. Taylor
never directly solicited funds but relied on prayer for recruits, for
money to pay salaries, and for running the sending organization.
When offered sponsorship of his organization by a wealthy man,
Taylor declined because he felt the organization would last
longer than God intended. God gave Taylor a passion for the lost
and a desire to go “to the ends of the earth” with Christ’'s name.

GobD USED JONATHAN EDWARDS

In 1734 and 1735, the Great Awakening broke out in
Massachusetts, largely due to the preaching of Jonathan
Edwards (1703—58). The son of a Congregational pastor,
Edwards was looked upon throughout the English-speaking
world as one of the greatest philosophers since the days of the
apostle Paul and Augustine. Edwards demonstrated both a
“keen, penetrating intellect” and a mystical temperament.2
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At age sixteen, Edwards graduated from Yale with highest
honors. One of his seventy personal resolutions, which he
reviewed weekly, states, “Resolved, To be strictly and firmly faith-
ful to my trust, that in Proverbs 206, ‘A faithful man, who can
find?” may not be partly fulfilled in me.”3 God used both
Edwards’s intellect and his devotion to impact lives around him.

The church in New England had become complacent and dis-
tracted from its role as salt and light in a world of darkness. God
needed a man through whom he could bring back the fire of the
Spirit. Through his fierce repudiation of sin, Edwards saw a wave
of conviction spread over whole communities. His preaching
was slow and methodical when he delivered his famous sermon,
“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.” God used him to bring
thousands to saving faith in Christ, and revival broke out sponta-
neously throughout the eastern colonies.

Gob UseD DaviD BRAINERD

Jonathan Edwards described David Brainerd (1718-47) as
one prone to melancholy and depression, who did not “propor-
tion his fatigues to his strength.”4 Brainerd endeavored to know
God asintimately as anyone could. He spent hoursin prayer and
meditation.

God called Brainerd to serve as his mouthpiece to the native
Indian people of Pennsylvania. Riding horseback through severe
winter conditions and laboring long and hard took a toll on
Brainerd’s health. Nonetheless, he continued in his faithful serv-
ice for God to the Indians. He died at age thirty in the care of
Jonathan Edwards, who published Brainerd’s diary as an exam-
ple of faithful service and loyal dedication to God.
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GoD UseD WiLLIAM CAREY

William Carey’s efforts were instrumental in beginning the
first missionary society in England in October 1792. Carey
(1761-1834), a humble shoemaker, began to feel an urgency
toward the lost around the world. At a meeting of Baptist
churches, he asked why they were not sending missionaries to
distant lands to convert the lost souls who had not heard the
gospel. He was told by the moderator, “Young man, when Godis
pleased to reach the heathen, he will do it without your aid, or
mine!”> Undeterred and driven by the Holy Spirit, Carey
packed his belongings, boarded a ship, and sailed to learn new
languages and share the gospel. His obedience to God three cen-
turies ago helped launch the mission activities that take the
gospel around the world today. He is remembered as the Father
of Modern Missions.

These men were not biblical characters. They were not fol-
lowing after Christ through the regions of Galilee. They served
the same God we serve and studied the same Scriptures we
study. However, each of these men was of great character and
was used mightily of God. Not one was perfect. Each had flaws.
But each was faithful to his Master and obedient to his leader-
ship. Their success was not in their accomplishments but in
their obedience.

God is not finished using faithful men. He continues to write
new chapters on men of faith used mightily by God. Your name
and mine can be included with those in Hebrews 11 if we are
faithful to our co-mission. Most of us would say, “If we are faithful
to our mission,” but it is God’s mission to redeem a lost world.
We have a co-mission, co meaning “together with, alongside,
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jointly or on the behalf of another.” We work with God to actin
times of crisis. Pray and commit to God that you will work with
Christ and his Spirit as God's ambassadors to other people.

WE LIVE IN TIMES OF CRISIS

Christians in each generation are responsible for reaching
their own generation. We can have no effect on preceding gener-
ations, but we can have an impact on our generation and an
incredible impact on succeeding ones through our prayers,
example, children, resources, and more. But it depends on how
available to God we are today.

We've looked at some of those who have gone before us to
make a difference in their generations. We've felt their influence
upon us and their inspiration as we see what God accomplished
through them.

Hebrews 12:1 follows what many call the “Hall of Faith” chap-
ter in Hebrews 11, which lists more than a dozen individuals
noted for their faith, and many others who demonstrated incred-
ible faith in the midst of strife, mockings, battles, torture, and
death. Many ofthese individuals were used by God during times
of crisis. The Bible says, “ All these people were still living by faith
when they died” (Heb. 1 1:13). And vet they had been persecut-
ed, believed that they were strangers on earth and longed for a
better country, a heavenly city that the Lord has prepared for
them (Heb.1 1:16). They are now powerful witnesses to us as we
are the faithful ones God is using to reach our generation.

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of
witnesses, let us throw offeverything that hinders and the sin that
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so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race
marked outfor us” (Heb. 12:1).

Surely we are in crisis today. A commonly quoted statistic
maintains that more than 50 percent of marriages in North
America endindivorce. Such a figure implies that many children
come from broken homes. Crowded jails, sexual exploitation of
children, corruption, spousal abuse, racism, immorality, misman-
agement in business, church closings, street violence, the drug
culture—each gives evidence that the world is in crisis. This is
before even mentioning the civil wars, ethnic cleansing, germ
warfare, famine, and disease that are prevalent on the interna-
tional level

Every culture and country throughout history has had trou-
bles. But I believe we are in the midst of unprecedented levels of
crisis today. God has placed us in a unique time in history to
impact a world in desperate need of a Savior. Let’s examine some
of these opportunities.

CRISIS IN THE FAMILY

Nowhere is crisis more evident today than in the family. If
there is going to be healing in our country today, it must start in
the family. For the home to stay intact, healthy, and God-cen-
tered, the man God uses must demonstrate integrity of charac-
ter asa father and husband.

A family had a son who rebelled against his father and mother,
even though theirs was a godly home and the parents feared the
Lord. The boy failed the tenth grade, which was the beginning of
several years of deep hurt, brokenness, and sorrow for the parents.
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As they sought God's guidance and direction, this father and
mother made a commitment to persevere with their son. Well-
meaning Christian friends counseled them to show love by
telling the son to abide by the rules of the house or leave. God
told them: “I had rules in my house too. How many times did
you break my rules and sin against me? I never kicked youout of
my home. Every time you sinned, [ forgave you when you asked
me.” God told them to love their sonin exactly the same way he
loved them.

The father would often go before the Lord saying he didn't
deserve such pain and hurt; God would remind him of his own
sins. The parents were not content to let the world tell them how
to raise their son. They continued to seek the Lord, pray for their
son, and act toward him as they felt Christ would.

That father learned how to love his son just as God loved him.
The day finally came when the son finished high school. He went
on to junior college, then to a university. Now he has finished
seminary, married, and started a family of his own.

This son saw a dad who loved him as God would. When God
gives you children, he has eternity in mind. God wants to work
through you as a father to affect eternity through your children.
What you do to train, educate, and model for your children will
impact generations.

The promise of Malachi 4:6 is that God will turn the hearts of
fathers and children toward each other. Before we begin to apply
that verse to our human family relationships, we must each ask
ourselves, “Is my heart turned toward my heavenly Father and
his to me?” This Scripture is a plumb line to measure against our
hearts and the way we relate to our own fathers and children.



Few fathersin the Bible demonstrated flawless character. Even
Noah, one of the most respected fathers because all his children
followed him when everyone thought he was crazy (Gen. 7:13),
had a problem with alcohol (Gen. 9:21). Fathers who earnestly
seek to be men of character will make an honest attempt to pass
on their faith, not their flaws.

CRISIS IN THE COMMUNITY

Our world is morally bankrupt. In so many ways our day is not
much different from the days of Noah. God saw that the inclina-
tion of men was toward evil, thinking of what they wanted and
their advantage, all the time. “The LORD saw how great man’s
wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination
of the thoughts ofhis heart was only evil all the time” (Gen. 6.5).

Contrary to what many say, man is neither naturally good nor
inclined to act in the best interests of others. Without Christ, men
will hide the truth and exchange it for a lie (Rom. 1:25). Thisis the
world we live in. This is the arena where we work and serve Gad.

God has put his Spiritin our lives to guide and teach us. He did
this to give us power and wisdom to serve him each day. God also
did it to protect us from the onslaughts of our adversary. We will
be called to represent God as his ambassadors toa people whono
longer hold to absolute truths.

Robert had been a teen drug addict and knew the hard side of
life. But God intersected his life and gave him hope and a purpose
for life. Robert felt sure that he could not change the world, but
he was equally sure he could make a difference.

Robert ran for a position on the local school board and was
elected chairman, He didn’t know all God had in mind, but
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several major moral issues began to emerge. Gay-rights activists
swarmed the school board meetings and used the local media to
pressure the inclusion of gay-education curriculum to combat
homophobia and heterosexism.

Specialinterest groups tried to force placement of ungodly
books in school classrooms. Other organizations proposed
condom machines in school bathrooms. Robert believed his
city needed a man of conviction to stand up for truth instead of
political correctness.

As he established his position and challenged the interest
groups, Robert was publicly slandered and scolded. He was
falsely accused of immorality, blamed for society’s ills, and con-
stantly heckled during meetings.

Robert was called by God for a time of moral crisis in his city
when the moral education of its children was at stake. God had
prepared Robert for this time, and he was faithful to stand firm
during the crisis. His character shone through in the midst of
massive opposition.

What we can see in the dark, the way we move when we can-
not see where we are going, is different from what we can see in
the light. When we have light, we can understand more and act
accordingly. That can mean even taking risks or enduring hard-
ships we could not see without the light. Doing the will of God
requires that we not shrink from the contest of suffering. God
does not promise that everyone will eventually come around to
do the right thing, if we persevere. The Scripture does say that
when we persevere, we do the will of God and will receive what
he has promised (Heb. 10:32—33, 36, 39, 40).



CRISIS IN THE WORKPLACE

God has placed his people in strategic places where he wants
to make a difference. Each man in his workplace is a powerhouse
for God to accomplish his will.

You will never know why you are where you are in the work-
place if you are not watching for God’s activity. You must remain
sensitive to the Spirit at all times. God may call you ata moment’s
notice to be an instrument in his hands that he can use. The ordi-
nary person becomes extraordinary in these times.

Kim felt like he was the only Christian teacher on the elemen-
tary school staff. At his school, the disregard for Christianity was
subtle. Opposition was politely presented as “not wanting to
offend anyone,” and in order to show “respect for all religious
views.” Kim felt like a small light in a vast darkness. How could he
present the school Christmas musical in the given framework
without compromising his faith and commitment to God? Kim
chose the theme “Festival of Lights” that would celebrate the var-
ious ways different cultures celebrate light.

The feature song of the program was about the star that led the
wise men to a Savior. The clear Christian message of the song
sowed some seeds. A fellow teacher had noticed something differ-
ent about Kim. As they talked later, Kim was able to share his faith.
Kim was faithful to his Lord and refused to be intimidated to share
his faith in an environment where it was considered one of many
views. Kim couldn’t have known that within six months his
coworker would be killed in a car accident. God will use his people
to impact the lives of their coworkers where he has placed them.
“Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” (John 17:3).
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CRrists iIN QUR NATION

Most people do not make a connection between the state of
affairs in our nation and the spiritual state of God's people. The
Old Testament demonstrates over and over how the surround-
ing nations and even the land itself were blessed when God’s peo-
ple were in right relationship with him (2 Chron. 7:14).

One of the best remedies in times of national crisis is spiritual
revival. God is looking for men who will be his humble servants,
faithful and holy with Spiritfilled lives that he can use in times of
crisis.

A crisis to one person may be to another a minor setback or a
personal challenge. Without God we are in constant crisis. With
God we have creative opportunities to minister toothersand learn
much about God’s character. The key is found in 2 Chronicles
7:14, humbly seeking God through prayer and repentance. Thisis
the one God will use to “heal the land” of its pain and despair.
Revival is for those who have once experienced life but are lifeless
or wasting away. Revivalisfor God’s people. Non-Christians need to
have aspiritual birth. They cannot be renewed or revived until they
come from spiritual death to life for the first time.

CHURCHES FOR CRISIS TIMES

As a Christian, you have been placed in a body of believers,
interconnected and interdependent through the Holy Spirit.
When one member hurts, the whole body hurts. [fone member
rejoices, the whole body rejoices (1 Cor. 12:26). It is not “my fam-
ily's crisis” or a “personal crisis.” A crisis should be seenin the con-
text of happening in the church family; itis a corporate crisis.
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This is what it means to be the body of Christ. Each member,
with different gifts and abilities, is strategically placed in the body
to serve others in times of crisis and in times of rejoicing. If you
prevent the church from sharing in your personal crisis, you rob
the church of doing one of the things it was designed to do.

A man I know enjoyed testing his church family to see how
much they cared for him. Once he went to the hospital without
telling anyone and then waited for people to visit him. No one
came. He became indignant and angry with his church for not
caring for him and eventually left the church. You can allow the
church to minister to you in times of crisis, or you can prevent it
out of pride or stubbornness.

Churches are the “world mission strategy headquarters” that
God uses for his purposes. Churches are the sending agencies
God uses to address the needs people have in times of crisis.
Churches are to be constantly on mission with Christ redeem-
ing alost world. Jesus said, ““Iwill build my church, and the gates
of Hades will not overcome it” (Matt. 16:18).“But I, when I am
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself’” (John
12:32). Christ desires to build his church and draw men to him-
self. That s his role. “The one who calls you is faithful and he will
doit” (I Thess. 5:24). Our role as a church is to be his body that
he will use to accomplish his work through ministry to others.

A Sunday school teacher found out that one of his class mermn-
bers was in crisis. The member’s wife was scheduled for carpal-
tunnel surgery and would not be able to use her hand for some
weeks. The couple had two children, and his jobinvolved a great
deal of travel. The teacher asked if he or the class could do any-
thing to help. They appreciated the thought but did not seem to
think much could be done. The teacher contacted class mem-
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berstosee how they would like to help. Before long, every dinner
for two weeks was provided. The class was more than happy to
help this family in crisis. The class member and his wife were not
only surprised by the generosity of the class but were also over-
whelmed that people would take the time to care for them and
their family.

