Titus
Overview

Paul's 3 pastoral letter...written about the same time agothy...when Paul is in
Rome, in prison, awaiting his hearing before Néefore 2 Timothy)
This was Paul’s last communication with Titus

Like the first letter to Timothy, this letter wasrd to a young pastor on a difficult
assignment — in this case, bringing order to theates on Crete

Titus was
* atravelling companion of Paul's
« letter carrier of the™ letter to Corinthians
» dispatched by Paul to Corinth to collect an offgriar the church in
Jerusalem
» pastoring the churches on Crete...a very tough place...
* atough guy for a tough job in a tough place

Paul writes of
* Order in the Church...the establishment of Churcbdeship
* Sound doctrine
* Orderly relationships within the church
* Living the faith

Dominant Thought
* God our Savior (3 times)
* The Lord Jesus Christ our Savior (also 3 times)
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Titus
Chapter 1

vl servant of God:
aslave by choice, not by compulsion
a servant could be paid, a slave had no rightproperty, no will
Paul calls himself a slave willing to surrendiét@serve Jesus out of love

| was a slave of sin and worldly pleasure...a slav@atan...but | was
supernaturally transformed into a slave of Godircpased by the
blood of Jesus Christ

| have learned that “servant of God” is the ditlg worth having!
life does not get any better than being a sé¢rwaGod...
now or later!
It is an honor and a privilege to be countedddis/ant!

apostle of Jesus Christ:
the Lord sent God'’s servants, humble messengetts His message

faith of God'’s elect:
the doctrine of election (remember the Drumstegkaream cone...)

acknowledging of the truth which is after godlises
acknowledging...that which is confessed/spoken

godliness. that which is done

only God'’s truth...spoken and lived...can bring ma iGodly living
only God’s Truth can change a slave of Satanargtave of God
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v2 in hope of eternal life:
the ONLY hope for eternal life lies in a persoredationship with
Jesus Christ...a hope based upampi() the righteousness of
God the Son
...given by God by grace thru faith

God, that cannot lie, promised:
there are some things God cannot do
* be surprised
* make a mistake
change His mind (“repent”)
lie...break a promise
Num 23:19
God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son
of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and
shall he not do i#? or hath he spoken, and shall he
not make it good?

Heb 6:18
That by two immutable things, in which it was
impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong
consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold
upon the hope set before us:

John 8:32, 36 is not a lie!
John 11:25-26 is not a lie!
1 Cor 15:54b-55 is not a lie!
2 Tim 3:12 is not a lie!
Gal 6:7-8 is not a lie!
2 Tim 3:16 is true!

There is no darkness in the Light of the world
God said, it, so it is true.
Therefore, the hope is a certainty

Whenwas this promised?
Before God created the universe (Eph 1:4)

Why ther?
Because the all-knowing God Who exists outsidepate and time

knew the choice Adam would make in the perfect
environment of the Garden of Eden

How longis this promise good?
Long after this universe ceases to exist
God is eternal...His promises are eternal
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v3 in due times:
in the fullness of time...at the appointed time... &t prerfect time
God is perfect...His timing is always perfect!

manifested his word thru preaching:
made His word apparent...declared His Word thru nmggss sent to
teach His words

Jer 1:4-p

for Paul, His Word: the Gospel of Jesus Christ.Jew & Gentile
Rom 16:25-26

Col 1:23-2

thru preaching] Rom 10:11415

committed unto me:
God has invested and entrusted His Word to us! yAteobedient?
Ps 138:2
| will worship toward thy holy temple, and praisg/ thame
for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thbast
magnified thy word above all thy name.

God our Savior:
no power less than God Almighty is required to sasérom eternal death
i.e. being dead in our sins
the Messiah is God...the promised Seed of the wam&@uod Himself!
| cannot save myself nor can any other man save omey.God

can save me| (Phil 2:5411)

v4 Titus, mine own son after the common faith:
believers in the shared faith in Jesus Christ...amalf

grace, mercy, and peace:
pastors need mercy! Be merciful to me, folks!

Lord Jesus Christ our Savior:
linked to v2a and v3, the Lord Jesus Christ is @Gldighty

Jesus Christ is LORBnd Savior

The Word of God plainly declares Who Jesus Clgis
Do you believe?

Matt 16:15

John 6:29
Is He the Lord of you life?

If He is not Lord of all...then He is not Lord ait
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1% order of business...God'’s Order in the Church...
 Elders
e False Teachers

V5 Crete:
Barnabas and Mark established many churches orstaat

set in order:
1 Cor 14:33

For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all
churches of the saints.

1 Cor 14:40
Let all things be done decently and in order.

“to straighten”
requires order...is impossible in chaos...
God sets in order His Church...the kingdom of Godasa
democracy

the root word is “orthos”, from which we get “ortthantist”
our crooked teeth need order
the teeth don’t vote, the head decides to haverondthe
mouth

ordain elders:
the elders are the braces put on the teeth by Tthedbntist

God's order is not restrictive, it is for our héadtnd well-being...
that we might prosper instead of flounder
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v6-9 qualifications of an elder/overseer
(cross reference to 1 Tim 3, written about the same...we can see
“where Paul's head was” while in prison...passinglibton)

1. blameless...blameless as the steward of God:
only the born-again are blameless!
An elder is a man
of good reputation...
with no proven charges against
(there will be false accusations...)
and a responsible investor of the things of God...
personally and corporately

2. husband of one wife:
faithful to God’s order (Gen 2:24)

3. faithful children not accused of riot or unruly:
Does this mean only Ozzie Nelson can be an elder?

No, for it is not in the power of men to make thahildren such.
Salvation and sanctification are personal matters...
every individual 1:1 with the Lord

Therefore, it means that their children should fmight up in the
faith, in the sound doctrine of God’s Word, andha
nurture and admonition of the Lord...i.e. the eldas h
God’s order in his home

What happens when the child of a church leadelseive
backslides?

Whose business is it — the child’s family or theircin’s?

Where is the unruliness? In the child’s heart.

Where is the “point of attack™? The child’s family

That is where God has given the authority over ¢hdtl, therefore
where the accountability before God lies.

So that is where the matter belongs, that’s thelfpoint of all
counseling to the child.

Pastor’s kids and leaders kids are NOT fair gaméhi® entire
church any more than are other kids.

What is the role of the church?
Prayer, love, support

4. not self-willed:
a slave of God is not self-willed
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5. not soon angry:
not having a short fuse, constantly on the verdgaaiing up
but meek, gentle, kind...bearing fruit of the Spirit

6. not given to wine:
his thoughts are not clouded and his judgments@treorrupted
by alcohol
only a fool arms his enemy...an elder/overseer igmbe a fool

7. no striker:
does not abuse the authority given him

8. not given to filthy lucre:
not money motivated, not looking a the ministry as
“good for business” (Matt 6:24)

9. alover of hospitality:
has an open home...and heart and hands

10.a lover of good men:
seeks the fellowship of single-minded, like-mindetievers

11.sober:
serious about the business of the church

12.just:
not a respecter of persons...does not play favorites
not a “Yes-man” to the pastor

13.holy:
Spirit-filled and Spirit-led...set apart...
God’s man, not man’s man...selected and raised sprige by
God, not by the pastor or by the flock

14.temperate:
moderate...not excessive or impulsive...even-keeled

15. holding fast the faithful word:
a workman (2 Tim 2:15)

16.able to teach God’s Absolute Truth to encouragetaach those that
contradict and oppose God’s Word (1 Peter 3:15)...