A young couple, who were living together, began attending
church. He was an alcoholic, and their relationship was in jeop-
ardy. The church began to pray for them, love them, and watch as
God surrounded them with those who could help him deal with
his addiction. Soon they asked how to accept Christ, be baptized,
join the church, and be married! Even though they had no family,
no money, and knew only a few people in the church, the wise
pastor told them not to worry and to set a date for their wedding.

The pastor shared their needs with the congregation who
understood the importance of being the body of Christ. The
wedding took place at the close of Sunday morning worship.
When the pianist started the wedding march, out came the
groom with a church member at his side. Down the aisle came
the maid of honor, another church member, followed by the
bride. An older deacon escorted her down the aisle. After the
wedding, the church provided a dinner in a hall that church
members decorated. More than 150 guests attended, all mem-
bers of their new family.

I can’t begin to tell you how important the church has beento
our family. When my wife almost died a few months after giving
birth to our fifth child, the church was there to minister to us.

When I had to be gone often on Sunday afternoons to help
start a mission church ninety miles away, the church family
cared for our children. My father died just after the birth of my



first son, and my mother died after my third son was born,somy
children never knew their Blackaby grandparents. But they
knew the senior adults of our church, especially three widows
who slipped my children pieces of candy or small gifts and often
asked how they were doing. More importantly, they regularly
prayed for my children.

Nothing is more dear to a pastor than to have his church fami-
ly minister to his children in a time of crisis. Itis sad when a pastor
feels he has to protect his family from the church. [ found often
that it was the church who protected my family.

If you are interested in growing as a Christian and coming to
know what it means to be a part of the family of God, help your
church know how they can minister to you in times of crisis. If
youfind that your churchis not the kind of church we are talking
about, don't leave; rather, help your church become the church
God wantsit to be!

[ was meeting with a small group of Laotian Christian immi-
grants for Bible study in their house church. We tatked about
being salt and light. They told me that in their home country
they soaked the bambooin salt. After the salt had penetrated the
bamboo, it was then possible to mold and shape it. They boldly
exclaimed to me that as Christians they intended to be the salt
that made it possible to shape the direction of their new country.

As the church goes, so goes the world. If salt loses its saltiness,
it can't be used as a preservative. There is nothing to deter rotting
(Matt. 5:13). Our world is in desperate need of those who can
stand in the gap and prevent its destruction. If we are not pre-
venting the deterioration of the world, the problem is not with
the world; it is with us. We can’t blame the darkness for acting
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like darkness; that's what it naturally does. But in the presence of
true light, darkness has trouble maintaining its presence.

SETTING QUR PRIORITIES BY GOD’S AGENDA

Christ always had inmind the will of the Father. He had a mere
three and one- half years to accomplish more than anyone hadin
the history of the world. In this short time Christ managed to ful-
fill a myriad of prophecies, effectively train a handful of disciples
to continue hiswork, defeat all the powers of darkness and death,
and become the one acceptable atoning sacrifice for the sins of
mankind.

Jesus optimized the use of his time. Through his relationship
with God the Father, Jesus was able to find the daily guidance for
ministry he needed to fulfill completely all that God intended.

As Christians, we spend time with God each day so he will
have opportunity to set his agenda on our hearts, This way noth-
ing will be able to take us by surprise because the Father, who
loves us, will have prepared us. God intends for us to access his
strength, wisdom, and power to deal with what is coming our
way, even as Jesus did. ““I pray for them. ] am not praying for the
world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours” (John
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17:9). But everything depends on our willingness to seek, love,
and obey him.

A famous evangelist one day received a phone call from the
president. When informed of the call, he continued his prayer
time some fifteen minutes longer, putting the president on hold.
Not being accustomed to waiting, the president asked what was
so important that he had to wait so long. The evangelist replied
that as soon as he heard he had a call from the president he knew
the matter must be urgent. He had to seek the mind of God first
in order to be of any assistance to his nation’s leader.

One of the final assignments God has reserved for Christ is to
returnto earth to claim his loyal followers and to usher theminto
heaven, a place prepared for his saints. This will be a glorious
event (John 14:2-3).

Christ promised also to return. This was certainly the one
hope that caused believers under severe persecution to be faith-
ful to the end (1 Pet. 417—19; 5.8—11; Rev. 2.3, 10, 13).
Whatever persecution, slander, discrimination, or hurt the
world may bring upon those who call on the name of the Lord
will be worth the prize we all seek. Just like the apostle Paul,
Christians around the world and throughout the ages have clung
tightly to their belief that the one who was dead and is alive for-
ever and ever will bring all of his faithful with him into his king-
dom for eternity (1 Cor. 9:24—27).

INTENSITY FELT

While we wait for Christ’s return, we have much to do. Timeiis
short. No one in the New Testament demonstrated this better
than Paul. Paul lived with the intense desire to bring as many
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people into the kingdom as he possibly could. Read what he said
to the Christians in Corinth.

Paul ran the race in order to win. He modeled for every
Christian a fervor and dedication to his God-given mission, like
an Olympic contender of today. Paul wasn’t one to settle for sec-
ond place. Tradition has it that Paul was “faithful, even to the
point of death,” and that God had waiting for him the “crown of
life” (Rev. 2:10).

URGENCY EXPERIENCED

Jesus tells several parables concerning his unexpected return
(Matt. 25:1—13; 24:45—51). In one parable Jesus tells about two
servants who were put in charge of their masters’ households.
One servant was found faithful to his responsibilities. When his
master returned unexpectedly, he was rewarded accordingly.
The other was wicked. He beat his fellow servants and ate and



drank with drunkards. When his master returned and found
him abusive and neglectful, he was assigned to ““a place with the
hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth””
(Matt. 24:45—51). We would be wise to “be about our Father’s
business” if we expect to be found faithful at Christ's return.

We cannot know when Christ will return. Just as we do not
know when he may call us home to be with him, no one can
know when Christ will return. “No one knows about that day or
hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father. ... Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on
what day your Lord will come. . .. So you also must be ready,
because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not
expect him”” (Matt. 24:36, 42, 44).

The man God usesknows that there is only enough time allot-
ted to each of us to complete the tasks God has prepared in
advance for us to do. If we spend that time on our own desires
rather than God’s, the time we use is unrecoverable. “'For the
Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels,
and then he will reward each person according to what he has

done’” (Matt. 16:27).

ACCOUNTABILITY ACCEPTED

One of Christ’s parables, the parable of the talents, spoke to
the issue of accountability (Matt. 25:14~30). This parable speaks
in clear terms about what God expects of his people. Fach per-
son has been given an opportunity for service that God intends
to be used in his kingdom. A time will come when we will stand
before the judgment seat of Christ and be held accountable for
how we used what we were given, whether talents, gifts,
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resources, time, words, or actions—both what we do and what
we neglect to do. Those who are faithful followers will receive
heavenly rewardsin accordance with their faithfulness. But those
who are negligent, foolish, and untrustworthy will receive pun-
ishment and separation from God.

Chirist also taught that one criterion for judgment is how
closely we functioned within his will and in relation to him as
Lord. It is not enough to go around doing good deeds. We must
be obedient to the Master and accomplish what he has for us to
doin relationship with him,

Based on 2 Corinthians 5:9—10, we should live our lives in
preparation for judgment. “So we make it our goal to please him,
whether we are athome in the body or away fromit. For we must
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may
receive what is due him for the things done while in the body,
whether good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:9—-10).

PRIORITIES DEFINED

Because our time is short on earth, it is wise to have our priori-
tiesas Christians in line with Christ. The Bible is full of guidelines
for setting our priorities. Here are just a few that you can measure
your own actions against.

“/Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well” (Matt. 6:33).

“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and
broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter
through it. But smallis the gate and narrow the road that leads to
life, and only a few findit” (Matt. 7:1 3—14).
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“‘Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,’ will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father
whoisin heaven”” (Matt. 7:21).

“We are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do”
(Eph. 2:10).

“If you love me, you will obey what [ command” (John
14:15).

The crisis of the lack of time will cause the man God usesto be
heaven-minded while on earth. The old phrase, “He’s so heaven-
ly minded that he's no earthly good,” can be rather misleading. In
order for the man of God to be of any practical and meaningful
use on earth, he must have the mind of Christ!

You can't be a pastor for long before you have someone sitting
in your office weeping over the lost years spent seeking the
things of this world instead of seeking first the kingdom. [
remember speaking at the funeral of my godly mother-in-law,
Carrie Wells. She raised three children: two missionaries and one
pastor. Most of her grandchildren were there. Several had com-
pleted seminary and were in the ministry. Her eulogy was given
by my eldest son who spoke of her devotion to the Lord and her
faithful prayers for her children, grandchildren, and great-grand-
children. He described the impact she had on his life and how she
modeled for him a true servant ofthe Lord. I recall watching as six
grandsons lovingly carried her casket to the waiting hearse.

There were a lot of tears that day, tears of sorrow and tears of
joy. Many of us rejoiced that she was finally freed from a deterio-
rating mind and body. But others were pierced to the heart that
day because they realized that their funerals would be quite dif-
ferent. They had not lived lives pleasing to the Lord. Some were
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estranged from their children. They rarely saw, much less prayed
for, their grandchildren. They spent life selfishly on things that
would pass away, or they had a sense of grief over how little they
knew about the one who would judge them and how little they
had invested in representing Christ in relationships.
My mother-in-law had many friends. As I looked out across a
sea of white-haired people in the service that day, I wondered
how many years had been spent on eternal things. We never
know how much time God is allotting to each of us. We should
be spending it wisely.

You may think that with only three-and-one-half years for
public ministry, Christ would have been frantically trying to go as
many places as possible, to preach to as many people as possible,
and to do as many miracles as possible, Instead, we see him slip-
ping offto solitary places spending time in prayer. We read of his
taking only a few men with him to witness his transfiguration on
the mountaintop. Christ spent time talking with one woman
here, a blind man there, a rich man late at night by himself.

The key was not the amount of activity Christ accomplished.
The key was that he accomplished the right activities in obedi-
ence to his Father’s will. The Son of God performed miracles and
amazed the masses with his teaching. But above all else he was
totally obedient to God.

Jesus demonstrated that the man God uses is not directed by
situations or people. Jesus’ followers thought they knew what
would be best for him, such as when the disciples tried to stop
children from being brought to him for blessing
(Matt. 19:13—15). Jesus showed us that a crisis never forced him
to actin haste or on his own strength, such as when he was sum-
moned to come to his dying friend Lazarus {John 11:1-12:19).
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Christ always took the time to seek the Father and act according
to the Father’s will in every situation.

THINK ABOUT—PRAY ABOUT

As you relate to God in your next prayer time, ask him to
show you clearly where to invest your time and talents so they
will bring back the return he wants. Consider where you are
spending most of your time. Is it where God has placed you, or is
it according to plans made apart from his leadership?

» God willlead you into situations that require you to make
adecision. This crisis of beliefis a fork in the road where you
decide whether you will follow God. How you respond
when you reach this point will determine whether God
will be able to use you or whether you will go your own
way and miss all God has purposed for your life.

» The man God uses will “live by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor.
5:7) when he encounters a crisis of belief. This will be a
personal time for you. The ramifications of your decision
will affect every relationship you have. Pray that your
response to your next crisis of belief will honor God.

» God desires that we turn our attention from our circum-
stances to him. When our eyesareon him, our crisis seems
so small. We, the created, stand before God, the Creator,
who cando all things whatsoever he desires. Be sensitive to
God'’s activity in your family, community, workplace, and
nation. Spend time in prayer focusing on God's activity in
each ofthose areas.
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» Christ did not pray for the world but for his followers and

for those who would believe because of them (John 17:9).
Christ knew that they would be the key to saving a lost
world. Pray that you and the men in your church will
grow closer to Christ and live for him.
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Chapter 6

BEING A KINGDOM CITIZEN

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,”
declares the LORD.
“As the heavens are higher than the earth,
s0 are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts”

—Isaiah 55:8—9

the ways of the world. We know that what people have done

through history, and what they might do today or tomor-
row, usually does not reflect God's perspective. Their actions are
examples of the ways of the world. The world does not rely on
God. The world assumes that human goals are the highest good.
The world’s concept of the highest good is influenced and limit-
ed to the wants, desires, and needs of different groups of people.

I saiah 55:8—9 reminds us that God's ways are not the same as
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God’s ways demonstrate the power of God at work in every
situation. From God’s perspective, the truth of Jesus Christ is the
filter for everything presented as truth. God’s ways provide his
people all that is available from God—his wisdom, power, grace,
patience, and provision. A person who functions according to
God’s ways is more than a resident of this world; he has become a
kingdom citizen functioning according to kingdom ways.

Gon’'s Ways ARENOT MAN'S WAYS

One of the most absurd military tactics ever recorded was in
Joshua 6:1—27 Once a day for six days, Joshua marched Israel’s
soldiers and seven trumpet-playing priests around the walled
city of Jericho carrying the ark of the covenant! They marched
and played trumpets.

On the seventh day their instructions were different. Joshua
and the soldiers marched around the city seven times instead of
once. When they heard a long blast from the trumpets, they
were to shout at the walls. Not attack them, besiege them, or
build a rampart—just shout at them.

This plan would have been ridiculous had it come from
Joshua. But it came from God, and no one questioned it. God
didn’t need anyone to march around the city to bring the walls
down. In fact, God didn’t even need the walls to come down to
destroy the city. What God required was a people ready to do
whatever he commanded. For the Israelites, obedience meant
the difference between life and death. God had something to
teach his people about himself, and he used Joshua's faithfulness
to bring itabout.
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When God revealed his power and faithfulness to his people,
all the kings in the surrounding region were afraid. Never
before had they encountered the might of God. But God was
far more concerned about revealing himself to his people than
about knocking down city walls. Obedience was the key, even
when it didn't seem to make sense. God’s ways are different
from our ways, and his kingdom is different from the kingdoms
of this world.