Note: the faithful word...because God cannot lie
The Word of God never deceives us
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an elder in the Church, an instrument of God’s pmd¢he Body of Christ, is to
be a man
» supernaturally transformed by God...
» after God’s heatrt...
* is a humble servant...
» of personal integrity...
» of the Word...
o of prayer...
* with a fruitful life

Why does the Church need elders? Why is God'sr angjgortant?

v10-11 For there are many:
To guard sound doctrine...to protect God'’s flockrirthe unending attack
of the enemy on God’'s Word

the Church has many teachers who are:

unruly, insubordinate, rebels against God’s order
worthless talkers...talk the talk but do not walk ek
deceivers...smooth, sweet-sounding

subverters of the faith...one family at a time

money hungry...in the world, it's all about the money

arwnE

Whose mouths must be stopped:

Because the false teacher sows division...in famdie$in the Church...
thru half-truths for the purpose of gathering powaed influence
over others

money is power...but so is “love with an agenda”

the enemy’s attacks on the Word are sooo subtlesamdnvincing!
* Create doubt...”Did God say that? That is not folaip..”

* The “tree view” of false doctrine vs the “forest¢w” of
sound doctrine

One word/phrase/verse vs the entire counsel df Go
e.g. Eph5:22

Taking a truth and making it The Truth...makes a lie

Elders/overseers are raised up by God to “statigeigap” for the church

Pastor Doug Warwick 8
Calvary Chapel Ahwatukee



v12-13a One of themselves...is true:

v13b-14

v15

pure...

a spokesman for the false teachers gave this sedfsament...interesting
how the enemy is given over to occasional outbwfspaire truth

Matt 27:1-5
Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he savih¢éhaas
condemned, repented himself, and brought agaithtttg pieces
of silver to the chief priests and elders, Saylritgve sinned in
that | have betrayed the innocdrbod.

John 11:50
Caiaphas, being the high priest that same yeaf,usd0 them, Ye
know nothing at all, Nor consider that it is exgadifor us that
one man should die for the people, and that thdevmation
perish not.

Every tongue will confess...

The Cretians are liars...but God cannot lie
“Titus, who are you going to trust and follow?”

rebuke them sharply:

religion and the traditions of men turn people advayn the Truth...
and must be rebuked sharply

what is the purpose of a sharp rebuke?
* To strike back and cause as much pain as theydause
* To win the argument?
* To drive them away and be done with them?

* To correct and to draw them closer to the Lordhsy will
repent in order to be restored?

The key is the motive of the heart...the burden ofl G2 Peter 3:9)
The Sword of the Spirit...is profitable for doctrimreproof, correction,
and instruction...with meekness and love

defiled:
purity is an issue of the heart (who we are)
impurity corrupts

* the mind (how we think)

» conscience (God’s imbedded governor of what we do)

purity is binary...possible only by God our Savidfho cannot lie
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v1l6  profess...but in works they deny:

the impure of heart, mind, and conscience camleasay
* Praise the Lord!
» Hallelujah!
* | am walking with God.
* God told me...
* Don't judge me...
* Give me grace

while they are self-willed and self-centered...séahteously kicking
against God’s order

their actions speak louder...and are remembered tanidpan their words
“Your life is speaking so loud that | cannot heavad you are
saying.”

pride is that which defiles...spiritual pride is
* the ugliest of all...
* the hardest to crack...
* the most damaging...

when a person has a legal relationship with Gdaerahan a loving
relationship...their life is King Saul-like

* adenial that Jesus Christis LORD of ALL
» disobedience while being deceived into thinking/taee

obedient...
» counterfeit wallowing in worthless thinking...not Ivieay fruit
of the Spirit
Pastor Doug Warwick 10
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Titus
Chapter 2

The thought started in Ch 1:10 continues...

vl But speak...sound doctrine:
as a contrast to the false teachers in it fontbaey, power, prestige, and
influence...Titus will simply teach the Word of God

No
* Demographic surveys
* Family income studies
» Savvy marketing plans
» Scripted performances

sound doctrine...a dominant theme of Paul's pastet@rs...not
* Entertaining the goats...just feeding the sheep titiece
counsel of God

* Trying to make Christianity “cool” to unbelievers.e¢ause
Christianity is NOT cool...it is counter-culture!
Jesus did not come with peace...but with a sivord
Matt 10:34

* Trying to “be relevant” by blending in the thinkimd the
world...for nothing is more relevant that the entoeinsel
of God...there is nothing those in the world needartban
the Word of God

* purpose-driven...but Spirit-led

The purpose of the Church is not to convert tbddvo Christianity but
to equip..perfect...the saints, for the work of the ministiy; fthe
edifying of the body of Christ...

Eph 4:11-12

which is accomplished thru the study of the Wordofi

2 Tim 3:16-17

the foundation upon which Paul built was Jesussthrihe Word of God.
Therefore...
Paul’'s handoff to Timothy and Titus — the WordGxd

Joshua 1:149
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To follow God, Israel’s sufficiency (Moses) htaddie

Having delivered His people from bondage, Godigacement for
Moses to lead His people into their inheritance nats
Joshua...it was His Word

...S0 His people would also know His heart

He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the
children of Israel. (Ps 103:7)

The Gentiles followed Paul out of the bondageimfsow must follow the
Word of God to enter into God'’s blessing
» taking the inheritance...one step at a time (v3)
* Notturning to (v7)
the left (liberalism...conforming the Word to cukejir
the right (legalism...missing the grace of God)
* Led by the Word of God...living the Word of God (v8)

The philosophy of ministry at Calvary Chapele tholy Spirit working
thru the Word of God to change the lives of Godspe

A unique “balance of power”...a proper mix of digtd exercise...seen
throughout the Book of Acts
|Acts 4:1-4, 5-8a, 12-13, 18-20, 31-33

A fellowship not

* built upon sound doctrine of the Word of God isltoin
sand...which does not hold up under the relentless,
crashing storm

Although under constant attack, the Word of Gadnot be
* Constrained (Acts 5:19-20) Peter’s jailbreak
* Withstood (Acts 6:9-10, Is 55:10-11)

* empowered by the Holy Spirit will burn out trying do a
spiritual work by the strength of the flesh

The Word of God is our guide — thoughts, wordsioast relationships
The power to obey the Word of God is the Holy Bpir
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v2-6 sound doctrine...healthy teaching...regardingsaled responsibilities

1. old men (v2) areto be
» sober...vigilant, circumspect
e grave...having the fear of God
» temperate...moderate vs excessive
e strong in the faith...grounded in the Word
» strong in love...motivated by the love of Christ
* strong in patience...even-keeled with people andimstances

» demonstrating fruit of the Spirit...
unlike the German air raid siren husband

how “ugly” is a crotchety old man...
how appealing is an old saint!

2. old (mature) women (v3) are to be

* holy behavior...separate...having the fear of God...
our culture prizes beauty...and equates youth witutye
but...a holy woman possesses real beauty!
And a young unbelieving supermodel cannot holdraliea

to her!

» not false accusers...not mouthpieces of the Slanderer

» sober...not corrupted by alcohol...or drugs

» teachers of godly behavior...by word and deed...
of young women (less mature, perhaps a middle-aged
New Believer)

Maturity comes with doing

obeying
walking
Not just by knowing
James 1:22
Pastor Doug Warwick 13
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3. young women (v4-5) are to be (so God is notgdilamed)
» sober...of a sound mind...receiving instruction in Godord
and applying it in their lives
love their husbands...to be affectionate toward...te éar
what to do/not do vs how to feel
* love their children...nurture, admonish, disciplinerrect...
provide a loving environment in which to grow

the order is important...a woman’s ministry
1% her husband
2"% her children

» discreet...modest in appearance and in speech...cpmbrar
women of the world

» chaste...pure, faithful, a one-man woman

* homemakers...making a house a home, caring for threeho
caring for the family in the home

no work is more important for every mother!
no added luxury or income comforts when the home is
ruin because the home has been neglected

e good...not to nag, whine, or manipulate...like womemhef
world

* obedient to their husbands...following his lead, sittomg to
God’s order (1 Cor 11:3)

If not a believer, follow the Bridegroom...meekly and
Gently for your husband to see

4. young men (v6) are to be
» sober...having a sound mind, being in their rightanin
because young men are :