MAN’S PERSPECTIVE
IS DIFFERENT FROM (GOD'S PERSPECTIVE

We think finances. Jesus says eternity. We think busy sched-
ules. Jesus says eternity. We think a new car. Jesus says eternity.
We think lose weight. Jesus says eternity. We think bumout.
Jesus says eternity. We think comfort. Jesus says eternity.

To think in terms of eternity, we need to have the mind of
Christ. God’s Word tells us that God's people should be differ-
ent from the world (Rom. 12:2). In fact, in the wake of a trans-
formed life and renewed mind, we could expect to differ from
the world by how we test and approve God's will. This cannot
but make a difference when, from God’s perspective, we look at
our ministry involvement, business decisions, where we work,
our marriages, interaction with our children, health problems,
or losing a loved one. Focusing on God's ways in these areas will
transform our lives.

God created us not for time but for eternity. He always works
from eternity to eternity. God will work in the midst oftime, but
he always has eternity in mind. f you make decisions in your life
based on time, you will make them one way. If you make the
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same decisions based on eternity, you will come to a different
conclusion. When God works in your life, he'll bring you to a
broader dimension in his kingdom.

You may have had an experience when you encountered God
with an unusual intensity. It may have been in a small-group
meeting or a large rally held in a stadium. It may have been at a
Bible study or prayer time. It may have been during a quiet time
oraworship service. [t may have been on a mission trip. But noth-
ing seems quite the same now. You may feel restless. Perhaps you
sense God has something much larger in store than you expect-
ed! You may even feel nervous, anticipating a deep life change.
You just know God wants greater involvement with him for
yourlife.

This sense of something much larger may even involve your
spouse and your family. It isimportant that you are clear on what
God may be saying to you at this pointin your life. You may be on
the verge of experiencing God as never before, and there is a real
possibility that your life may never be the same again!
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KINGDOM WAYS

Thekingdom of Godis nothing like the kingdom of the world.
This was one of the central truths Jesus systematically instilled
into the minds of his disciples. It functions on different principles
with different purposes. The kingdom is ruled by love, not
power, greed, or ambition.

Jesus called a few men to follow him and then spent three and
one half years teaching and training them about the ways of
God'skingdom. They entered the kingdom of God (John 3:3—8)
when they responded to Jesus as Lord in their lives. From that
moment on, their lives would be forever changed. They would
learn to see their lives from God'’s perspective.

Jesus often told parables to illustrate kingdom ways and how
God’s ways accomplish his work. Two parables are about the
mustard seed and yeast, or leaven, Found in Matthew 13:31-33,
these parables describe the kingdom way of starting things. “He
told them another parable: The kingdom of heaven s like a mus-
tard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. Though it is
the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of
garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air
come and perch inits branches.”

“He told them still another parable: The kingdom ofheaven is
like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of
flour until it worked all through the dough.”

The world seeks to make big impressions with immediate
results. God starts small. If God has the essence right, he will
cause growth, small at first, unseen and unobserved (like yeastin
bread). Butin the end his rule will be extensive and thorough.
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One man submitted to God can impact a whole company or
an entire community. A single student can impact an entire cam-
pus. One inmate can radically change a whole prison. One child
can influence his whole family. One humble and obedient life
can change an entire church.

Don't be discouraged if when you obey a command of your
Lord you don’t see immediate results or success. Don'’t leave or
abandon a men'’s prayer group, Bible class, or prison ministry
because results are not immediately visible and successful. If
your life remains obedient to what your Lord has asked, he will
ensure that what he purposed will come to pass.

This may be difficult for you to grasp because we have been
trained to see things from the world’s perspective. Let your life
function from God'’s perspective. God wants the world to see and
know him and his ways, not see you and the world’s ways. Let
God manifest himself through your life.

The missionary, Hudson Taylor, said, “It is always helpful to us
to fix our attention on the Godward aspect of Christian work; to
realize that the work of God does not mean so much man’s work
for God, as God's own work through man.”!

Our lives take on new meaning and eternal purpose when we
see them as being used for God's work through us instead of our
work for God.

While the parable of the sower appears in Matthew 13,
Mark 4, and Luke 8, the message is the same: God's Word is pow-
erful and full of life, just like a seed, capable of multiplying many
times where it is planted! When God speaks, and Scripture con-
firms it is the voice of God, you can count on God to accomplish
everything he says. The key is the truth planted in the soil.
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The soil is your heart and the hearts of those Godis seeking to
influence or affect with truth. This is true in your workplace,
neighborhood, and home.

When you read and apply Scripture, you can be confident in
the one who is present in the Scripture, God himself is always
present, using his Word to affect the hearts and lives of people he
loves and for whom Christdied. Trust what Jesus said in the para-
ble of the sower to guide your witness and to give you confidence
where God has placed you. The same kingdom principles Christ
taught his disciples are at work in and available to your life today.

The parable ofthe farmer and the seed is a favorite text for ser-
mons, 5o it may seem familiar. However, it takes on fresh meaning
when pondered again. For instance, read the parable and then ask
yourselfwhat would have happened if the sower had considered
the path, the rocky places, and the thorns, then decided not to
sow the seed at all.

“ A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the
seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up.
Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It
sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the
sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered
because they had no root. Other seed fell among thorns, which
grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil,
where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what
was sown. He who has ears, let him hear’” (Matt. 13:3—9).
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Many men have lived according to what Jesus taught his disci-
ples, and they have seen God change lives, just as he said he
would. A modern example is the ordinary men on mission trips
who have obediently shared their faith and have seen others
respond in saving faith to Christ.

Some men in the business community were moved of God to
begina Bible study. They obeyed God and trusted he was already
working in their marketplace. They believed their business com-
munity wasjust like Jesus’ parables on the kingdom said it would
be. To their joy, others responded. Some, over time, were saved.
Others found their marriages were changed. Still others
returned to faithfulness to God through Bible study. God’s Word
was multiplied many times overinits effects on the livesin which
it was sown. The truth changed lives.

Christian men must be kingdom citizens and function by
kingdom ways. Jesus guided ordinary men such asfishermen, tax
collectors, and students to live by God's ways. As his servants in
their world, God worked through them to turn the Roman
Empire upside down. Multitudes entered the kingdom because
of their faithful witness. God has always done this. This s his way,
and he can do it through your life too.

THE PARADOX

Christ often used ordinary situations to teach spiritual truth.
Often his parables contain paradoxes—statements that seemn to
contradict themselves. For example, Jesus said if you want to save
your life you must lose it (Mark 8:35); to be the ruler of all you
must be the servant of all (Matt. 20:27);, and to live you must die
(John 11:25).
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Spiritual truths often contradict what we accept as reality.
Christ demonstrated lordship by washing his disciples’ feet. In
the world today, to be the owner or boss is to rule and control by
directives. Look at the following list. Note carefully the contrast
between what the world says and what the kingdom says.

WHAT THE WORLD SAYS

Pride isimportant.

Hitch your wagon to a star.
Success

Professionalism
Competition

Maintain your rights.
Negotiate for the best deal.
Excellence

Save your life.

Afhirm self.
Accomplishments

You don't have to take that.
Live to die.

Rule and be served.

Things will make you happy.
Walk by sight.

Set long-range goals.

Take the initiative.
Getrevenge.

Eat, drink, and be merry.

WHAT THE KINGDOM SAYS

Humility is essential.

Jesusis Lord.

Obedience

Servanthood

Service

Give all your rights to God.
Obey God's commands.
Christlikeness

Lose your life for my sake.
Deny self.

Character

Take up your cross.

Die to live.

Servein order to rule.

Godly character bringsjoy.
Walk by faith.

God reveals the future.

Let God take the initiative.
Do good to your persecutors.
Seek first the kingdom of God.

bl
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The man God uses must be kingdom-oriented. In his letter to
the Galatians, Paul said, “God forbid that Ishould boast exceptin
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been
crucified to me, and I to the world” (Gal. 6:14 NKJV). Paul was
the leading missionary to the Gentiles, a man of great faith and
stamina, who had endured prison, beatings, stonings, and whip-
pings, all without dishonoring God. Yet, he said, “God forbid that
[should boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ”

The cross was crucial to Paul’s ministry-and to Paul’s under-
standing of who he was and who God is. Paul was humbled by
the fact that the only significant, lasting thing about him grew
out of the execution that marked the sacrifice of the Savior. But
what was rated a failure in the world’s eyes represented eternal
life for that same world. The last verses of Acts record Paul’s life
passion. Acts 28:30—31 lets us know that Paul remained com-
mitted to the kingdom of God even at the end of his life.

Having been transformed through a relationship with God
through faith in Jesus Christ, such a man’s mind, heart, will, and
life belong to Jesus Christ alone. He has been reoriented to God
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and God’s kingdom. He is now convinced that in Christ he is
filled with “all the fullness of God” (Eph. 3:19).
In the life of the man God uses, this means:

» “Godis able to make all grace abound to you, so thatin all
things at all times, having all that you need, you will
abound in every good work” (2 Cor. 9:8).

» “No matter how many promises God has made, they are
“Yes' in Christ. And so through him the ‘Amen’ is spoken
by usto the glory of God” (2 Cor. 1:20).

» “God will meet all your needs according to his glorious
richesin Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19).

» If he has ““faith as small as a mustard seed ... Nothing will
be impossible’” (Matt. 17:20) for him.

» “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be given you’ (John 15.7).

Numerous promises are ours as children of God working
together with God in the workplace, at home, in his church, and
throughout the world!

The man God uses is one who has absolute, unconditional
trust, reliance, and faith in God. He is a man through whom God
can do all things “exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or
think” (Eph. 3:20 NKJV). He lives with a clear, God-given sense
of direction. Fle knows the ways of God in the world. His heart is
set with the awareness of the awesome consequences of being
sent by God. The presence of Godis with him expressing himself
just as God promised.

Therefore, the man God uses keeps his character with integri-
ty, knowing that his life is a highway for God to work in every
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place God chooses to place him. Nothing is impossible through
his life!

What incredible changes and blessings can flow through the
man God uses (2 Cor. 5:17-20). Unstable families he touches
can find refuge in Christ through him (Ps. 46:1). Those brokenin
spirit can be made whole in Christ through him (Luke 4:18—19).
Many can come to understand and experience the certain will of
God for their lives and circumstances because of his faithful shar-
ing. Conflicts can be resolved and reconciliation realized
through the power of the Lord through him (Matt. 5:9).
Significant decisions can be made, because in his life are all the
wisdom and knowledge of God (Col. 2:2—3; James 1.:5), and
many can come to saving faith in Jesus Christ.

Can you grasp the meaning of being a man God uses? It causes
me to stand in awe and trembling, knowing who lam as a child of
God, knowing who has sent me to be changed and to be an
instrument of change in others’ lives—~especially those who do
not know God.

The man God uses is committed to the cost involved in fol-
lowing God. He has confidence in the Holy Spirit to take him
through every circumstance. There will be conflict and opposi-
tionin the process of walking with the Lord. But there will be no
cost he will encounter that the Holy Spirit will not empower
him to work through.

The man God uses seeks a Spirit-filled life (Eph. 5:18) and dis-
plays the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22—25). Such a life cannot be
explained by the world around him but will be used of God to be
light in the man’s world (Eph. 5:8—10).

The man God uses does not pattern his life after well- known
military strategists, political figures, heroes of this world, or other
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prominent Christians. Rather, he makes an absolute commit-
ment to pattern his life after Jesus Christ as the Master Servant.

LIVEIN FAITH

I remember encouraging several Christian teachers in a public
high school to “speak the truth in love” to the principal about sev-
eralissues. We prayed, God heard our prayers, and he honored the
witness of the teachers. In time, significant, God-honoring changes
were made in the curriculum and in the graduation program.

Our church also encouraged men who were working for an
oil company refinery to request not to work on Sunday in order
to honor their Lord and lead their families. Never before had
such arequest been made. Asa church, we prayed for them and
their witness.

The men made their request, and it was granted without ques-
tion. God was honored, families were strengthened, and the men
realized the difference their lives could make in the workplace. It
set a clear example for others and for their own children of what
it means to live in faith.

In John 4:10, Jesus was clearly speaking a completely different
language from the Samaritan woman he met at Jacob’s well. She
was talking about the water from the well, and Jesus was talking



100 T Mas i on L lone
Fbofd T e e e T T NN

5 wr

about “living water.” She talked of worshiping God on a moun-
tain; Christ talked of worshiping in spirit and truth (John
4.21—24). She tatked about the Messiah, and Christ told her it
was he of whom she spoke {John 4:25—26).

At this point she and Christ could see eye to eye. Her reaction
was to run into the town to bring back everyone who would lis-
ten to her (John 4:28—29). Her life was changed! Her beliefin
Christ allowed her to see clearly for the first time from akingdom
perspective. So many people of her city were changed that they
urged Jesus to stay two more days with them, and many more
believed because ofit!

We try to teach evangelism to Christians, or how to witness
as kingdom citizens. Evangelism is not a program. It is a by-
product of a healthy, growing, vibrant relationship with Jesus
Christ as Lord. Men who walk in a dynamic relationship with
Christ witness by nature and draw persons to him. Jesus did
not have to teach the woman at the well how to witness. He
redeemed her, and she brought the whole city to see the man
who changed her life!

FORGIVENESS AND RECONCILIATION

When the man God uses becomes God-oriented, he sees his
life as a kingdom citizen and reflects God's nature to others. This
is most evident in the area of forgiveness. The world knows little
of the real meaning of forgiveness because it has never known
God'sforgiveness.

Jesus told his disciples how to treat their enemies. They must
love themn, pray for them, do good to them, and bless them (Matt.



— 1.1

5:43—44). The world cannot do this, but a Christian can, because
heis enabled by Jesus living through him.

Jesus instructed his disciples not only to forgive others but
also to demonstrate a lifestyle of forgiveness to others. Jesus told
his disciples to forgive everyone 490 times or 70 times 7 (Matt,
18:21-22). Those who follow Jesus must forgive as he would.
His goalis to break down barriers and reach people, not to set up
barriers through hatred, resentment, bearing grudges, or retri-
bution. None of these will help bring others to Christ. They will
only drive people further away and compromise any witness
believers might otherwise have with them. Christ’s followers are
to be used of God to draw people by love and love alone.

Paul explained in 2 Corinthians 5:1 7—20 that when we were
born from above we were made into new creaturesand God gave
us the ministry of reconciliation. Paul said that believers are
workers together with God (2 Cor. 6:1 —2 NKJV)in the process
of reconciliation.

Think of how many marriages could be healed, how many
children could be restored, and how many churches could be
brought together in love. Think of the resolution of conflict that
could come to the workplaces of the nation! Think of the sorrow
that could be averted and brokenness prevented as godly men
live in the power of the Holy Spirit!

Jim faced a difficult crisis as God's servant, He worked as a
chaplain in a youth prison. During a guards’ strike, the police
were called in to take over guard duties. But soon the police had
lost control, and riots broke out in three units,

The prison staff allowed Jim to cross the picket line to assess
the situation because they trusted his integrity. They agreed to
do whatever Jim thought best. After much prayer, Jim entered
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the prison. The police directed him to a small unit for the most
hardened and violent criminals.

Jim walked into the unit and said firmly, “Clean out your cells
and in you go” Much to his amazement, they did! With fear he
wentinto the next unit where the riot was well underway. As he
walked in, the leader—a 6’ 4”, 240 Ib. weightlifter—came run-
ning up to him yelling, “Get me out of here!” Jim opened his cell,
and in he went. The riot was over!

Jim informed the staffthat they did not need to enter with force.
He explained later that he felt the presence of the Prince of Peace
with him that day. Christians are able to be highways over which
the love and compassion of Christ can flow. “A highway will be
there. it will be called the Way of Holiness. The unclean will not
journey onit;it will be for those who walk in that Way; wicked fools
will not go about on it” (sa. 35:8). God is able to fill you with his
Holy Spirit and enable you to be a "highway for God"

FaITH

Among the advantages of the man God uses are the incredible
possibilities available through faith in Ged. As kingdom citizens,
we are promised that faith accesses the power of God in all cir-
cumnstances. Faith can take on different forms, depending on the
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situation. This is because faith is a confident expectation con-
cerning your relationship with God (Heb. 11:1), and God never
changes, regardless of circumstances. When a man truly knows
God and fully trusts him, his focus shifts from self and circum-
stance to God and relationship.

Essentially, faith is believing that what you see as reality from a
human standpoint is inaccurate. Faith sees a kingdom reality of
what God wants to happen in and through your life.

Hebrews 11:32—40 references examples of people God used.
Those who let God accomplish mighty things through them did
so because they believed he would. Those who were able to with-
stand tremendous persecution, opposition, and even death did
so according to their faith in the one who could keep them in his
love for eternity. “Thisis the victory that has overcome the world,
evenour faith” (1 John 5:4).

What God says is true to you. The Holy Spirit living in you
bears witness to God’s Word. You can base your life on all God
says in his Word. God says he loves you and laid down his life for
you. You can always be confident about God's love for you,
regardless of the circumstances. You don’t have to be blown
about by your circumstances. If you lose your job, for example,
God'slove for you will keep you steady. Your family will see your
faith in God and they, too, will feel secure.

Godis faithful, and all his promises are true. You can search out
the promises of God in the Rible and, with confidence, live by
them. The promises in verses such as Hebrews 13:5, Matthew
28:20,and Philippians 4:19 are just a few of God’s assurances that
he will never leave you, is with you always, and shall supply all of
your needs. These promises can shape our lives and give us confi-
dence askingdom citizens.
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Because God has given you promises in his Word, you can,
with great confidence in God’s unfailing presence and provision,
live your life boldly before a watching and hurting world.
Everyone may forsake you, even your family and friends, but this
will not destroy you, for you know God's promises! You know
God has not, nor will he ever, leave you or forsake you. Others
who watch you will be amazed at your faith and will be attracted
to the God you serve. Your testimony of God's faithfulness will
draw them.

You can also have faith in God's provision for you. God’s prom-
ises reveal that: (1) nothing is impossible for him to do in and
through your life, and (2) “God shall supply all your need accord-
ing to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:1 3 NKIV).

Knowing and believing this, you can turn to God to meet your
every need. Your life of faith will be a testimony to your family,
friends, and fellow workers as they see your loving heavenly
Father taking care of you according to your faith in his promises.

Qur ultimate goal should be to allow Christ complete free-
dom in our lives (Gal. 2:20)—to be so completely dependent on
Christ, through faith, that he can shine through ustoadesperate
and needy world.

George Muiller began moving through life as a thief, liar, and
scoundrel. By the age of sixteen, he was imprisoned for unpaid
debts. Once freed, through deceit and forgery, he traveled about
the country and completed his university studies on other
people’s money.

However, when he received Christ as his Savior, George Muller
was changed by God's presence in his life. He began to demon-
strate an amazing faith in God. Muller opened an orphanage in
Englandin April 1836,and by the next year two more orphanages
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were opened. By the end of his life, several new orphanages were
constructed and thousands of orphans cared for,

The amazing fact about Muller is how he managed his orphan
ministry. He relied completely on private prayer for God to pro-
vide food, clothing, and every item for maintaining his orphan-
ages and caring for his charges. Never once did his children g0
without clothing or food. The food may have come justafter the
dinner prayer was said, but it was always on time. He refused any
salary and never asked for money. He dedicated his life to show-
ing that God’s Word is true, “God shall supply all your need
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil, 4:19
NKIJV), “Without faith it is impossible to please God, because
anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that
he rewards those who earnestly seek him” (Heb. 11:6),

SEEK FIRST His KINGDOM

Askingdom citizens we are aware ofthe God who is near and
of his resources. We go from an encounter with God to the
trenches—from the mountaintop into the valley. We ask God to
take our spiritual encounter with him and apply it to our
practical situations.

A congregation in Modesto, California, prayed that God
would invite them tojoin hisactivity in their neighborhood. One
thing that was apparent to everyone was the growing population
of Eastern Indians in the area. The congregation’s pastor, Mike
Atinsky, was dining out when a Hindu woman asked him if she
had understood correctly that he was a minister. After a brief
conversation, she asked him to tell her about Jesus. Later she
became a Christian and joined Mike’s congregation, even though
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it was not close to her home. Through her becoming a Christian,
the pastor was introduced to her son and daughter-in-law. They
subsequently heard and believed the gospel and also became
Christians. They lived in the neighborhood of the church and
were apparently part of God's provision for involving the con-
gregationin hisactivity. Godled the couple to begin a ministry to
Fastern Indians in their home. This led to an Fastern Indian con-
gregation, all as the result of believers’ praying and trusting God
to lead them 3

One of the most radical revelations Christ made about himself
ssfoundin John 14:6,“1am the way and the truth and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me.’” In this verse, Jesus
didn't say, I'll show you the way, or Tknow the truth and will tell it
to you, or I can heal you and give you a better life. Rather, he said
that he is the way, the truth, and the life.

When Christ is present, the truth of every situation differs from
purely human perceptions. Take, for example, the disciples endur-
ing a storm on the Sea of Galilee as they accompanied Jesus.
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Jesus fell asleep in the boat. A sudden and ferocious storm
arose. 'Io the disciples’ human understanding, taking into
account the nature of the storm in comparison to the ability of
their vessel, they were certain they would begin sinking soon.
They were frantic! But the truth of the situation was not that
they would sink. The Truth of the situation was asleep in the
boat! The reality of Christ’s presence made, and makes, all the dif:
ference. “Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves,
and it was completely calm” (Matt. 8.26).

What was the truth in the death of Lazarus as recorded in
John 117 From the world’s perspective, not only was Jesus’
friend Lazarus dead, but his body had begun to decompose.
From the world’s perspective, there was no hope. But when the
Truth arrived, he commanded, “'Lazarus, come out”” and his res-
urrected friend stepped forth. Did the presence of Christ make a
difference in the truth of the situation? You bet it did’

How about those who had been blind or lame since birth and
were made whole by Christ? From the world’s perspective, their
situations were hopeless. Butin Christ, in Truth, the reality of the
situation was completely opposite. They were not only able to
see and to walk, but they could now more effectively proclaim
the glory of Christ to a watching, astonished world.

According to Christ’s disciples, the truth of the situation dic-
tated that they ought to send the thousands of people away to
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the towns and villages to buy food after a long day oflistening to
the Master (Matt, 14). After all, the only food they could find was
afew small fish and a couple of loaves of bread. Was the truth that
the people would starve? No.

When Truth spoke, the reality of the situation became dra-
matically different. More than five thousand were fed, and twelve
baskets ofleftover bread were collected. Kingdom realities rarely
mesh with the world’s reality.

How can you possibly know the truth of any situation with-
out checking first with the real Truth? You can't. The world’s
perspective on any situation is suspect because the world does
not understand the truth, and neither will the world understand
your faith in Christ who s Truth.

When my daughter was diagnosed with cancer at age sixteen,
our human nature saw the truth as a devastating reality leading
to death. Then we inquired from the one who is Truth. He spoke
from a kingdom reality, one not limited to our laws of nature,
time, or space. He revealed to us, just as he had to the sisters of
Lazarus, that it was not a sickness leading to death but that
through it he would be glorified. We clung to the Truth as
revealed to us. We prayed fervently and asked many others to
pray for us on behalf of our sick daughter. And God was faithful
to his promises to us. Others in the same condition died. But
according to God's plan for my daughter, she lives. It was impor-
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tant for us to seek reality from the only one who knows the truth
ofevery situation. You will never know the truth of any situation
until you've sought Christ and his will for your life.

Inclosing, let me speak to married men. Your marriage, at first
glance, may seem at a hopeless impasse headed for destruction.
But when you seek the living Christ in the middle of your rela-
tionship, things begin to take on a different perspective. If you
feel your marriage is no match for God, you don’t know the
Almighty God of the Bible or the awesome God whose king-
dom continues to go forth today. In fact, maybe that's the heart
of your marriage problem. You have not allowed God to be an
integral part of your relationship. Christ will change your mar-
riage into something wonderful and exciting if he is allowed his
way with you. Men, your marriage is your single most impor-
tant priority after your relationship with Christ. It is more
important than your relationship with your children, your par-
ents, your job, your hobbies, or any other thing in your life. God
will honor the covenant you made with your wife before him
on your wedding day. He will guide you safely out of the stormy
waters to safe harbors.

"THE KINGDOM ISWHERE YOU ARE

The kingdom is where you are—in your family, your work-
place, your church, your nation, and your world.

THE KINGDOM IN YOUR Famiy

One of the mostimportant aspects ofa man’s life is his role as a
kingdom citizen in the home. If fathers are ever to be the godly
men their families need, they must regularly seek the Lord. The



impact a father has on his children will last the rest of their lives.
The leadership and love a husband shows his wife is critical to the
spiritual stability and effectiveness of his wife and marriage. The
man God uses, in terms of his spiritual life and his faithful obedi-
ence to God, serves as a model for his wife and children.

1 once was asked by a parent to speak to the teenage children
who were not Christians. In talking with the teens, I learned that
they were not convinced of their father’s conversion. They
brought up several corrupt activities he had been involved in
before and after he was saved. They saw no need to take God seri-
ously because they didn'tsee their father doing so. Thisfather did
not realize that, although he had given his life to Christ, he had
not acted toward his children in a way to draw them to the Christ
He now served. His children needed to see the incredible differ-
ence Christ makes in fathers when they are changed from the
inside out by the power of the Holy Spirit.

One man, saved out of a wealthy, partying lifestyle, prayed for
his wife for years. Each time we would meet together as men, he
asked for prayer for her. She was not ready to give up the lifestyle
she was accustomed to and resented her husband’s religion.
After years of experiencing her husband's prayer, love, and
Christlike behavior, her attitude softened. She allowed her



11

Eegp

young children to go to church and began attending herself. It
wasn't long before her husband told us she had accepted Christ.
We all rejoiced with him. Christ is now the center of their mar-
riage and family life. They are able to serve together and demon-
strate the kingdom through their home life.

Read Galatians 6:2. Could you benefit from prayers for your
family? Do you believe other men could benefit from your
prayers for their homes? Pause now and pray, both for those God
would use to carry your burdens with you and those you could
serve by praying and caring for them,

Ifyouare the only believerin your family, you will be tested by
those who are not. They will want to see if your commitment to
Christis genuine. They will want to know ifyou will “grow out of
it” or if it is just a “passing phase” Persevere. Remain faithful in
both your silent and verbal witness to them. Love them as Christ
would. Treat them with utmost care. Pray without ceasing for
God to reclaim their souls from the world that they might expe-
rience the joy of hissalvation. Invite other Christians to pray with
you specifically for your family members as well as for your posi-
tive testimony as you live with them. God honors the prayers of
those whose hearts belong to him.

Read James 5:16. This verse is an encouragement because it is
one of God's promises. Close your eyes and say it to yourself.

THE KINGDOM IN YOUR WORKPILACE

Wherever God's people are, they bring with them the power
of God to change lives and circumstances. All God’s peoplein all
places at all times in God's way can radically impact their work-
place with his power and Spirit. Remember the apostle Paul’s
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words, “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21)
and “I have been crucified with Christ and I no Jonger live, but
Christ lives in me” (Gal. 2:20). Christ will work through you as
you allow him to, using you in the ordinary circumstances of
your job to make an extraordinary impact in your workplace!

Remember, God has placed us with his purposes in mind. We
are to seek God's will for our vocations and to look for his activity
in our workplaces. Seeing God at work where we are is exciting,
and watching him work through us to bring hope and redemp-
tion to those with whom we work is thrilling. Remember who
lives in you and goes with you to work. You are carrying inside
you the same power and the same person that raised Christ from
the dead, calmed the storming sea, healed the blind, and pum-
meled Satan’s forces into submission.