* hormonal...have a warped perspective of women
David’s son Amnon with sister Tamar

laced with pride/male ego
Solomon’s son Rehoboam and dad'’s advisors

careless because they cannot see beyond the end of
their nose
Esau and his birthright

must learn to walk by faith and not by sight

must learn to walk in the Spirit to not fulfill thests of
the flesh
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Underlying truths for all relationships in therfdy of God
* men are to counsel men and women are to counseéwom
» all are to be doers of the Word, not hearers only
» all are to be sober...self-controlled...Just Say NdHtoflesh)
» all to demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit (Ga2®:23)
* sin by believers give unbelievers cause to blasgh@od

v7-8 shewing thyself a pattern:
notice the personal pronouns “thyself” and “you”
a transition from young men to Titus...Titus was arygp man

exhortation to Pastor Titus
» teach sound doctrine (v1)...and
» live sound doctrine...be an example

| am to lead you by the Word and by example
* How | speak
* What Il do
* How | behave in public...and at home

As one living in a glass house, my lifestyle dddue characterized by

* Integrity
* Honesty
e Fear of the Lord
* Purity
« Grace
e Truth
Because

» the lost and dying world is watching (e.g. thedgdia family)
» the flock of God is following
* the enemy is prowling

Having no evil to say of you:
That way, enemies...of which there are plenty...wilMathout ammo
and toothless...left with only false accusations
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v9-10 Exhort servants to be obedient:
in context of Ch 1:1, applies to servants of God how we relate to Him

also applies to “employees”

remember Col 3:23-24...Who is your Boss?
* obedient...not giving back talk or arguments
* aman of integrity...not a thief, stealing office plips/tools
» faithful and trustworthy
» amodel employee
* low-maintenance

v11l-12 For:
the reason for v2-10 is...the grace of God

the grace of God...teaching...denying:
Ch 1:2 is all about the grace of God

we are saved by grace alone (Eph 2:8-9)...but naamygnorant of the
grace of God...thinking

» saved by works...stay saved by works
2 Cor 1:10
Jesus delivered us from death, is delivering, ealiver

» saved by grace...stay saved by works
Rom 7:14-24
Live a frustrated, defeated Christian life

» saved by grace, stay saved by grace...so have adi¢ersin
Rom 6:1-2
Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?
God forbid!

Grace teaches us to

* deny our flesh, not to indulge it

* and follow Jesus

* live single-minded, clear-minded, right-minded
Rom 12:1-2
James 1:8

* please God...living orderly within the safe boundsaué His
Word

* live a Spirit-filled and Spirit-led life.and
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v13 looking for the blessed hope:
e ...to live expectantly!
Looking: to watch expectantly

Because He promised to come back for us!

John 14:3 If I go | and prepare a place for you,
| will come again and receive you
unto myself that where | am you may
be also

and Who is Jesus?
THE great God and our Savior

Ch1:2
(v12) this_presenworld...because there is another one to come!

Contrary to the view of some in the Church, thesbéd hope of the
Church is NOT the Great Tribulation!

the blessed hope of Jesus coming for us that webmavith Him gives us
the strength and comfort we need to endure
» the death of a loved one
» disease, pain, suffering
» crippling accidents
» financial ruin
» persecution by the world

Paul said| 2 Cor 4:6-18

with v13 in mind...we
* have a sense of urgency to share the Gospel
» keep material things in proper perspective
* make better decisions
* live more holy and more pure...do you want to be gtawp”
while doing what the flesh wants to do?
It could happen at any moment so...
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vl4  Who gave Himself...redeem us...purify unto Himself:
Jesus’ role in my eternity
» gave Himself...His death and His life
» paid the required price in the slave market...Hiobdlo
* To break the power of sin and death over my life...
* Wash away the impurities in my heart and mind...
* To re-create me into a living spiritual being uktionself

keywords:
e gave
what Jesus did cannot be earned...they are gitod
Phil 2:5-11  set aside His glory
took on the form of a servant...our
likeness
humbled himself
was obedient unto death