Tue KINGDOM IN YOUR CHURCH

There is no better place to see the kingdom of God at work
than in the local church. Christ says, “I will build my church,and
the gates of [Hell] will not overcome it” (Matt. 16:1 8). The king-
dom of God cannot be destroyed. The church, as Christ’s body,
can accomplish amazing feats as it follows his leadership and
moves according to his ways. In his book The Body, Charles
Colson shares incident after incident where the church united
brought down stronghold after stronghold and has made an
impact on entire nations because of Christ’s power flowing
throughit.

Ithe churchstaysfocused on God’s willand God's ways, noth-
ing can stop it from accomplishing his purposes inits communi-
ties, towns, and cities. When the church’s focus is drawn away
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from Christ, it begins to become ineffective and divided and may
even close its doors for good. The man God uses will serve
through his church to help it stay on course and remain depend-
enton the Holy Spirit for equipping and guidance and on Christ
for his power to accomplish what he intends the church to do.

What areas in your church has the Holy Spirit been speaking
to you about? How does he want you to invest your life in a min-
istry of your church to help it stay focused and on track?

THE KINGDOM IN YOUR NATION AND YOUR WORLD

If God has unconditional rights to your life, then you will
accept that he has the right to send you anywhere, at anytime,
for his purposes. I once asked a congregation if they believed
this to be true. “Amen” rang out from every corner of the audi-
torium. Then I asked how many of them had valid passports!
Only afew nervous chuckles could be heard in response. Their
actions indicated more about what they believed than their
words.

God is actively at work in your nation and around the world,
He may need someone of your caliber and qualifications for a spe-
cial task in a country that will not permit missionaries, You may be
the only one who could go to be his “highway of holiness”

A passport may not be the only thing that will keep you from
being sent by God; it could be your mounting debt. Christians
who owe so much to so many will find it more difficult to be avail-
able for God's use. The man God uses must depend on God for
his needs and must not be seduced by credit. Satan can use large
debts to compromise otherwise useful men and place them in
bondage to their creditors.
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God has opportunities for godly men all around the world, but
only a handful are prepared to go. “For many are called, but feware
chosen” (Matt. 22:14 NKJV). The man God uses will not allow
himself to be in bondage to anything and will be free to go at a
moment’s notice wherever God willsend him. It will not matter to
him ifit be to the next neighborhood or to the farthest continent.

How To RESPOND TO GOD'S ACTIVITY

We are to watch for God to reveal to us what heis doing. God's
revelation to us is his invitation to join him in his activity. This
may seem backward to some people. They prefer to start their
own activity for God and then ask him to come and join them!

Christ did only what the Father showed him to do, nothing
more and nothing less.““My Father has been working until now,
and I have been working’” “‘Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son
can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for
whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner. For the
Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself
does'” (John 5:1719—20NKIV).

Christ is our example and model. We must pattern our lives
after his relationship with the Father and follow Christ’s pattern
of relating to the Father.

God's main purpose is to reconcile a lost world to himself. God
always works from his kingdom perspective with eternity in
mind. Itis important for us to know what Godis up toin our lives,
our families, our workplaces, our nation, and our world. The
Holy Spirit will show you when you ask him.
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THINK ABOUT—PRAY ABOUT

When God shows you his activity and his plans, you must
choose to join him or be disobedient. Fach time you join God he
uses you toimpact eternity, and you grow in faith and character.

»  Eachtime youare disobedient, you face the consequences
of your actions, and God will patiently begin to bring you
back on track again. Even though God will not give up on
you and will continue to shape and mold you, you may
have lost an opportunity to serve him that will not come
again. Pray and commit to be the man God uses in all areas
of your life.

» Ask God to help you understand the impact of truth on
building God’s kingdom. Ask God to show you how you
can be used by living out truth in your life and world.
Don'’t worry about what men can do, but be absolutely
concerned about what God can do. The kingdom-orient-
ed man will not fear men but will have a healthy sense of
awe and fear of God. He will be confident God will vindi-
cate him for his glory. Pray a prayer of praise and thanksgiv-
ing to God for your relationship with him.

» Isliving by faith a foreign concept to you, orisit something
you are able to practice regularly? Think about some of
the areas in which you completely depend on God. If
what you have thought ofis limited to crisis situations, or
things out of your control, you may want to consider the
blessings you may be missing. Pray about depending more
on Godin other areas of your life.
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» God still calms the storms in life for those who truly seek

him. Pray today about those areas of your life where God
can calm the storm. Seek first his kingdom and grow in
your relationship with God.

1.J. Hudson Taylor asquoted by Warren W, Wiersbe, Victorious Christians You Should
Know{Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1984), 12.
2. Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest (Uhrichsville, Ohio: Barbour and

Company, Inc), 293.
3,7 A New Ministry to Hindus in California,” Experiencing God REPOR T (September

1996),4.



Chapter 7

ON MIsSION WITH GoD IN QUR WORLD

As God's fellow workers we urge you not 1o receive
God's grace in vain.

~2 Corinthians 6:]

we have sought and will seek to present from the

Scriptures “God’s ideal” for his people. You may be
tempted to see God's ideal, look at your life or your church, and
become somewhat discouraged. Don’t! Anyone who believes
God and setsabout to help God’s people become God's best will
always experience the full resources of God at work through him
to bring it to pass. Set your hearts and lives to be God’s fellow
workers,and do not “receive God's graceinvain” (2 Cor.6:1).“Let
us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we
will reap a harvest if we do not give up” (Gal. 6:9). God is moving
mightily in his people, for his purposes, even today.

T hroughout this book and especially in this final chapter,

o— 57 i



GoD's PEOPLE

Throughout Scripture, God’s focus is always on his people.
Through his people God will bring a lost world to himself. In
1904, revival began to sweep the Welsh region of the United
Kingdom. God chose to use Evan Roberts in a special way.
Roberts and others brought revival to the remotest parts of
Wales. Within five months 100,000 people found Christ and
joined churches. Taverns went bankrupt, crime stopped, and
communities were changed.!

Revival isn’t an evangelistic appeal; it is God’s people getting
right with God and then having animpact on their communities.
When the people of Wales took seriously their relationship to
God, the Holy Spirit was freed to sweep across their nation with
incredible power and effect.2

That is God's pattern. Jesus said that when the Father is glori-
fied the ruler of this world (Satan)is driven out. Jesus also said, “’I,
when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself’”
(John 12:32).

When God's people demonstrate his life-changing power in
their lives, the world will not only take notice but will also be
uncontrollably drawn to Christ by the power of the presence of
God. “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me
draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day. Itis writteninthe
Prophets; “They will all be taught by God.” Everyone who listens
to the Father and learns from him comes to me'”
(John 6:44—45).

God draws unbelievers to himselfusing his people as agents of
light reflecting his glory. This is the main purpose of God’s peo-
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ple, to be used by his power working through them to draw oth-
ers to Christ.

THE MAN GoD Usks

Throughout this book we have seen God'’s pattern for using a
man:

» God chooses a man when he sees a heart ready to be used
and character that comes from a clean, pure, right rela-
tionship with him.

» God calls that man through his Word, his people, his
Spirit, or circumstances. Then God confirms his call to
that man through the church.

» God prepares a man, shaping and molding him for God’s
purposes in the world. God orients him for special times
and for kingdom purposes.

» God uses the man he has chosen, called, and prepared by
taking that man on mission with him to accomplish God’s
purposes.

Where are you, personally, in God'’s “process”? Where are the
men in your church or your workplace? Has God indicated he is
ready to take you and them with him on his mission to redeem
lost souls?

GobD Has ASKED You To Be His PEOPLE

God purposed to create a people for himself “Then Moses
went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain
and said, “This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and
what you are to tell the people of Israel: “You yourselves have
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seen what [ did to Egypt, and how ! carried you on eagles’ wings
and brought you to myself Now if you obey me fully and keep
my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured
possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me
akingdom of priests and a holy nation”” (Exod. 19:3—6).

When God intersected the lives of the people of Israel, they
became a treasured possession, a kingdom of priests, a holy
nation. But they were fearful of God and hesitant to respond
directly to his invitation to become his covenant people. They
insisted that Moses go to God on their behalf rather than having
God speak directly to them (Exod. 20:19). Rather than coming
before God as a kingdom of priests, they sent Moses to act as a
priest for them.

God's people settled for a secondhand relationship with God,
which brings little motivation toward service or accountability.
God wanted to use a people belonging to himself, that praise him
and know that they have received mercy (1 Pet. 2:9—-10).



God planned from before time to create a people he could
love and who would love him back for eternity. Man’s sin broke
that love relationship and brought eternal separation from God.
But through the atoning sacrifice of Christ, the covenant love
relationship was reestablished through faith in Jesus Christ and
obedience to his Word. God uses our faith as the means by which
we have access to him once again.

God continues to create a faithful generation of people
through whom he can work to redeem a lost world to himself As
each generation passes away, a new one is born that must placeits
faith and trustin the Creator. Christ said that his “Fatheris always
at his work to this very day” (John 5:17). God is at work creating
a people to use for his kingdom purposes. All those who have
placed their faith in Christ and turned their lives over for his use
are a part of God's kingdom.

God's people are to be to him a “kingdom of priests,” a “royal
priesthood.” God created a people for himself to perform some
important duties. God’s people serve him as a kingdom of royal
priests. The role of God’s priests is significant. The Old
Testament shows the development of God's priests as media-
tors between God and man (Lev. 22:1). Their primary function
was handling sacrifices to God on behalf of the people. They
were to minister to the people in God's name and help the-
people know how to come acceptably before God and fulfill
their religious duties.

They also were to interpret God's will to the people and go to
God on their behalf secking his wisdom. When Christ died on
the cross, he fulfilled all the required sacrifices for sin, once and
for all. We no longer must go through a human mediator to gain
access to God; we go through Christ. As he sacrificed his body, we
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too are called to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God (Rom. 12:1).

We are to act as ambassadors for God to those who live with-
out him. We are to bring his message of hope, “as though God
were making his appeal through us” (2 Cor. 5:18—20), to those
who do not call Jesus Christ Lord.

As God's priests and holy nation, we have the truth and the
light as a part of our very nature. As Christians we bear witness
to others of the truth of Christ residing in us. Sometimes all we
have to do is lead people into the presence of God, and God will
do the rest.

A pastor told me of a young man who called him and asked if
he might bring his girlfriend by the church. When the two
arrived, the girlfriend was blindfolded and did not know where
she was. In fact, she thought they were going out for dinner to a
secret restaurant! The pastor followed the two as the young man
led his girlfriend up onto the sanctuary platform, stood her
before the cross on the wall, then removed the blindfold. Atonce
she shrieked and fell to her knees sobbing. The story unfolded
that the young man was leaving the country for a long time and
knew his girlfriend was not right with God. He wanted her to set-
tle things spiritually before he left.

When we are brought before the presence of God, his Holy
Spirit can do mighty works in our lives and in the lives of others
who are confronted with their sin.

Sometimes going to people on behalf of God is difficult. I
remember sharing God’s Word with a man who was commit-
ting adultery and who planned to leave his wife and children.
Confronting the sinful situation, I pleaded with him to repent. 1
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spoke of the dire consequences he and his family would face
should he continue, but he remained undeterred.

The prophet Nathan had to confront David with his sin and
could have lost his life for doing so. John the Baptist also faced the
wrath of Herod after rebuking him in his fornication. Paul and
Silas were thrown in prison, beaten, and whipped several times
for bringing God's message of salvation to the lost. Even the
school board chairman (from earlier in this book) was slandered,
verbally abused, and harassed for bringing his Christian convic-
tions into his decisions. Sometimes, as God’s priests, we must
bear the insults that Christ faced, and we must endure the painof
rejection as Christ did. Christ’s advice to those who follow him s
not to fear those who can harm them physically and to remem-
ber that whoever acknowledges him before others will be
acknowledged by him before the heavenly Father (Matt.
10:24—25,28,32—-33).

WE ARE INTERCESSORS

As God's people, one of our responsibilities is to be interces-
sors. Christians are intercessors to God for those in need of his
grace and intervention in their lives. We seek to intervene in the
lives of those around us to make a spiritual difference in the direc-
tion they are heading.

There is a way that leads to life. ““ Wide is the gate and broad is
the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.
But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and
only a few find it'” (Matt. 7:13—14). We share an urgency with
Christ to communicate that truth to those heading down the
road to destruction!
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Intercession is no small task for the man God uses. Even though
it can be a wearisome, time-<consuming effort, the rewards are
tremendous. Souls are saved, lives are changed, sick people are
healed, jobs are found, families are reunited, relationships are
restored, people are released from prison, barriers are removed,
and the work of the devil is thwarted. In essence, the miraculous
becomes a regular occurrence as the result of intercession. People
others had long since given up on have come to saving faith in
Christ because someone persevered in faithful intercession for
them, When God’s people come together, God's power and action
are released to accomplish what he wills. Our prayers allow us to
become more aware of how God wants to use us.

David Grant, a doctor who belonged toaracquetball club, had
noidea that his new racquetball partner was leading a double life.
At the club, Bill Fay was the brash corporate climber. In reality, he
also had a sideline in crime. All the doctor knew was that this
man didn’t know Christ.

David befriended, witnessed to, and prayed for Bill. When the
doctor saw Bill’s arrest on the evening news, he was more certain
than ever that God had placed this man in his life for a purpose. As
every sordid detail came out about Rill, David stayed available. And
when Bill reached the end of his rope, he turned to a minister who
led him to Christ, Bill called hisfriend, David, because he knew that
the one who prayed for him throughout their relationship would
rejoice with him now. Bill Fay entered the ministry and has served
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God asan evangelist, not only witnessing for Christ but also teach-
ing hundreds ofthousands how to witness, for nearly twenty years.
A multitude of people have heard, responded to, and obeyed the
gospel, not only because of Bill's devotion to God but also because
David Grant interceded for Bill 3

WE ARE WORSHIPERS

As God'’s kingdom of priests, we are facilitators of worship
before him. Worship is giving God praise, adoration, glory, honor,
devotion, and love. It is an encounter with God where there is
total submission to God. Unfortunately, some Christians have
developed the idea that worship is for the worshiper rather than
for God. They look to see what they are getting out of worship
rather than what they are bringing toa holy Godin worship.