» for us - “instead of us”
He gave Himself the wrath of God...instead of us

» peculiar = “being beyond unusual, purchased, oowis’
1 Cor 6:19-20 we are not our own, bought wifiriae
Matt 13:45-46 by the Merchant Man Who sold gthleng
1 Peter 229  to show forth praises to Him

Meditate on what Jesus Christ did...He purchasddl Mis own blood
» The forgiveness of God
» Eternal life

Even though He needed neither...but we desperataly di

My role in my eternity:
» Surrender
e Submit
» Sell-out...live zealously for Him who died for me

As we surrender and submit and live zealouslyg Odérd is
» Purifying us...by fire, trials, affliction...
» Refining us
* Transforming us into His image (Phil 1:6)
* Renewing us day-by-day
* Equipping us
* Using us (Phil 2:13)
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vl5 These things speak:

v2-10 Godly relationships
v11-12 the grace of God
v13-14 the blessed hope

encourage and rebuke with all authority:
with God’s Word
2 Tim 3:16-17
Ch1:2

Let no man despise you:
Titus was a young man...no matter
he had God'’s calling upon his life

speak God’s Absolute Truth with confidence andibeks
» don’t be swayed by the critics, be Spirit-led
* don’t be Purpose-Driven to befriend the world,
» be Christ-driven to be salt and light in the world
2 Cor5:14

[ if need the power of the Holy Spirit to obey Werd of God...
v2-6
v7-8
v9-10

come forward and let’s pray |

Pastor Doug Warwick
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Titus
Chapter 3

Thus far, Paul has exhorted Titus regarding
* Sound doctrine
* Order in the Church
o ‘“Liveit’

the exhortation to “Live it” is extended to allw$ in Ch 3

v1-2 put them in mind:
remind God'’s flock...to DQhese things...

1. submit to rulers and authorities and
2. obey government officials
we are all under the authority of a government...but
Who rules?

Rom 13:1—‘{5

1 Peter 2:13-17...be orderly

God rules!

The Bible does not teach civil disobedience...

The Bible teaches obedience to governments, whether
agree or not...and to resist the government is to
resist God

Q: what if the government is perverted...e.g. @ana
legalizing same-sex marriages? USA and abortion?
A: yes...
A nation has the leaders God in His Sovereignty has
put there...including evil men sometimes
God allows evil men to reign to bring consequences
that will cause the people to turn their hearts
back to Him...
God judges nations also (Matt 25)

BUT if the government requires that which the
Word prohibits, the Christian citizen...who
has a dual citizenship (Phil 3:20)s.to
obey God
* Paul is in a Roman prison when he wrote
this because he is insubordination to
a government that demanded the
denial of Jesus Christ

* Acts4
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3. be prepared to do what Jesus would do
* be on guard, watching, alert and prepared...
for whatever God wants to do thru you...
this moment!
* Means being “interruptible” and available...
* Means being sensitive to God’s small still voicex24
* Means being a “NonStop” follower of Jesus

4. Speak evil of no man
slander/vilify no one
» if you have nothing kind to say, say nothing...
» if you would not say it to their face, do not sapehind
their back
* Do not be “devil-tongued”...give the Holy Spirit
control of the most destructive muscle in your body

Matt 12:35-3
Matt 5:21-2
5. No brawlers

be peaceful

Rom 12:8 If it be possible, as much_as lies in, yive
peaceably with all men

6. be gentle
mild, moderate, patient...considerate

7. Meekness

be humble

Ps 37:11 the meek shall inherit the earth and shall
delight themselves in the abundance
of peace

Matt 5:5 blessed are the meek for they shall inheri
the earth

Keyword is repeated: ALL meekness...to ALL men
Who can do that apart from the Holy Spirit?

Models:

* Moses (Num 12:3)
The man Moses was very meek, above all
men which were upon the face of the earth

e Jesus (Matt 11:29-30)
Take my yoke upon you and learn of me for
| am meek and lowly in heart and you shall
find rest for your souls
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v3 For we ourselves also were:
v1-2 is how we are to behave AFTER being bomirag.
because we did these things BEFORE...when dead isitou.
and still are sometimes DURING our transformation

this was my “resume BC”:
completely evil...self-centered...miserable...insane
this also characterizes a backslider walking enftash vs in the Spirit

1.

sometimes:

foolish:
“unwise, unintelligent, sensual”

disobedient:
to parents, to civil authority, to the Lord

deceived:
by Satan...by sight...by self-centeredness

serving divers lusts and pleasures:
enslaved by passions...in bondage to sin, a serv&dtan
serving a forbiddeifonging...because it is destructive
no different than Israel serving Baal, Chemosh,édb|
Ashteroth, etc

living in malice:
“depraved”

envy:
“jealousy”

hateful and hating:
“love less”

not “always”...just sometimes

the world says “on average, | am a good personabv@ll let me into
heaven.”
Problem is, God does not grade on the curve.
He does not work with averages...but with an absolut
His standard is an absolute measurement: penfectiesus
Therefore, “sometimes” offers no comfort to workgated man
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v4 But:
But God...
PTL God personally intervened in my life...and igt&il to
complete the good work He has begun in me!

1 Cor 6:9-1

Eph 2:1-

Rom 5:8 But God commended His love toward usat t
while we were yet sinners Christ died for us

Jesus is the manifestation of God’s kindness,, lamd mercy toward men
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us andelelty His
Glory (John 1:14)
We have seen...we have heard...we have handled...the
Word of Life (1 John 1:1)
He came to seek and to save the lost

the point of conversion from

* lost to found
* death to life

o filthy to clean
e profane to holy
e dishonor to glory

is the point of “But God”...the Cross
The Cross is
1. the ultimate profession of God’s love

2. the place of
* man’s brokenness...and...God’s personal touch
* healing...where man loses his life that he would gain
his life
» eternal change...for helpless man by a loving God
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v5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done
Is 64:6
So PTL! Itis by God’s mercy...and not His justicthat we are saved

washing:
a bath...filled with “holy water” and “righteous sdap cleanse me of my
sin...scrubbed cleaner than | ever was by my mother hild...
ears and scalp!
| took my first bath when | was 34 years old...P + U

Regeneration:
rebirth, restoration (“to fill with new life”)

2 Cor5:17 ifany man by in Christ, he is a newatuee; old things are
passed away; behold all things are become new

Renewing:
renovation
* to make something as if it were new...
* Jjustification...
* just-as-if-it-never-happened...
* justas if Gen 3 never happened...
* just as if v3 never happened!

such power to renovate is not possessed by a

» deceived

e blind

» foolish

» disobedient
o filthy

* hateful

servant of sin...such power resides only with they labd

regeneration and renewing...God initiates, man nedpo.always
God acts, man reacts...always

Not only did God renew me when | was born agdmjs renewing me
day by day...changing me still (Phil 1:6) !
It is amazing and glorious to “get out of the Wagd watch!
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v6-7 Jesus Christ our Savior:
in v4-7 we see nothing but God working on our bkhal
1. God the Father is our Savior
2. God the Son is our Savior
3. God the Holy Spirit restores and renovates us

Note: simple algebra lesson #3

justified by His grace
by His mercy (v5) we are saved...from eternathiéacause our sins are
forgiven
Ps 32:1-2 Blessed is the man whose transgressforgisen,
whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto
whom the Lord imputes not iniquity and in whose
spirit there is no guile.

And by His grace are we saved thru faith and hleabf ourselves, it is the
gift of God; not of works lest any man should boast

our criminal record is wiped clean!

* The past (v3] Ps 103:8112) does not even exist!

* we are given new life...old things are past awayahthings are
become new...

* we are renovated “back to original mint condition”...
» the fellowship that was broken by our sin (Is 59)1is healed...

* and the Father adopts us and makes us heirs avd#kh
Rom 8:14-17

* the “good behavior is rewarded and bad behavipursshed”
concept is not God the Father’'s way with His clakdr
(Job understood grace!)

Monumental truth: the renewing and the renovalipiiod is because of
His grace, not our performance

hope of eternal life:
Heirs get an inheritance...