The attitudes we are to bring to our worship are described in
God's Word. “Love the LORD your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your strength” (Deut. 6:3). “If you
are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your
brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front
ofthe altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother: then come
and offer your gift” (Matt. 5:23—24).

Worship is first and foremost a heart attitude. We can expect
to miss meeting God if we come with pride, sin, anger, an unre-
pentant spirit, or neglect in our relationship with him. When our
approach to Godis right, then ourintellect, emotions, and senses
come together for a glorious meeting with God through Christ.
The prophet Micah asked the question,

“With what shall | come before the Lord
and bow down before the exalted God?
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Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?
Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousand rivers of oil?
Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
(Mic.6:6—7 )

Micah answers these questions with what is acceptable and
pleasing to God in worship,

“He has showed you, O man, what is good.
And what does the LORD require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God”
(MiC. 68)

Worship is both personal and corporate. We are a people
belonging to God, and we function best in community together.
God has even given us instructions for his worship that grow out
of our relationship with him, our relationship with other believ-
ers, and the knowledge that when we relate to other believers we
are indeed relating to him, as well! So God requires that we gath-
er together. “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in
the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another”

Proclaiming God's truth, with words and music, along with
giving thanks to God are elements God requires. “Speak to one
another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make
music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the
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Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”
(Eph. 5:19-20).

Even as God has given us his commands for the attitude and
expressions he desiresin worship, he also desires to be the central
focus of our worship. Giving God glory is not accomplished with
inner or outer confusion. “God is not a God of disorder but of
peace” (1 Cor. 14:33).

One of the roles the man God uses can play is to identify and
correct man-centered worship. Like most good things, there are
counterfeits in worship that do not bring people before God in
an acceptable fashion. People leave entertained and motivated,
but they have not tasted the Living Waters. People may have
been startled by how different or unique the experience was,
but they may not have come away with the words of life. In fact,
true worship may leave you broken, repentant, and sorrowful—
quite the opposite of the hype some have brought inside the
church walls,

God will refuse to accept worship that is halthearted or less
than what he deserves. Worship that requires little of us is like-
wise worth little to God. Evaluate your own worship. Does your
worship experience end at the close of the service, or are you
usually motivated to change or take action because of vour
encounter with God?

Intercession and worship are two elements of service on mis-
sion with God in our world. Intercession allows us to represent
Godtoothers. In the corporate experience ofworship, individual
lives will be changed by the impact of the Holy Spirit. The man
God uses functions through intercession and worshipin a corpo-
rate body of believers with Christ as the Head of the body,
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THE BODY OF CHRIST

Many people know the church is the body of Christ but have
no idea how that body functions. They may have some vague
concept that the body of Christ should evangelize the world,
feed the hungry, clothe the down-and-out, or meet together reg-
ularly to worship, but they don't know how they are to function
within the body.

God places the men he uses into bodies of believers for partic-
ular reasons. Just our acceptance of those who come in Jesus’
name is something Jesus instructed ustodo.“I tell you the truth,
whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts
me accepts the one who sent me” (John 13:20). But the concept
of the body reinforces the need to reverence the truth of the
gospel living in every believer. That truth makes us one.

With Christ as the Head of the body, the rest sfitted together
for a purpose God has in mind to impact the people around that
body. Each man is strategically placed so that:

» He canuse his God-given gifts to equip and serve the body
to maximize its impact in the community;

b He can be shaped and equipped by the rest of the body
who use their God-given gifts for that purpose.

Each member of the body must perform hisor her functionin
order for the body to work according to God’s purposes. Each
member impacts the rest of the members. Our knowledge of
how God works through the body must shape our attitudes and
participation in the body. For instance, did you realize that the
members of the body of Christ are members of Christ himself (1
Cor. 6:15)? Or that Jesus is the one who adds to our numbers



159

those who are being saved (Acts 2:47)? Did you know that it is
not only possible but absolutely desirable to have unity in the
body (Acts 4:32; Eph. 4:3)?

Equally important is the understanding that God gifts the
body for its common good, not so that every person can excel in
somne way, but that the body is equipped for the purpose God is
directing, to reach alost world with his love. Being recognized for
talents is not the same as being aware that God has equipped the
body with this gift to enable its obedience to him.

Look at the body from God's perspective. “The body is a unit,
though it is made up of many parts. ... God has combined the
membersofthe body ...so that there should be no divisionin the
body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other.
lfone part suffers, every part suffers withit; if one partis honored,
every part rejoices with it. Now you are the body of Christ, and
eachone of youisa partofit” (1 Cor. 12:12, 24-27).

AsfarasIcantell, Christ has no other way toredeem alost and
spiritually decaying world than the Holy Spirit's working
through his body, the church. What are you currently doing in
his church? How are you using the gifts God has given you to
equip his saints for ministry?

“It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets,
some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to
prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of
Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in
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the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining
to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. ... We will in all
things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. From
him the whole body, joined and held together by every support-
ing ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does
its work” (Eph. 4:11-13, 15—16).

Do you see the importance of using your talents and gifts to
build up the body of Christ, to prepare and equip its members
for works of service, to promote unity and love between mem-
bers in your church under Christ’s leadership?

Ifyou want to know what a church looks like that does not fol-
low these guidelines, look at the story of Ananias and Sapphira
(Acts 5:1—11)to see how God treats those in his church who are
consumed by selfish desires. Look to the result of Achan’s sin of
covetousness (Josh. 7; 22:20) and how it affected the whole com-
munity. The Israelite army was routed at Ai, and many people
died because of Achan’s secret disobedience to God's com-
mands. Look to see what Christ has to say to his churches in
Revelation 2—3. Many in the church had lost their first love and
followed after their own immoral desires. When members of the
body are dysfunctional in their roles, the entire body is compro-
mised in its usefulness and effectiveness in God’s kingdom. Each
functions “according to the grace given” to him (Rom. 12:6). Do
not receive the grace of God in vain! (2 Cor. 6:1).

The church works together under the leadership of Christ as
the Head to accomplish mighty and amazing feats through his
power and leadership. ' As you sent me into the world, [ have
sent them into the world” (John 17:18).

A church that functions properly as a body of Christ will be
characterized by several things.
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» Members care for one another in love and carry each
other’s burdens.

» Members equip, encourage, undergird, and protect one
another with the Holy Spirit’s help.

» Members do together through the power of Christ what
they could not possibly do alone.

» Members serve as Christ’s hands, feet, and messengers,
impacting communities, countries, and the world.

» Members become living bodies of Christ, demonstrating
the nature and character of Christ for all to see.

» Members become obedient to the Father, and he will use
them to carry out his mission to take the gospel to every
personinevery area of the world. Christ will live out his life
obeying the Father, through his people, to continue his
mission of redemption and reconciliation.

» Members continue to grow, mature, and reproduce them-
selvesasa churchin other places. The church has offspring
by planting other churches.

A church in Georgia was determined to be a people on mis-
sion with God. Led by their pastor, staff, and church leaders, they
beganto obey God every time he spoke to them. They were obe-
dient in evangelism, financial giving, and mission activities. God
began working in members’ hearts concerning international
missions and specifically in the hearts of one of their finest cou-
ples. God led them to an unreached people group in West Africa,
the Massai. The church commissioned the couple, and they were
sent through their denomination’s mission agency. The church
began anincredible pilgrimage.
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The church developed an extensive prayer ministry to sup-
port the couple and planned mission trips and mission giving to
partner with them. At the same time, several other churches and
missionary couples responded to the same calling. In a few years,
the Massai began to respond. Today they have gone from almost
no believers to more than 150,000 who have professed faith in
Christ. Scores of Massai Christian churches have been estab-
lished, and now the Massai are going to great lengths to take the
gospel to others!

But it didn’t end there. This couple, with their children, have
now gone to another large unreached people group, the
Karamajing. God is using them to bring thousands to himself.
The couple’s home church continues to pray, give, and go to
other areas of the world as workers together with God. They
have not stopped being on mission with God, just as God intend-
ed. God intends for your church and you to be on mission with
him. He is not through using his people to reach a world. We are
God's strategy.

A church in an African country had a prison warden in their
congregation, Members prayed for him and encouraged him.
Through the constant support and encouragement of his
church, the warden began prayer groups, Bible studies, and evan-
gelistic crusades at his prison. Many prisoners have come to
Christ because this ordinary man was faithful to his Lord and
because his church took seriously their role as the body of
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Christ, supporting each member in their God-given call. With
this oneness the apostles also shared with all who would listen.
“In the temple courts and from house to house, they never
stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is
the Christ” (Acts 5.42),

This is God's pattern for every generation! The greatest
moments in history for God's people have come when his peo-
ple have sought him in prayer and obeyed him with boldness,
“After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shak-
en. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the
word of God boldly. All the believers were one in heart and
mind” (Acts 4:31-32). The result has been people becoming
missionaries, going wherever they needed to go. God desires to
use his people everywhere and in every situation.

THE MARK OF A DISCIPLE

People knew Peter was Jesus’ disciple primarily because he
was continually with Jesus, following him and participating with
him. Today a disciple of Jesus follows Christ and continually par-
ticipates in his activity whereverit leads, -

Shortly after Glenn became manager of a manufacturing facil-
ity in Nevada, he learned that Bob, an employee, had been in a
serious drug-related car accident. After a time away for recovery,
Bob returned to work showing some improvement after having
“learned his lesson.” But eventually drug-related problerns began
tooccurat work, and other employees refused to work with Bob,
saying he was unsafe and shouldn’t be on the job.

After several unheeded warnings, Bob was fired. He immedi-
ately filed a grievance with the union. The meeting between the
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union official, Bob, and Glenn went on at length and seemed to
go nowhere. Finally, Glenn said, “Bob, you have a problem. You
know you have a problem. You need help, and I know just the
one who can give this help to you”

The union official asked to be excused, and Glenn shared with
Bob about Jesus Christ and how Bob could come to know him
personally. Glenn gave Bob something to read on how to have
peace with God and asked him to go through it at home. The
next day Bob dropped the grievance. A change had begun in his
heart. Itis possible for an ordinary plant manager, evenin the hos-
tile environment of a grievance meeting, to share the gospel with
someone who needs the Lord.

LISTEN FOR GOD'S VOICE

Christ says he knows us, will call us by name, and we will rec-
ognize and respond to his voice. Our roleisto be listening for him
when he speaks. What a tragedy it would be for us to miss a cru-
cialword from the Master at a critical time in our lives because we
were distracted by worldly matters. Will Christ pass us byandgo
ontoone whois listening? Will we miss the tremendous blessing
God is holding for us because we are inattentive to him at a deci-
sive moment?



How can we be sure that we recognize God's voice when he
speaks to us? Perhaps more importantly, how can you be sure
that you are listening when God speaks to you?

John 10:3—6, 14 contains principles that come down to being
familiar enough with God and his Word to recognize and obey
him when he speaks. “The watchman opens the gate for him,and
the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and
leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goeson
ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his
voice. But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run
away from him because they do not recognize astranger’s voice.”
Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand
what he was telling them. “I am the good shepherd; [ know my
sheep and my sheep know me” (John 10:3-5,14).

Itsoundssimple, butitissimple only ifwe are prepared to hear
God and become familiar with his voice. Several times Jesus said,
“He who has ears, let him hear” (Matt. 11:15). Jesus meant there
was more than one application to the story, There was an obvi-
ous meaning, and there was a spiritual application. Jesus empha-
sized that there wasa chance his hearers might not catch what he
was trying to tell them,

Jesus often spoke in parables so that those with spiritual
insights would grasp the spiritual application, but those who had
no spiritual inclination would only grasp the obvious meanings.
Ifour hearts are right with God, we will grasp what the Scripture
is telling us, and we will hear the Shepherd’s voice. If our hearts
are not in tune with God, we will miss the Shepherd’s message.
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LovE ONE ANOTHER

Itis easy to love people we are already close to. If we love with
God's love, we have toinclude all those unknownto us orin need
of help. This broadens our responsibility when we think of who
constitutes “others” when it comes to expressing love. Strangers
and prisoners are to be loved as if we were in their situation.
“Keep on loving each other as brothers. Do not forget to enter-
tain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained
angels without knowing it. Remember those in prison as if you
were their fellow prisoners, and those who are mistreated as if
you yourselves were suffering” (Heb. 13:1 =3).

The apostle Paul always worked in relation to the churches.
Paul was not an independent agent of God doing his own thing.
He was integrally attached to the support, prayer, and encour-
agement of the churches. Peter was sent from a local body of
believers to check out the Gentile worship and report back to
verify the activity of the Holy Spirit there. The principle here is
that wherever an individual member of the body of Christ goes,
he goes as part of the body. And, ifhe s part ofthe body, heisalso
connected to the Head of the body, which is Christ. So the
response of others toa member of the body is also their response
to Christ. ““I tell you the truth, whoever accepts anyone | send
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accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent
me’”(John 13:20).

The body of Christ never cancels out the individual; rather,
the individual finds his true purpose and meaning expressed
through the group. Imagine an eye trying to function without
the rest of the body. Absurd! How about a hand or a foot apart
from the arm or leg? Impossible. Just asimpossible is a Christian
apart from a local church!

You are an individual, but you function within a body of
believers. Your role is critically important to the life of the body.
The body sees the members as an integral part of the body. The
body undergirds the members in the ministry God has called
them to, helps clarify what God is saying to them in relation to
the body, and allows them to help equip one another for service
with God.

THE MAN Gob USES IN His LARGER KINGDOM

When God takes an ordinary man whois yielded to him, that
personactsas leaven to affect his community, city, and world. Just
as yeast spreads through all of the dough, God’s people can make
adifference.

God's people are the best people in the world! I've traveled
the world and visited God’s best servants in some of the most
remote places of his kingdom. [am always amazed, inspired, and
humbled at the loyalty and commitment of God’s people who
serve in difficult and dangerous places. But the most amazing
part is that  can become an instant brother and develop a close
bond with any of these men and women regardless of their
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nationality, responsibilities, language, or age because we all serve
the same Lord.

When you allow Christ to be your Savior and Lord, you not
only become a part ofa body of believers where youllive, you gain
membership to a worldwide network of God's people. This was
never more meaningful to me personally than when our family
needed prayers for my daughter who had been diagnosed with
cancer. We were deeply encouraged by the many letters, calls,
and notes from those who were praying for us around the world.
People we had never met were interceding on our behalf before
our heavenly Father. We owe agreat deal to the faithful prayers of
many during our times of need.

God has his people placed strategically all around the world,
serving him in important ways. Some of the ways may appear
insignificant on the outside, but they may be the key to God’s
plans. One man drilling a well in West Africa may not appear to
have much significance. But when you understand that God had
called him and commissioned him, you realize that much more
is at stake. It'snot what we do thatisimportant but what God can
accomplish through what we do.

Ezekiel 22:30 does not say that Godislooking for someone with
vast influence, intelligence, family connections, or position. It says
God is looking for one man among athers who will serve his pur-
pose, realizing the value of what God has created, and interceding
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for others so they might not face the consequences of their actions.
“Iooked for a man among them who would build up the wall and
stand before me in the gap on behalfofthe land so Iwould not have
to destroy it, but [ found none” (Fzek. 22:30).

Are you such a man? Could your earnest desire to make Christ
real to someone be the service that opens a household to the
gospel or triggers a ministry that will bless many? It could happen,
not because of your potential but because of God's ability,

One Christian man sent out a plea for used eyeglasses to dis-
tribute in underdeveloped countries. His aim was to help people
see physically and spiritually. His obedience to God inspired
other Christian optometrists who helped collect more than four
thousand pairs of glasses for distribution in South American
countries. Remember that the individual is connected to the
largerkingdom of God. God can martial his forcesin any country
at any time if they are ready and willing to listen and obey. One
act of obedience can be the signal to thousands of others who
have been sensing God is up to something in their lives.

[remember meeting Olen Miles, a retired building contractor.
That humble, hard-working man gave a major part ofhis life vol-
unteering to build churches. Not only did his own state benefit
from his years of service, but several other countries also have the
permanent mark of Olen Miles on their landscapes. Thousands
of people worship today and attend theological classes in build-
ings built because of his faithfulness and obedience to God. His
life inspired many other men to volunteer in building churches
and seminary buildings as well.

Itonly takes one man obedient to the God-given vision of min-
istry toinspire others. And more people have been introduced to
Christ by the faithfulness of ordinary people than all the famous
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evangelists combined! God uses ordinary people in extraordi-
nary ways, because he isa part ofit.

Being on mission with God is a worldwide effort. An engineer
in Montana can assist Christian brothers in Russia; a Christian
doctor from Saskatchewan can spend two and a half years in a
Yemen hospital; or a pastor from Argentina can help a small mis-
sion church in Vancouver reach the Spanish-speaking people
who live there. Thousands of scenarios are lived out every day
because of how God’s economy works. We are individuals and a
part of the living body of Christ. We work together with other
believers in his larger kingdom to accomplish God's purposes.

Churches who are proud of their independence or self-
reliance never experience the joy of accessing God's kingdom
resources to impact a world. They only see theirimpact reaching
to the end of their membership, their resources, and no further.
For Christians to be obedient to Christ's command to “’go into
all the world and preach the good news to all creation’” (Mark
16:15) takes a cooperative effort across church and denomina-
tional lines and channels of blessing throughout the larger king-
dom of God. The Canadian churches [ was a part of for most of
my pastoral ministry were deeply affected by church youth
choirs, college drama teams, senior adult volunteer workers, and
many others that came from the United States every year.
Several churches that stand today across Canada were built by
the funds and the sweat of American brothers and sisters who
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accepted God'sinvitation to be part of what he was doing on the
other side of the border.

THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

God uses men around the world, but he also uses men to affect
the Christian community close by. Thisis also part of God’s larg-
er kingdom.

The mark ofa Christian is to love his fellow believer. It is not
how many souls are saved or how much you sacrifice. Jesus says
the world will be able to tell you are a follower of Christ by your
love for your Christian brother. Ifyou have any relationship with
a fellow believer that is not consistent with the type of love
Christ demonstrated for you, set it right immediately. If you can-
not demonstrate love for one in whom Christ lives, you can’t
properly love anyone who is apart from him. ““ A new command
Igive you: Love one another.... By this all men will know that you
are my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:34—35)

I visited a fellow pastor of another denomination one day.
When he opened the door, I could tell he’d been weeping. He
shared that the night before he had been in a difficult meeting
with his deacons only to come home to find his teenage son had
left home. I ministered to the pastor, brought my deacons to min-
ister to his deacons, my wife to minister to his wif, and our
teenagers to minister to his teenagers. His ministry had been in
the balance, but through encouragement, love, and prayer, a
church was salvaged and came to know practically what John
13:34—35 means. Remember Christ's words, ““Whatever you
did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, youdid for me””
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(Matt. 25:40). It is Christ we are serving, and it is Christ we are
ministering to when we love our fellow believers.

FaMmiry LIFE

God also uses men in his larger kingdom as he guides men in
their families.

My sons once said to me, “Dad, we don’t think you realize how
many times we could have gone off track, but we just couldnt
bring ourselves to hurt you and mom that way”

Ireplied, “Well, the reverse s true too. There were many times
your dad could have done the wrong things, but Ijust couldn’t
hurt you boys” I have withheld from doing things and movingin
certain directions in my life because I knew it would influence
my children. Scripture says that the sins of the father will be
passed on to the children and the grandchildren. I am totally
convinced this is true. The chance my children and grandchil-
dren have may well rest on my walk with God. That has beena
restraining influence on my life.

Few men are taught how to be good fathers or husbands.
There either is not enough time, or men are not aware of studies
on parenting and relationship development. A man who is wise
will seek out others who can hold him accountable and hold him
to his commitments in his marriage and home life. Men ought to
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be praying for one another’s families, marriages, and job situa-
tions. Men ought to be praying for one another, period!

I you take seriously the implementing of ““seek first his king-
dom and his righteousness’”” (Matt. 6:33), your life will be notice-
ably different. You will stand out among peers as one who knows
God and trusts him with your life and the lives of your family.
The first people who ought to see us as authentic Christians are
our children. Your life will be transformed daily by the living
Lord, and there will be a radical difference.

SUMMARY

Many great movements of God~—biblically and historically—
manifested the activity of God in and through men! God choos-
es, calls, and sends men. God uses them individually, corporately,
in concert together with their circumstances and obedience.
God looks for men with hearts completely yielded to him. Godis
profoundly active. Our lives are the product of choices we have
madein our encounters with God. In those choices God can take
the ordinary and, through his presence in and through them,
make us and our opportunities extraordinary.

My son Tom and I shall continue to pray for God's mighty
anointing on you and all the men who read and study this book.

Join us in praying for the men around you as we become men
God can use.

THINK ABOUT—PRAY ABOUT

God intends for us to acknowledge the presence of Jesus
Christ in every area of our lives. This is the most fundamental of



o e TrEMabkizoRLISES

principles for Christians. Whatever we may be doing or wherev-
er we may be, we must realize and acknowledge Jesus Christ’s
presence and activity working in us, through us, and around us.
We must see every situation in which we find ourselves as a
means of obtaining a greater knowledge of Jesus Christ.

4

»

Pray to become the man God can use. Pray specifically fora
greater understanding of what it means to be God's people.
Men who do not truly worship cannot truly serve God.
Pray that you will grow in your worship. Worship s at the
heart of your relationship with God. Out of worship God
will reveal himself and his will. More happens out of an
encounter with God through times of worship than any
other time in our lives.

Missionaries come fromourchurches. They enter every walk
of life on assignment for God. Take inventory of men in your
church—young men, teens, boys—to see God's present and
potential missionaries! Pray for them and commit to encour-
age and support themin their missionary assignments.

The Great Commission was given tothe body of Christand to
each member; “ Therefore goand makedisciples ofall nations,
baptizingthemin the name of the Father andof the Sonand of
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely lam with youalways, tothe very
end of the age’”” (Matt. 28:19—20). Pray and thank God that
you function with the body on mission according to the grace
he has given and you have received, asa man God uses.

1. Dr. ] Edwin Orr, transcribed from 24 January 1974 lecture, Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Ft. Worth, Texas, chapel service.



e Y

2.1bid.
3. Share Jesus Without Fear Kit (Nashville: Life Way Press, 1997), videotape session 4.






GROUP DiscussiON GUIDE: CONDUCTING
A GROUP STUDY
OF THE MAN Gop USES

The Group Study Guide on the following pages includes:
» Goodideas for group members
» FEasy-to-use group session plans

Read both before you plan for your men's group.

GROUP MEMBER IDEAS

Who? A small group study of The Man God Uses is appropri-
ate for men’s home groups, Bible study groups, accountability
groups, discipleship and prayer groups, and one-to-one disci-
pling. The topic and time will benefit men ofall ages.

When? Get together at a time that works for your group. The
sessions plans aim for about an hour of discussion and prayer.
However, allow the Holy Spirit to determine your schedule, The
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plans in this section serve as a framework; your goal should be to
meet the needs of the men in your group.

Where? Men can meet at the church, in a home or business, for
amealatalocal restaurant, or anywhere conducive for discussion
and prayer.

" How? Use the group plans in this section. Before each group
session, as a group member you should:

» Pray for each group member.

» Study the chapter the group will discuss.

» Encourage menin the group.

» Getintouch right away with men who miss a session.

God bless you as you facilitate your men’s group.

CHAPTER 1
THE CHARACTER OF THE MAN GOD USES

1. Begin on time. Make latecomers welcome with as little
interruption as possible. Provide name tags during the first
group session unless your men know one another well.

2. Ask each man to introduce himself and briefly tell one
way God has blessed him during the past week.

3. Say:“Recognizing God's blessing is one way of responding
to God. Calling on him to meet our needs is another kind
of response.” Invite men to pray silently, thanking and ask-
ing God for whatever is on their hearts. After a time of
silent prayer, ask God to guide the session.

4. Say: “In Chapter 1, it says, ‘Fach man God used had a
responsive heart ready to hear God and a life that was avail-
able to obey God. They also possessed the integrity to
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honor God” What comes to mind when you apply the
concepts ‘available to obey God' and ‘integrity to honor
God’ to your life?” Describe moments of success, struggle,
or confusion in dealing with these ideas.
Lead the group to brainstorm ways men can be more avail-
able to obey God. Write your group’s list on a poster or
large sheet of paper. Add to the list throughout the session.
. Ask, “What are the similarities and differences men see in
the kind of integrity that honors God and the standard for
integrity in their workplaces?”
Ask:“Does culture give us a false definition of what aman’s
character should be? How does culture’s definition of suc-
cess differ from the way God defines success?”
Invite the men to list the signs of a spiritually healthy man
based on Psalm 15. Instruct men to pair up and share one
area of spiritual health and one area that needs their atten-
tion. Allow several minutes for sharing.
Reconvene the group and say: “Telling the truth, keeping
promises, and not cheating or hurting others are all values
inourculture, Why do you think these traits of a spiritual-
ly healthy man are not more common among men in our
culture?”’

10. Ask the following questions, allowing time for response to

each question:

» Canaman change his heart?

»  What would it take for a man to try to make the kind
of heart change that only God can make?

» Why would anyone trust his own power instead of

God’s?
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11. Say: “Hebrews 4:12—13 says that God’s Word judges our
thoughts and attitudes. Why does that idea make most
people uncomfortable?”

12. Say, “One of the wonderful things about God is his power
to transform us.” Invite someone to read Ephesians
4:22—24 to the group. Ask the group to interpret what
this verse teaches about who we are in Christ.

13. Encourage the men to commit to pray for one another’s
integrity of heart throughout the coming weeks. Ask men
toseal their commitments by expressing themin atime of
sentence prayer.

CHAPTER 2
How GOD SHAPES A MAN

1. Asthe group gathers, ask each man to reflect on how God
has shaped him through the past week. Honor each man’s
time commitment by starting on time. Invite several men to
report briefly on the shaping activity of God in their lives,

2. Say, “Chapter 2 dealt with tough circumstances in life”

Ask for prayer needs or praises related to things that are
making life difficult. Ask men to pray in pairs for the cir-
cumstances that have been mentioned, as well as for oth-
ers they may be aware of.

3. Say: “God can use each life experience to deepen our
dependence on him. In times of crisis, we cry out to God for
strength, wisdom, help, or answers in the midst of our situa-
tion. We recognize that God alone is truly able to handle
what we face, and that we depend on his love for us, his pro-
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tection, and his guidance. God can use each day both to
teach and to deliver us from whatever the day may bring”

4. Ask the group to recount times when they have experi-
enced God's protection or guidance. Allow several mento
share. Then say:“The ability to trust God in every circum-
stance is a result of a Spiritilled life. The Holy Spirit is
present in every believer. Because of the Spirit’s presence,
we have access to wisdom and comfort.”

5. Ask, “Does our lack of patience or quickness to declare
success or failure limit our availability to God's shaping?”

6. Tell what a Christian is and how a person becomes a
Christian. [t may be that some men in your group think
they are Christians simply because they attend church or
read the Bible or give money to the church. Give several
men a chance to share their spiritual journeys and how
they came to the point in their lives that they:

» Recognized they were sinners separated from God
because of sin. “For all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).

» Confessed their sins to God and asked his forgiveness.
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteous-
ness” (1 John 1:9).

» Acknowledged Jesus Christ’sright to be Lord of their
lives, and freely gave him control of their lives forever-
more, and in return accepted his free gift of salvation.
“If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,” and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that
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you believe and are justified, and itis with your mouth
that you confess and are saved” (Rom. 10:9—10).

Share the following illustration as a final thought. “He was
a man who feared God and turned away from evil. No
wonder Satan had it in for him! Job determined to remain
unapproachable to evil. Even when everything he had was
eventually taken from him, including his own health, his
character held out. He remained faithful to the end, even
when he didn’t have a clue what God was up to. God
blessed him because of his integrity.”

Read aloud Jeremiah 29:1 1. Invite men to tell what this
verse says about their relationships to God. “I know the
plans I have for you' declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future’™” (Jer.29:1 1).