The meek follow the meek
Out of bondage (Baptism of water...Red Sea...letMbges)
Into the inheritance (Baptism of the Holy Spirdordan River...
led by “Jesus”)
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v8 This is a faithful saying:
“This cannot be disputed...”
Paul says this because
*  We doubt
*  We forget

put the people in continual reminder to
* dovil-2
* torememberv3
* meditate on by v4-7, Ch 2:11-14...

...S0 that they will
* be humble
» live Spirit-filled, Spirit-led lives...
» live holy and fruitful lives before God and man...
» live contented, peaceful, joyful lives in the ceraé€God’s will

we must be reminded because we forget...

* our behavior DURING the work of transformation ashéd of
God...sinks and stinks...unless these things are atirm
constantly

summer comes along...and people “go on vacation”. .lesel
their zealousness for the One Who neither sleeps no
slumbers, let alone go on vacation

God initiates, we respond
The motive of God initiation and our response lisve

The more we realize
e Our depravity
 What Jesus has done on our behalf

The greater is our response...and the less wggserwith the
flesh

As we John 3:30
2 Peter 3:18 we realize more

respond more
love Him more
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v9 But avoid:
on the flip side of
» live Spirit-filled, Spirit-led lives...
» live holy and fruitful before God and man...
* live a contented, peaceful, joyful life in the cemof God’s will
these things are carnal and result in a discordentmtentious, miserable
life in the flesh

* ‘“stupid” non-essential questions that waste time efifort
with people who are only looking for an argument

e the Judaizers doctrine of “must be a Jew to bedSave

» quarrels and battles over “the letter of the Law”...
shunning the Spirit of the Law

Matt 23 “woes”...”Ye blind guides which strain at a
gnat and swallow a camel.”
Rom 14:17  the kingdom of God is not meat and
drink, but righteousness and peace
and joy in the Holy Spirit

So “avoid” is the counsel Paul gave to Pastonsotlny and Titus
1Tim 1:4
1Tim 6:1-5
2 Tim 2:23-26

why avoid?

unprofitable and vain:
they are contrary to the kindness and love of Gbiis.mercy and
grace...that draw us close to Him in a loving relasioip.

Truth: God cannot possibly love us more than blesdight now!
So seeking His love and approval by your perforcean a
legal relationship is pathetically misguided

a legal relationship with God is a burden no mamloear...and the Rock
will fall on him and crush him to pieces...

but a loving relationship with God is life and jgiatt 11:28-30)...
as we fall on the Rock and are healed

Grace is greater than the Law
What the Law cannot do (save me), Grace can.
John 1:17
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v10-11 heretic:
one that makes schisms...creates divisions...an engent a

all heresy begins with a truth...which becomes casdpvhen
» apre-conceived idea is added to it...and...

» itis made THE truth...at the expense of the largghtof the
entire counsel of God

if such a man is warned, given the truth, and keduo correct his error
but does not, he condemns himself in his perveranzhhis
sin...

let the Lord deal with the heretic...outside the camp
Matt 18:15-17

cancer is a “heretic” in the human body
if it does not leave after being rebuked by radraor chemo-therapy,
it MUST be cut out if the Body is to live

We must all strive to protect the unity of the Bauf Christ for its
spiritual health and well-being

v12-13 diligent:
be speedy!

on their journey diligently, that nothing be wangi
be sure to generously supply Zenas and Apolloghfr journey...and
quickly so they can get going.

vl4  let ours also learn to maintain good works:
we are to live productive lives.
1. devoted to the Lord
2. doing good...putting feet to our faith
3. providing for daily necessities (spiritual and erél)

also, linking the need in v13 with the exhortatiorv8, Paul exhorts Titus
to exhort the churches on Crete to
» walk the talk
* investin God’s kingdom
» cheerfully give to the work of the Lord
* share in the blessing
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v15

salute...greet...grace...amen:
Say hello to our friends!

Final words: Grace and Amen

Pastor Doug Warwick
Calvary Chapel Ahwatukee

29