Ask men to pair up for a closing time of prayer. Invite each
man to begin his prayer by stating or paraphrasing Isaiah 64:8:

O LORD, you are our Father.
We are the clay, you are the potter;

~ weare all the work of your hand.

CHAPTER 3
GoD’s REFINING PROCESS

Asthe men arrive, give them an encouraging greeting that
compliments qualities or characteristics they possess.

Begin on time. Say:“Do you realize that God could use any
of us or all of us to do anything he purposed to do? Even
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though [ affirmed each one of you as you arrived, that affir-
mation was only based on what you could humanly per-
cetve. The Creator, by contrast, continuously does what
we could never imagine”

3. Say: “Those who will, pray sentence prayers for God to
convict us of our sins and lead us to repentance. Sin ren-
ders us useless to God. As we pray, remember the sins of
pride, arrogance, greed, laziness, and disobedience to
God”

4. Read | Samuel 15:22—-23.

"Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices
as much asin obeying the voice of the L.orD?
To obey is better than sacrifice,
and to heed is better than the fat of rams.
For rebellion is like the sin of divination,
and arrogance like the evil ofidolatry,
Because you have rejected the word of the LorD,
he has rejected you as king.”

Say: “King Saul's pride led to the beginning of his downfall. In
this passage he has lied to Samuel and to God. Do you agree or
disagree that it is better to obey than sacrifice? How can one sin
often lead to other more devastating sins?” Bring into the discus-
sion how sin can cause God to move on to someone else with
opportunities to serve him. Allow time for discussion.

5. Ask: “What is your reaction to the fact that God spent
years preparing Joseph through hardships to be a ruler of
the Egyptians and the avenue of survival for his family?
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How long might any of us have to wait to see God's will
manifested?”

6. Review chapter 3's key points by reminding the group

* that Christ first chose us, appointed us, and instructed us
to bear fruit. Invite men to testify to the impact on their
lives of being chosen by Christ. Ask them to talk about
their sense of appointment and how that relates to the
“appointment” of missionaries, pastors, deacons, and
teachers. Ask the men to tell about people they know
whose lives bear fruit for God.

7 Read Matthew 12:25 and Matthew 18:19—20 to the
group. “Every kingdom divided against itself will be
ruined, and every city or household divided against itself
will not stand’” (Matt. 12:25).** Again, [tell you that if two
ofyou on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be
done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or

by

three come together in my name, there am [ with them
(Matt, 18:19—-20).

Say:“Contrast these verses. Then make comparisons between
these verses and (1) churches that function like a household
divided, and (2) churches that come together in Christ’s name
and are honored with his presence.”

8. Say:“The issue of unity is of extreme importance to God
and in the life and usefulness of his church. We would have
to fight against the prayers and the glory of Jesus Christ
himselfto bring deliberate strife or disunity into our rela-
tionships with others. How can we bring about unity?’

9. Ask men to stand in a circle with arms around one anoth-
er’s shoulders or waists. Call on three men to pray. Ask one
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man to pray to remove anything that divides us from
God’s purpose. Ask another man to thank God for the
unity his Spirit brings. Ask the third man to pray asthey go
outas men appointed to bear spiritual fruit.

CHAPTER 4
THE GODLY MAN’S RESPONSE TO GoD

L. As each man arrives, ask: “Whom did God use most in
bringing you to salvation? Who shared the gospel mes-
sage with you?”

2. Begin on time. Ask several men to share their answers to
the questions you asked as they arrived. Keep the sharing
moving, and don't allow one man to dominate the time.

3. Say,“Those who will, pray sentence prayers, thanking God
specifically for those people who shared the gospel with
you.”

4. Ask: “Do you take personal responsibility for your rela-
tionship with God, or do you depend on others, such as
your pastor, wife, Bible study leader, or Sunday school
teacher, to cause you to grow? What does it mean to take
personal responsibility for your own spiritual growth?”

5. Say: “The man God uses is always first encountered by
God. If God chooses to make his presence known, it is
incredibly important that you recognize thatit's God and
recognize what he’s saying to you. What kinds of things
have you heard of God saying to men, cither in the Bible,
Or in your experiences?”

6. Assign each man in the group one or more of the follow-
ing Scriptures. Say, “Listen as each passage is read to see the
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different facets and benefits that fearing God brings.” Read
the verses one after another with no comment.

Psalm 154 Psalm 111:5, 10
Psalm 25:14 Psalm 112:1
Psalm 31:19 Psalm 119:74
Psalm 33:18 Psalm 145:19
Psalm 347 Psalm 147:11
Psalm 85:9 Proverbs 8:13
Psalm 103:11 Proverbs 10:27

7 Say, “Fear is only one way a godly man responds to God.
What other ways does a godly man respond to God?”’
(Submits to God; totally obeysin faith; is accountable; has
joy; humility; is an encouragement to others.) Briefly dis-
cuss these and other responses men identify.

8. Say:“Your relationshipwith Godaffectsall your other rela-
tionships. In what ways is your obedience to Christ affect-
ing your marriage? your children? your workplace? your
community?” Allow sufficient time to discuss each area.

9. Formgroupsofthreeandinvite each manin eachgroupto
pray for one another’s obedience in all areas oflife.

CHAPTER 5
MADE FOR TIMES OF CRISIS

1. Before the group session, enlist one or two men to be pre-
pared to thank God for demonstrating his power during a
crisis time that happened in the church or in his personal

life.
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2.

As the group arrives, distribute items that are useful in an
emergency such as flashlight batteries; coins for pay
phones; aspirin; emergency phone numbers for police,
fire,ambulance, poison-control, etc.

Begin on time. Say: “It is natural to experience crises in our
lives. I fact, some ordinary events turn into crises when
we realize we don’t have something we need such as fresh
batteries or a phone number. The more ready we can be
when a crisis comes, the more likely we are able to
respond and limit the negative effects. The man God uses
is made for times of crisis because God has prepared him
in advance”

Call on the men you enlisted in advance to thank God for
demonstrating his power during a crisis time that was
experienced by the church family or in their personal
lives.

Read John 17:3: “Now this is eternal life: that they may
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
you have sent.”

Ask the men to discuss the passage. Say, “If only eternal
things last, and God’s Word tells us that the key to eternal

. life is knowing God through his Son Jesus, whom he sent

to us, how could we apply that standard ofimportance to
everything we do?” Consider the implications for family,
work, worship, prayer, and your church’s priorities.

Ask, “Whateffect does it have on believers to discover that
God wants to prepare them so he can work through them
in times of crisis?”
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Ask, “What is the eternal significance of the way we allow
God to work through us in times of crisis?” Consider the
impact of our obedience on the spiritual legacy we leave
our families, congregation, and community.

Review chapter 5's key points by reminding the group
that a crisis of belief equals a moment of decision; a crisis is
an opportunity; and a church is a family created to actin
times of crisis. Ask, “How does a crisis of belief represent a
moment of decision about whether we will trust and obey
God in a particular situation?”

Share this list about how God used men in times of crisis
and the result of their obedience to God.

MEN RESULTS
Noah (Gen. 6-9) Preserved God's people
Abraham (Gen. 12) Began God's people
Moses (Exod. 2—12) Delivered God's people
David (1 Sam. 16—24) Gave God’s peoplea
king

Jeremiah (Jer. 1:5) Warned God's people
The Disciples (Acts 2:42—47)  Began God's church
Paul (Rom. 11:13) Reached the Gentiles

Divide the men into three smaller groups. Instruct each
group to select one of the Scripture examples from the
matching exercise. Make sure no two groups select the
same example. Instruct the subgroups to explore and
summarize for the entire group how God used the exam-
ple they selected in times of crisis and the result of being
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obedient to God. Say, “Hearing about and retelling God’s
mighty acts both affirm and equip us for times of crisis.”

10. Read John 14:2—3: “In my Father’s house are many
rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going
there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me
that you also may be where [am."”

Ask, “Inwhat way does the certainty of Christ’s return cre-
ate a crisis to which we must respond?”

11. Ask group members to gather in pairs to pray for one
another. Before praying, invite them to share with their
prayer partner any crisis they are facing, Encourage each
man to respond with Scripture used in chapter 35 as a way
to encourage and affirm one another.

(CHAPTER 6
BEING A KINGDOM CITIZEN

1. Begin on time. Read Isaiah 55.8—9.

“‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,”
declares the LORD.

‘As the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts”

Ask, “How can we know God's thoughts and ways?”’



_ Invite the men to bow their heads while you read
Hebrews 11:32—38 from your Bible. Ask them to medi-
tate on this passage and silently pray that they will live
obediently to whatever God requires of them.
Say: “We know that God's ways differ from the world's
ways. Man is always aware of time and his desires. God is
not bound by time, and his greatest desire is to draw all
people to himself When God involves us in his purposes,
he may reveal himself to others by our witness, both
through the abundance that comes from him and by the
sufferings he strengthens us to bear. In every situation, our
response to God is a witness to the world that God loves
them. By our love and trust, regardless of circumstance, we
show that God is worthy of their love and trust”
Remind the men of the Hebrews passage you read during
the prayer time. Ask them to discuss examples of witness-
es that have shaped their lives or have resulted in others’
coming to God through Christ.
Say: “The world we live in tells us to have pride, but the
Bible tells us to be humble. The world says to be profes-
sional, while the Bible says to be a servant. The world says
not to proceed unless you are certain of the means, but
God says that if we are obeying him we can trust him to
supply our needs. How can we function as kingdom citi-
zensin today’s world?”
. Say:“Like disobedience, obedience also hasa price. As peo-
ple who belong to the kingdom, we can better understand
why Jesus, our Savior and example, would allow himself
to be taken, tortured, and crucified to pay for our sins.”
Discuss the price of obedience.
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6. Review the key concepts from chapter 6. As you read the
following statements, invite members to share insights or
questions they have.

The world’s ways are not God’s ways.
Being a kingdorn citizen means functioning according
to kingdom ways.

» Truth s only fully understood through the person of
Jesus Christ.

» Faithaccesses the power of God in any situation.

» Wherever God'’s people are, all that is available from
God is also present, includi ng his wisdom, power,
grace, and patience.

7 Read John 14:6 to the group: “Iam the way and the truth

and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me.”
Ask them to repeat the verse in unison. Say: “This verse
from God's Word tells us that Jesus is the way, the truth,
and the life. It also tells us that the way we come to the
Father is through Jesus. The next verse, John 1 4;7tells us
that if we really know Jesus, we know God the Father as
well”

8. Read John 14:7:“Ifyou really knew me, you would know
my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and
have seen him."”

Ask, “From knowing Jesus, what do you know now about
God?” Create a list, or have someone write down the
men'sresponses. When the discussion ends, read the list as
asummary of the group’s experience with God.
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9. Ask the group to bow their heads and listen as you read
Isaiah 53:1 1—12 from your Bible. Ask the group to reflect
on God's perspective as he provided forgiveness for our
sins through the obedience of his Son. After several
moments of silence, pray aloud that God would make
these verses a part of each man’s life and that each man
would live this truth.

CHAPTER 7
ON MissioN WITH GoD INQUR WORLD

1. Give each man a piece of paper and a pencil as he arrives
and ask him to list five places he has been or activities he
has been involved in during the last twenty-four hours.

2. Beginontime. Ask the mentolist other places or activities
if they want so that nothing is left out. The group will be
praying over these lists. Collect the ists.

3. Place the lists in the center of the group. Say, “These lists
represent opportunities, mission points, and places where
God could and does desire to use you.” Begin the prayer by
praying aloud for opportunities and the group’s willing-
ness to respond. Close with a time of silent prayer.

4. Say:“Taithfulness can seem incredibly difficult. Part of the
reason is that we are to stay faithful to God at all times. The
hardest part is probably not resisting temptation, unlessit
is the temptation to be impatient.'Long obedience’ seemns
especially hard in a sped-up, modern world. Yet years
seemed long in ancient times as well”

5. Read Joshua 14:9—10 from your Bible. Say: “When we

don’t see results as quickly as we expect, it does not mean
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the mission is over or has failed. It means that God is not
bound by time, yet his timing is perfect, and in time, he
will accomplish his purpose.”

Say: “God is on mission, and he has invited us to join him.
How are you currently on mission in your family, in your
workplace, orin your other relationships? How could you
join God more actively on his mission?”

Say:“The Bible tells us to seek God’skingdom first in all we
do (Matt. 6:33). The time to do that is not limited to the
beginning of a mission, as we try to understand and com-
ply with God's plans, but also as difficulties arise.” Ask the
group how they could go about seeking God'’s kingdom
when they encounter the following:

» When other believers drop out of being on mission
» When we realize we have been distracted or
compromised

When enemies arise

When doubts and fears arise

When circumstance increases difficulty

When we become overworked and tired

When a compromise is offered

When we have failed at our attempts

When we are not recognized or appreciated

v Vv VvV vv wvw

Say:“All God's resources are available to us as we serve his
purpose. Not the least of these are the believers he has sur-
rounded us with in our churches and the gifts he has pro-
vided for the church through them.” Ask one of the men
to read Colossians 1:18, 2122 to the group. Ask: “What
did it cost Christ to create his church? Who is the head of
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the church? four duty and service is focused on following.
the head (Christ), can we fail as long as we continue,
regardless of the circumstances we encounter?”’
Summuarize the discussion by reading Ephesians 5:25—27
from your Bible as a description of how much Christ loves
us and wants us to join together to serve him. Ask, “If peo-
ple usually live up to expectations, how could our congre-
gation’s taking Christ’s view of us as holy and blameless
affect actions and activities as we work and worship
together?“

10. Ask the men to name people God used to make himself

11

real in their lives and influence their relationship with
God. Ask the men to consider the legacy they are leaving
those who come after them.

Make the closing prayer time a time of commissioning. If
the groupis six men or fewer, ask one man to kneel and the
group to lay hands on him as another group member
voices a prayer of commissioning for him. Repeat the
process with each man. Ifthe group is larger, join hands or
place armsaround shouldersin acircle assentence prayers
of commissioning are offered on behalf ofthe group by the
menin the group. A group member should close the time
by thanking God for each of the men present and by ask-
ing a special portion of yieldedness to God for each man.



